¶ Here begmneth Aetows of | 
| the ſeuen wyſe Mapſters of 
Kome conteynyng rightfaire 
and ryght loyous narracros, 
and tothe reder ryght de⸗ 


TOW IOmtyme in the Cytte of 
>& WA) ome was an Cmperout 
SA) 4 named Doncianus a man 
ol gret wiſedome, He toke 
to hys wyfe a Kynges doughter that 
fayze and goodly was, and to all peo⸗ 
ple gracious, & to her hulbande right 
dere. and concepued ot hym and bare 
him a lonne named Dyocleſian. The 
chylde grewe, and of all people was 


beloued, And wha he was ol Þ age ot 


le uen eres, his mother thempꝛeſle fel 


ſoze ſycke. felong her ſelke that (he mi⸗ 
ghte not lpue:ſent ałter her Loꝛd the 
Emperour a meſlenger tabhe ſhu de 
come won tarpenge pt euer he wold: 


A. il. lee 5 


Xbe ſeucy SY 


ſec her on lyue.à nd whan he was co⸗ 
men ſhe lapd bnto him. O my loꝛd of 


this infirnute may J not eſcape.wher 

koze Jhumblp requpre pou of a lptell 
peticion betoze my deth. He anſwered 
Delite what ye wpl;fo2 ſhal nothig 
deny you Then laid ſhe, After my deth 
pe ſhal take an other wife as it . 
ueth. I alke x pꝛap you that ſhe vpon 
my ſonue haue no goucrnaunce oz 
power. but that he be kept and nourt 
ſhcd fer from her, and that he may get 
to him connynge and wyldome. The 


Emperour ſapd. My moſte dere wyfe, 


pour petycyon in all thynges ſhall be 
fulfilled and perkourmed. This lapde 
ſhe toꝛned her to wardes the wall and 
gaue vp the gooſt and dyed, Manye 
dapes after the Empetour be wapled 
X moꝛned her deth. and longe tyme al⸗ 
ter her butpeng he ſhewed hys heup⸗ 
nes and loꝛo we, and wold in no wyle 


mary 02 be iopful, 
Yowe 


C Howe the Emperont to the ſeuen wyſe 
mayſters commytted and defynered his ſ6e 
to lerne. 
Pon a tyme as the Emperour 
lape in his bed he bethoughte 
him inwardly vpon his bonne 
layig in his hett. J haue only, but one 
* — ,Þ which (hall be mine Hepze. It 
| ts good whyles he tn is ponge that he 
be let to lerne connynge end wyldome 
! by the which he maye after my deathe 
gouerne and tule the Emppꝛe. Eriye 
whan he was rylcn vp fro his bed he 
let to be called a foʒe hun his loꝛdes of 
his counſell, and of them toke adupſe 
| what beſt thetin was to doe. And 
they anlwered. Loꝛd. in Rome are, vii 
wyſe mapſters they excelle and excede 
al other men in cunynge # lettrature, 
let them be {ent foꝛ and deltuer to the 
pour fonne to nouriſſhe and to lerne. 
That vnderſtanding the Emperoure 
ſent hys letters ſealed wyth hysſeale 


|- tooth feuen  Faplters that they 


A. lt. tincon 


T be ſeney wyſe 
incontynent il uld come to hym with⸗ 
ö out delay. And thet anone came befoze * 
I: the Enperour,and he demaunded the 
pk they knew wherfoze that he had ſet 
Fox them. They anlwered the tauſe ne 
your wyl we know not, but yt it pleſe 
you to ſhewe vs your mynde and en⸗ 
tent we ben tedy to fulfil it to the vt 
termoſt of out powers. To wheme Þ 
noble Einperour lapde, J haue but 
4 one (one the which J hal deliuet vn⸗ 
1 to pou to noutyſhe and to teche. So 
1 that by pout doctrive and wyldome 
he may the moe wylly guide and go⸗ 
0 uerne the Empyꝛe after my decelle. 
I ¶ Che kyꝛſt mayſter named Pantil⸗ 
tt las ſapde. L 02dec delytier to me poure 


1 lonne and J ſhal teache him as moch 
it connyng within. vit. yete es Jand al 
my kelowes can. Chen Ipake the ſeccd 
5 moyſtcr that nemed was Lentulus. 
| Sp: of long tyme J hauc ſerued pou 
and hitherto Jhaue had no maner res 
Ward 


Mayſters. | 
warde, Jdemaundenothyng els of 
you, but that ye delyner me pour fone. 
to lerne and gouerne, # J ſhall make 
hym as connyng within. vi. ere as J 
and all my kelowes be, The thyꝛde 
mapſter layde that had to name Cras 
ton. My lozd many times haue J ben 
wyth pou vponthe ſea in perpl ot mp 
lpke, and of you haue J had no maner 
of tewarde, yf that J myghte foz my 
rewarde obteyne p pe woulde vouchs 
laufe to cõmpt pour ſonne vnder mp 
rule and gouernaunce. J ſhulde ens 
foure hym as moche within. v. pere. 
if his wit therto wyll attayne as J 
mi fel9wes can. Tho ſtode vp v furth 
mayſter, ö to name had Malquidꝛac 
tyght lene of body and ſayd. My loꝛd 
call to your temembꝛaunce how that 
J and al my p2edeceſſo2s haue ſerued 
@mpcrouvs.#haue recetucd no maner 
of reward, wherfoze J ſal aſke none 
_ thynge but that ye wyll delpuer 
A. li.. ine 


The jeuen wyſe 


me your ſonne to enkourme tt teache, 


I ſhal make hym to take aſmuche 
ſcyence and wyldome wythin foure 


pere as J and al my felowes haue let 


ned in al out lyues. Than ſpake the 
fifth mayſter that was called Joſe⸗ 
phus, loꝛde Jam olde and manpe tp⸗ 
mes J amn called to pour counſeyll,x 
that my counlel ye know well hath as 
 Uayled and pzofyted you and yet Jfo 
lowe the ſame, But J delpꝛeno moze 
laue to delpuer me pour ſonne and J 
ſhall enſtructe ⁊ enkourme him in as 
muche connynge ã ſcyence that he w 
in.iii.pere (hal p2ofite ⁊ wite as much 
as J al my felowes tho came fozthe 
the lixt maiſter that was named Cleo 
phas which ſayd like the other pꝛo⸗ 
milinge to learne # enfourme Þ childe 
in all theyꝛ conninges win two pere. 
The. vii. mayſter roſe vp and layde. 
which allo delyꝛed the childe and pꝛo 


myſed foz to leatne him win one 5 
the 


£7 30 


Mapſters 
the lciences & wiſdom of the al. Ys all 
this was done, Thi ß emperour ſaid 
my truſtt krẽdes J am muche voüden 
to thãke you all, # euety of vou, foʒ 5 
euerpche of pou haue ſo effectually de 
lired my ſonne to nouriſhe a lerne. At 
ſholde now cõmit him to one # not 
to an other,therof ſhulde come 5 del? 
cecton c vartatice amoges you, Thers 
fozc to pou al and euery of pou J com 
mit myſone to nouttſhe # to teache. 
The mapſters hcrtng this with great 
thakinges giuing to the Emperoure 
toke c teceiued his fonne,x lad him to 
wardes the tourte of Rome, ¶ Upõ 
1 wap ſpake Cratõ to his felowes. If 
we this childe ſhuld lerne Win 5 Citie 
of Koine thete is ſo grete reſoꝛte c cons 
! courſe of people v it ſhuld hinder & let 
him in his lerning #fataſyeng.F wote 
a fayze place wout tome.lii.mile right 
pleſaunt ⁊ delectable,therlet vs make 
a,fit.ſquare chaber of ſtone put him 
theti # vp6 the walleg of that ſyde let 


T be ſencey wyſe 


vs papnte and wꝛite the. vii. artes 1 


berales, ſo that the chyid al times may 
ſe and beholde therin his doctrine as 
wel as in his boke and this e duyſe x 
coũſeyl pleaſed them all.; was done 
acco2dinge in euery pointe, The mais 
ſters dylygently eucry dare durynge 


vii.yere taught and lettred the chyld 


whiche mayſters determpned among 
them ſelte and layd, it ts good that we 
examine our dyſcyple how he is ſpede 
in connynge and fcyence. They al ac⸗ 


coꝛded to the ſame, Tho lapd mayſtey 


Pancyilas,yowe (hall we pzoue him 
Cratonſayde, Let eucrye ot vs as he 
lepeth put vnder euerp coꝛner of hys 
bed an olyue lefc , and than we ſhall 
know if he perceiued oz felt anything 
oz not, this done, he wakpnge greatly 
marucpllyng lyftyng vp his eyen tos 
watde the roke of the chamber kerukt⸗ 
ly. The may ſters leyng vſayd.whets 
foze lift pe vp pour cten lo ſharpli. He 


anſwe | 


COS 


Mayſtete. 
anſwered it is no maruyll, foꝛ in my 
ſlepe J ſaw the vppermoſt parte of 
the chã ber inclyned toward the erth. 
oꝛ vnder me it was ltite vp. This hes 
tinge the mayſters (ayd among them 
ſelte f this childe may lyue he ſhall 
be a man of great connynge # kame. 


Howe the Emperour by the counſekf of 
che great P ꝛinces and £oxdes of his Emy 
pyꝛ wedded ay other wyſe. 


= T He pꝛinces and great Loꝛdes of 
the Emppꝛe in the meane tyme 

came to the Emperour and (ald, 

My loꝛde ye haue only but one lone, 
it is pollyble that he myght happen to 
dye. And therfoze it were pꝛokitable Þ 
pe ſhulde wedde an other wyfe to ens 
gend2e and make mo chyldꝛen, to the 
entente that the emperpꝛe of Rome be 
not lekte without heyze.Yiſo pe ate ſo 
myghty that yl it ſhulde happen vou 
to 


Q T be ſeuen wyſe 
Jet manp childzen pe may . 
and auaunce them all to great digni⸗ 

ties and loꝛdſhippes. Thervpon an⸗ 
{wered themperout. It is your coun⸗ 
kel that Þ (hal take an other wyle, thã 
leke me one that is gracious, pure vir 
gine,fapze and gentill boꝛne, and tha 


chall J folowe pour counſell and ad⸗ 


uyſe, They wente and ſought and ſer 


ched many kyngdomes and londes, r 


at the laſt th ey foũd the kiges dough 
ter of Caſtple that ryght kayze was 


and beatetouſe,and her thet gaue the 


Emperour to wyke. ſhe behaued her ſo 
wel that anone in her loue he was ta⸗ 


ken ſo ſoꝛe that he foꝛgat ⁊ put in obli 


uyon al the heuy nelle and lozowe of 
his hcrt that he had taken foz 5 deth 
of his fir wyle. And they lyued long 


together Wout childzen, And as the 


Empreſſ ſa we that ſhe might not cõ⸗ 
ct vue. Foꝛ (he herde that themperoure 


” 2 onne W leuen wile mayſters to 


lerne | 


WMapſters. 
lerne d noutyſhe to the behoufe'# pꝛo⸗ 
kyte of Thempite, ſhe thought in her⸗ 
ſelk and wyſhed his deth And from v 
houre fozthe ſhe. pmagyned howe ſhe, 
myght conſp pꝛe his deth. It hapened 
ona nyght as the T1:zperour laye in 
his bed. he ſayd to thempꝛeſle. My 
molt dere and beſt beloued wyfe, J 
ſhal nowe ſhewe and open to you the 
fecretes of myne herte, koz vnder the 
ſonne ts there no creature that J loue 
ſo much as pou thertoꝛe truſt in mp 
loue, Tho ſayd the fayze # noble Em 
p2elle,Y f it be ſo as pe ape. I require: 
vou of one litle boũe oz pettcio, Delite 
what ye wil ſaid the Emperour;x al vᷣ 
to me is poſſible I ſhal fui fill x gyue 
it vou. Then laid the Empꝛeſſe. My 
right dere loꝛd as ye know J haue no 
child by you pet conceiued. wherkoze 
Jam ſoꝛe penlife a heup but it ts ſhes, 
wed me 5 pe haue one ſone only, v whi 
che is let to y ſeuẽ wyle mayſters to be 
1 taughe 
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letter ſcaled wyth his ſecrete ſygn 


The ſeuen wyſe 


taught and gouyerned, that holde J # 


tepute foꝛ myne owne ſonne. WMher⸗ 
koze I beleche pou that pe wyll lende 
fo: hom that I may ſe hym and haue 
conſolacyon of his pꝛelẽce as though 
he were mene owne, Hereupon anſwe 
red themperour. It is ſixtene pcre paſs 
ſed that J hym laſte la we, your wpll 
be fulkylled, Incontinent the Empe⸗ 

pur ſent vnto the leuen mayſters a 
that vpon payne of dethe they ſhalde 
bzyngehts ſonne in the feſte of Pens 
tecoſte 02 Mhitlontide than next folo / 


wynge. 


' CHowthe ſeuen malſtets a ftet the ſyghte 
of tFemperours lettet wold firſt ſe p courſe 


of the fyꝛymament and planetes whether it 
were good to obey his cõmaundemente s, 
03 not 


And 


Nd as 5 Maiſters ß letter had 
read # had vaderſtonde the wyl 
be the Emperour in the nyghte 
they wente and lawe bpon the ſter⸗ 
res ot᷑ the firmamente whether it hu d 
be expedient to them to take the Jour 
ney wyth the chylde after the Empe⸗ 
rours wp] oz not, which (awe clerelp 
in the ſterres that yr they ſhuld ledes 
chylde in that tyme aſſpgned, at the 
firite woꝛde that he ſhulde ſpeake, he 
ſhulde dye an euill deth. ndherofthey 
were al ſc2y, Ind as they behelde in 
a nother er they ſawe that it thei de⸗ 
Iytered not the child at the day akoze⸗ 
ſayde, they ſhuld leſe theyzhedes, The 
ſapd one of them ok two euyls the leaſt 
ists be choſen. It is better that we al 
dye than the childe ſhuld leſe his like. 
There foꝛe that we mape the chyldeg 
life laue, let vs go to emperoux. nd 
as they wer thus ſozowtnl, the child 
came downe frome the ater” 
q 


his mayſters a ſhewed them the ſtette 


The ſeuen Wyſe - 
ſaw his maſters ſoꝛe heut, he demaũ⸗ 
ded them the cauſe of their heutneſfe, 


» 


wherupöthei anſwered, Str we haue 
receyued pour fathers letters vpon 
papie of death, that now in this high 
felt of Pentecoſt we ſhuld lede you to 
pour country, het vpon we haue bes 

holden the firmamẽt, wherin we clere⸗ 
Ip ſe and finde that pfwe wythin the 
time bekoze p2efired pzeſent you to 
pour father.at the firſt wozde that pe 
al pzononnce out of pour mouth ye 
ſhal be to the moſt vileft deth condẽp⸗ 
ned. Tho ſayd the chylde J muſt alſo 
behold the kirmamẽt with the ſterres 
and ſohedtd,andfotindex#ſawe clere 

Ip in a litel ſtetre. that yt he could ab⸗ 
J eyne himſelte froſpeking, vii. dayes 
he ſhulde be pzeſertied and laue his 
lle, and alter he this had ſeen. called 


and ſavd, Beholde my moſt dere mats 


ſter. J le perfptely in the (terre, ö if 
** 


" ado, 
abſteyne my ſelfe by the ſpace of. bit: 


dayes J hail ſaue my > 4 arenow - 


ſenen mapſters the wileſt of Þ world. 
It is alytel thynge to you that cuerp 
of you one daye,foz me anſ were, and 
wyth your wyſe anſwtre euerp of vou 
his daye my lyle may laue and kepe. 
And J in the. vili. day (hall ſpcke for 
my ſelfe, and al laue my ſelfe & vou 
from petpll.3s the mayſters had be⸗ 
holden that certapne ſterre, they iud⸗ 
ged in them that the childe had ſapde 
trouth. Almyghtte God be thanked ỹ 
the wildome x connyng of our dilcps _ 
ple vs all excedeth. Then ſpake the 
fy: mayſter Pancyllas,Lozd I ſhak 
ſpeke fo2 you the fyꝛſte dape and ſaue 
your lyfe. And Lentulus the ſeconde 
mayſter ſayd, J ſhal fo2 vou the lecõd 
day anſ were. And ſo cõſequẽtly euets 


of them pꝛomyſed to anſwere for hm £ 


His ape, nd this ſayde,they clothed 
7 child in Purpure $lepteto hay £ 
_ 2-3". "a e 
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Tbeſeney wyſe 
-backe witha kapze company, and haz 


ſted them with 5 child towardes the 
Emperour. 


C Howe tbe Empetour rode to mete hi o 
ſonne comming from his ſtudy with great 
pompe and pꝛyde. 


Dan the Empetour perteyued 
that his lonne was commynge 
| weathe Wape, he rode with greate 
Foye to mete him. The mayſters bns 
derſtandpng the comynge of the ems. 
perour ſapd to the chylde. It ts beſt 
that we departe, inthe meane whyle 
we maye pꝛouyde howe we may laue 
your ipfe, The child ſayd it plealethe 
me wel that pe ſo do, but haue mynde 
ol me in tyme of my neceſlite. As they 
that herde, the toke ther leaue and de 
parted to wardes the Citie,The child 
came akter accompanyed right honou 
rabip.ànd as he and his father them⸗ 
128 were mette foz ioye and glad 


neg 
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ä Mayſters. 1 
nes hetoke him aboute the necke aͤnd 
kyſſed hym and ſlapd. My dere lonne 
how is it with vou, is it longe ſythen 
that J ſa we you. He boweddowne 
his hede and anſwered nothyng. The 
father had great wondet why that he 
ſpake not, and thought in himlelke 
his mayſters had him ſo enkoꝛimed p 
he rydyng ſhuld not lpeke. And whan 
they were comen to the palaps #4 were 
deſcended from they hozſcs, The fas 
ther toke his ſonne by the hande and 
lad hym into the hall and ſet Him nere 
hym and beheld htm and lapd. Saye 

me ho w it is with your matſters, and 
how they haue entoꝛmed pu, foʒ now 
it is manp peres ſyth J ſaw you, De 
enclyned do wne his head # gaue none 
anſwete. The father ſapd, wherkoze 
ſpeke ye not to me. Ind whan thems 
pꝛelle herde that thempereurs lonne 
was con men ſhe was tyght F ous 
and glad, æ ſayd J wyll go to ſe him. 
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She 


T rhefency wiſe 


She apparatted her with rich veſtue 


- gentylwomen and wente there as the 


ſhe ſayd to themperour.ts this poure 
fonthat hath ben nourtſſhed with the 


ſeuen wyle maiſters, and he ſayd it is 
my lonne but he ſpcaketh not, She 


fad. Delyuer to me pour ſonne, and 
ik euer hc ſpake, I ſhal do him lpeke. 
Cho layd the Emperout, tyle and go 
with her. The ſon did reyerence to 
kather, as though he ſayd J am tedy 


to accomplypſbe pour vyll and wente 
wyth her. 


the Emperours ſonne with her into het «<4 


which he wythſtode. 

6 Hempꝛeſſe led hym w her in⸗ 

c to her — c — 
* — 


t atyꝛe, and toke with her two of her 


emperour was lytting with his löne, 
ſe lette her downe by the chylde and 


* 
1 — CY” TC eeo__ a tw AXaa-m 


Cbowe the Empꝛeſſe ledde Diockeſian 


Ber foz to make good chere wytß hym the | 


| __ - Mayſters, 
at other to atioyde,#ſcthim by her a⸗ 

foze her bedde t layd. O mp beſt bes 
loued Diocleſpan. J haue muche of. 
pour perfo and beaute herd, but now 
F am glad that J maye ſe vou wyth 
mine cyen that mp hart coueteth and 
loueth. foꝛ J haue "caſed pour father 
to ſend foꝛ you, d I haue ſolace iope 
of yout perſon, wherfoꝛ I W out faut 
gyue po u knowlege that J fo2 poure 
loue vnto this day haue kept mi vits - 
ginite.ſpeake to me let vs go to bed 
together. But he gaue her no woꝛd to 
an ſwer, She ſaying that ſapd to him. 
DOD good Diocleltan haue the halfe of 

my ſoule wherfoze ſpeke pe not to me. 
02 at the leaſt ſyew me ſome token of 
loue what ch al J do ſpeake to me. J. 
am readpe to fulfyll and perkourme 
pour wyl, and whe ſhe — thus laid 
ſhe embꝛated him and wold haue kil⸗ 
ſed his mouth and he turned hys vi⸗ 
lage moe her, and in no wiſe wold cõ 

B. lit. ſente. 
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'z he ſeuen wyſe 
ſent. Cho ſayde ſhe agayne to him. O 
ſonne wherkoze do ye thus w me: be⸗ 


holde there is none that maye ſe vs 
let vs together llepe, and than ſhal pe 


wel ercetue that foz your loue haue 
Kept my vyꝛ gynyte and he tozned his 
vylage from her, She ſeynge that he 
was 1 her alſhamed, ſhewed vnto 
him her naked body and bꝛeſtes an d 
layde. beholde my ſonne what body J 
haue at your wil! giue me your 
conſent o2 cls it ſhall be hearde fox 
me to paſſe with my right mynde. Ye 
neyther w ſygne ne weountenaunce 
of bylage ſhewed her onye maner of 
loue, but as muche as he coulde with 
dꝛawe him from her, whan (he ſawe v 


ſhe lad. O my moſt lwete ſonne tf it 


pleaſe you not to conſent to me ne pet 
ſpeke.hopip foꝛ ſome reſonable cauſe 


2 oherets paperpen and pnke pt pe 
wWyl not ſpeke w pour mouth than 
=o your wil if. E any tyme heratter 


. | may 


Wayſters) 
maytruſt in your lotte 02 not, The 
chylde wzote as hereafter folowed, O 
| ladyfozbid that Achuld defoule my 

fathers ozcheyerde,tif Þ Chuld dekoule 
tit: wote not what fruite J ſhoulde 
haue of it. 1 knowe wel one thynge .Þ 
I (uid ſinne in the ſyght of God. and 
J ſhuid ren in the maledictton of my 
father, and therfoze fromhens fo2the 
pꝛouoke o2 ity2re me no moze therto, 
whan ſhe had the cedule ſeen and red, 
ſhe bꝛake it w her teth:x tare 02 rent 
her clothes w her naples to her nauil 
& her vilage al to ſ cratched it wag all 
blody,end caſt from her al Þ oꝛnamẽ⸗ 
tes ot hir hed & cried wa loude vopte; 
come hither my loꝛds à helpe me afoze 
that this rude and euil body can # 
rautſhe me. 


C How them pꝛeſſe complayne d to thempe 
rout tof the ſhame to her done by bys ſone. 


E. lll. The 


 Toeſeney wyſe 
T He Emperour was in his halle 
And herde the crye and noyſe of 
___ theempreſſe, he haſtly ranne to 
wardes his chamber and his knigh⸗ 
tes and other of his ſeruauntes folo⸗ 
wed him after foz to ſee what there 
was to do. Then beganne thempꝛelſe 
to crye and to ſpeke to Themperour 
thus. O my loꝛd haue pitie and com⸗ 
paſſion vpon me. beholde this ponge 
man is not pour ſone, but the fouleſt 
rybaude and hatlotte that euer was 
bozne,and a dekfyler of women, fo2 as 
ye know wel J led and bzought him 
wyth me into my chaber, and ſhould 
haue erhoꝛted # cauſed hym to haue 
ſpoken Jhaue done as muche there 
to ag I canne 02 maye, and whyles Þ 
wyth mi woꝛdes exhoꝛzted and meued 
him fot to haue lpoken he hath ende 
uoured him ſelfe with me to haue ſin 
ned and becauſe J wolde not to him 
dTonlente, but withſtode as muche as 


Wayſtete 

7 mighte foz to ſlee the ſhame he my 
N hath made all blodp; and my 
veſture and oznamentes of my head 
bzoken and all to tozne, as pe may os 
peniy ſee: And it ye had not fo lone co⸗ 
men bnto my callyng. he had accom⸗ 
pliſhed in me his moſt foule # worſt 
wyll, whan Themperoure thys lawe 
and hearde, fulfplled with greate 
malyce and woodneſfe 3 
85 ſiruauntes that they ſhould lede 
hym to the — — and hange him. 

And after his loꝛdes herde that ſayd 
Loꝛd pe haue no moo but this ſonne 
onely. It is not good ye thus lygh⸗ 
telpe put hym to death, the lawẽ is 
put and oꝛdeyned fox tranſ greſſours 


and myldoets. and ik it be ſo that he 
muſte dye, let him by the lawe dye 
leſt that it be ſatd that the Emperour 


hi 


in mo reat furour and te without 
law dt Halti hath put his only ſöne 
to deth. Is themperour this herd cõ⸗ 
maunded 


The ſeney wyſe 
maunded him to be put in pꝛilon bnts 
the tyme that iudgement were giuen 
agayſt him. And whan thempzellſe vn 
decitovethar the child was not put co 
dethe, ſhe crycd dt weped bytteriy and 
would haue no reſt whan the night 
was comen the Emperour entred in⸗ 
to his chamber to go to bed and foũd 
his wife wepyng and ſoꝛowynge, To 
whome he ſapd. O my molt dere lady 
for what cauſe are pe thus ſozowefull 
She anſwered, Know pe not howe v 
pour cutſed ſone hath me thus ,moche 
ſhame done d offended,x ye haue cö⸗ 
maũded him to be hãdged X yet he li⸗ 
ued . pour woꝛde is not perfoʒmed ne 
my ſhane is not wzoken, To moꝛow 
| ſapde themperour he (hall dpe by the 
lawe.Then ſayd ſhe.Shall he ſo log 
lyue. Then might it happen to you as 
it dyd vpon a burgeys of Rome of 
- whome an example is ſaped. The Em 
peroute pe Apꝛape pou e me 
at 


Hayſtera. 30 * | 
that example. That ſhall I doe glad? E 
ly lapd the Empꝛelle. 


n firſt epample of 0 


Empꝛeſſe. 


N the Cyte of Kome was a bur⸗ 
geyes the whych had a fayze gar 
dyne, wherin he had ſtondynge a 
noble tree, the whiche euery pere bare 
02 bzought foꝛthe fruite of gteat ber 
tue, foʒ who lo euer cate thereof that 
were licke in any maner ſickenes as 
Lepꝛe oꝛ other he ſhulde ſoone be hole 
and teceyue his healthe. It hapned 
vpon a day that the burgeys went titty! 
to his gardeyne to vyſpte the tree. E. 
behelde vnder the tree, and found a 
fapꝛe yongepmpe, He called to hym 
the gardyner and layd. My ftende of* 
this yonge vmpe Jgypue the charge 
fox J truſt of 5 to plante a better tłeem 
thi this tree ig. The gatdiner a EI 


| much as it ſhuld do t lapd to the gars 


Gy The ſeney wyſe 
hall it gladlye do. In other tyme the 
burgeys came agapne into hys gars 
dine his yonge plante to vylite. and 
it appered to hym that it grewe not ſo 


diner, how may this be. and he ſayd it 
is no wonder, fox this great tree hath 
ſo greate armes and bzaunches y the 
ayer map not come totheroote of the 
ronge tree. Tho ſaid the burgeys. thẽ 
cut and hew ofthe armes a the bowes 
that the ayze mape come therto, The 
gatdyner dyd as he was cõmaunded 
The burgeys came agayne an other 
tyme koꝛ to ſe bis yonge Plante, and 
thought that it grewe not the better. ⁊ 
layde to the gardyner, what is it that 
letteth this plante to grow no w. And 
then he layd. J ſuppoſe the heyght ol 


- the oldetre letteth that the ſonne and 


the tayne mape not come therto, and 

therfoꝛe it may not ware, Then layde 

the mayſtertohym, hewe downe the 
311 | tree 


WSWapſtetrs, 
free by the ground, foꝛ J hope of this 
plante to haue a better kree than euer 
this was. The gardiner heringe his 
maͤyſter obeyed him, and hewe downe 
the tree. Ind as this was done the 
yonge plit al wholy peryſhed a came 
to nought, wherok came great harme, 
£02 whan the poꝛe and the licke peo⸗ 
ple pcrcepued that the tree was ſo de⸗ 
ſtroped they curled al them that were 
of counſell and helpers therto, by the 
which they all afoze tyme were heled 
and cured of their infitmities and ma 
ladies. Thẽſayd the Empꝛeſſe vnder⸗ 
ſtand pe what J haue layd, pes right 
well, than laid ſhe, J hall declare to 
vou what J haue ſayde, 2K 
The declaracyon of the Example 

( This tree my loꝛde betokeneth 
vour moſte noble perſone, that with 
pour counſeyll and helpe many pooze 
t ſeke folke are greatlye holpen and 
confozted, And the ponge ympe that 
vnder 


| The ſeney wpſe 
vnder the greate tre is vp growen fg 
pour curſed ſone that now by his cun⸗ 
nyng beginneth to grow and ſtodieth 
how he kyꝛzſte maye the the armes and 
bowes ot your myghte cutte ot. and to 
wynne to him the lande and pzayfyng 
of the people and ouer that he pmagi⸗ 
neth to deſtroye youre perſone that he 
map hym elfe reigne. But what ſhall 
fall than therot come, al poꝛe and feble 
people ſhall curſe ali them the whych 
myght haue deſtroyed your ſonne and 
haue not done it. J counſel! you whys 
les pe ate in youre power ſt helthe that 


the people kall vnon vou. Tho ſayde 
the Emperour,ye haue gyuẽ me good 
counſeyll. To moꝛo w | ſhal cõdemp⸗ 
ne hym to the mooſt vpleſt death that 
can bethought, whã the day was com, 
the Emperour went and ſate in Judg 


ment and commaunded hys leruaun⸗ 


tes he ſhould lede his ſone to be 
55 hanged 


pedeſtroye hym leſte that the curſe of 


Wayſters. 

hanged with trompettes blowyng fr 
tokenynge of death, And as thempers 
ours (one was lad though the Cyte, 
the comen people began too wepe and 
cry alas the onely ſone of thempetour 
is ladde towardes his death,and ther⸗ 
wythall came Pancyllas tydyng vps 


chylde lawe hym, he bowed hys hed to 
him, as though he had layde . Pane 
mynde vpon me whan ye come akoꝛe 
my father,ſe howe J am led towardes 
the gallowes, Than the mayſter ſayd 
to the leruanntes matze no haſt, foꝛ J 
hope by the grace of god thys daye to 
delyuer hym from the deth. Then lad 
all the people. O good mayſter haſte 
vou to the palays and ſaue poure dyl⸗ 
cyple.he ſmote the hoꝛs wyth the ſpo⸗ 
res til he came to the palays,and kne⸗ 


led beroze the Emperoute dyd hym 


rettcrece, To whom themperourſapde. 


It (hal neuer be to the good, whyche 
anſwes 


ona hozsthefp:ſte mayſter, whan the 
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anſwered Ahaue deſerued a better re 
thou, foz 


vnderſtande. and that pe ſap moe, 5 


N | 
rr 
F 4 1 
» - 


" wo2des of your wile, it ſhulde happe 


The ſenen wyſe 


warde. The Emperour layd ther lieſt 
J delpuered to the # thy ke⸗ 
lowes my ſonne well ſpekinge. and in 
all thing wel manered, and now he is 
dome that woꝛzſe is, he wolde haue 
opp2eſſed my wife, therfoze this daye 


he ſhal dye, and pe al ſhal dye a ſhame 


ful dethe, The mayſter ſayd. © loꝛde 
as foz your ſonne that pe ſaye that he 
ſpeketh not, that knoweth God, and 
tithouc a cauleit is not as ye (hall 


he pour Empꝛeſſe wolde haue delou⸗ 


leb (hal ſay vou of a trouth he hach 
ben in out companye by the ſpace of, 


xvi.petes d we neuer could perceyte 


ſuche thinges by him. And therfoꝛe mi 


dere loꝛde I ſhall ſhew you one thin 
that yf ve put your ſonne to deth fo 2 


to pou woꝛſe than to a knight the whi 
che that killed his beſte grey hounde 
ä dun 


Mapſters. 
thꝛough the wozdes of his wife whi⸗ 
che ſaued his ſonne from the deth. 
Tho layde the Emperour to the mats 
ter tell mne that cxample,Thematfter: 
ſapd, Loꝛde that ſhall I not do, foʒ as 
foze 02 J colde make an ende therof 
pour lanne mygyt be dede and then 
in vapne and without frupte Þ ſhold 
reherſe it, but tf it pleaſe pou this nos 
table example to here, catl agapne her 
ſonne tyll to moꝛowe, and as ye think 
by teaſon then do with him your plea 
ure, As the Emperonr Fherd anone 
he let the childe to be called agayne & 
in the meane tyme he let him in pꝛiſon 
whyles the mayſter ſhuld ftniſhe, his 
tale And then he began to lape in luch 
maner as folowet!), 
¶ Te example of the firſt maſter? 
Tl Here was a valyaunt knight 
which had onlye one fonne as 

ve haue. The which he loued ſo much 
Wanhe o2depned foz his kepinge thze 
Ci. nou⸗ 


X be ſeuen wiſe 
noürilches, the firſt ſhoulde give him 
lucke and tede him, the ſecond ſhulde 
wache hym and kepe him cleane the 


third ſhould bꝛinge hym tao ſlepe and 


to reſte This knight had alſo a gtey 
hounde and a Faweon that he alſo los 
ued ryght wel. The Grchounde was 
ſo good phe neuer ranne to no game 
but he ob it. held it tyll hys map⸗ 
ſter came. And if hys maſter dyſpoſed 
hym to go to bataple pł he ſhulde not 


ſpede in the Battaple, anone as he 
ſhould mounte vpon his Borſe, the 


Grephounde woulde take the Dozſe 
taple in his mauth and dꝛawe backes 
warde, and wold alſo crye and howle 
met uaylouſiy loude. By theſe (ignes 
the knight vnderſtode it that he ſhuld 
ſpede in his tourney oꝛ not. Che faus 
con was {a gentii and ld hardye that 


he was neuer caſt oł to his pꝛape but 


he tobe 1 ae laine knight had gret 
| plealure 


Saſtere - * 
plealure in iuſtynge ald turneynge 
Co that vpon a tyme vnder his caſtell 


che came many good loꝛdes x knigh⸗ 


tes. The knight entred into the tour⸗ 


ney,and his [aop went with her maps 
dens to lee it. And as they went out. 
after went the nourylſhes and lelt the 
childe lienge alone in the tradel in the 
halle where the Greyhound [ape nigh 
the wall. and that Hauke oz Faucon 
ſtandyng vpon a perke. Inthis halle 
there was a ſerpent lurking o2 hydde 
in à hole, to al them of the caſt ell vn⸗ 
knowen, The whiche whan he kelte Þ 
they were al abſent he put out his hed 


of bys hole, and as he vo manne ſawe 


but the childe enge in the Cradell, 
he went out of his cauerne towardes 
the Cradell fox the chylde to haue 


ſlayne. Che nable Faucon leinge 


that, Beholde the Stephounde 
C. li. -thas 


he let pꝛoclame a toꝛnement to Þ 0H] 
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The ſeuen wyſe 


that was ſl epynge, ſhe made luche a 


noyſe and ruſtelynge wyth her wyn⸗ 
ges 02 keders that the Grehounde a⸗ 
woke and coſe vp. and whanhe lawe 
the lerpent nighe the childe,anone as 
gapnſt him he lepte. and they bothe 


kaught ſo longe together. tyll that the 


ſerpent hadde greuouſlie hurted and 
wounded the Grehound, that he bled 
loze,fo that the erth about the cradell 
was al be bled with the bloud of the 
grehounde. The greyhounde whan - 
that he felt hym ſelf lo greuoſtuy hur 
fed and wotnded ,ſtert frerilte bpon 
ſerpent and faughtſoze togither and 
lo tgerli, ſo that bet wene them the cra 
dell was ouer caſt with the childe the 
botome vpwarde, And bycauſe that 
the cradell had fourepomels oz fete 
they laued the childes viſageand his 
life from onye hurtinge fallinge tos 


wardes the crth,and what ſhal J ſay 


moze, incontinent therafter w greet - 
payne 


Mayſters. 
payne the Grehound oucreame x flew 
the ſerpen, went x layed him owne 
agatne in his place X licked his woũ⸗ 
des. And anone after as the iuſtes and 
toꝛney was done, the nouriſhes were 
the kyꝛſt that came into the caſtel, a as 
they ſawe the cradcll reuerled with 
blood vpon the erth enuttonned, and 
that the grephounde was alſo blady, 

they thought and ſayde amongesthe 
ſclfe that the grephound hadde ſlaine 
the chylde and they were not foo wile 
as to tourne vp againe the cradel w 
the childe faz to haue [ene what was 
therof befallen. But they (ayd, let vs 
le oꝛ renne àawap leeſt that oute mat⸗ 
fier put oꝛ lay the blame vpõ vs and 
lice vs, And as they were thus awape 
rennynge, they met W the knyghtes 

wyke, and ſhe ſayd to them, wherfoze 
make ye thts ſoꝛe w, and whether wil 
pe ren and they ſayde. O Ladye woo 

and lozo we be to vs andto you, why 


The ſeney wyſe 
what is there happened. ſhewe me. 
The Greyhounde they ſapde that our 
Loꝛde and mayſter louech lo muche 
hath deuourcd and ſlayne pour fonne, 
and lyeth by the walle all fil! of the 
bloude. as the Ladye thys herde ſhe 
kell to the earthe and began to Wepe 
and cry pyteouſip:and ſapde alas. O 
my dete lonne be ye thus ſlayne and 
dede, what ſhal J nowe make that J 
haue mp onelye lonnethus loſte, her⸗ 
Wythall came in the Enyght frome 
the toꝛneye, and beholdyng his Lady 
thus cryenge and makinge ſoꝛowe, he 
demaunded her wherefoze v ſhe made 
fo great loꝛowe and lamẽtacion. She 
gitwered hym. O mp lozd Pour Grey 
hounde that ye loue fo muche hathe 
tapne pout,onely ſonne and lpeti by 
the walle ſacyate wyth bloude ot the 
chylde,. The knyght hugelye angted 
went into the hal, and the Brethound 
went to him to mete and to fawne ie 0s 
e 


Sayſters 
he was wonte to do. And the knyghte 
dꝛewe out his lwearde and with one 
ſttoke ſmote of the houndes heed and 


went to the Cradell and founde hys 


ſõne al hole, c bythe cradelche ſcrpent 
ſlayne. And by dputers ſygnes percey⸗ 
ued that the hounde had koughten as 
gaynſt the ſerpent koz the ſaluscpon 
ok the chylde. C hen with grete ſoꝛowe 
and wepyng he taxe his here and ſapd 
wo be to me that fo2 the woꝛdeg of my 


hounde the whyche hath ſaued my 
childes lyfe end hath llapne the ſer⸗ 
pent, Berkoꝛe J wyl put my lelke to pe 
naunce and bzake his ſweatde in thꝛe 
peces, and went towardes the holde 
lande, a abode there al the days ot hig 
life, THE fatd the mater to theperour 


Loꝛd vunderſtãd pe what J haue fad 


And he anſwered and layd right wel. 
The mapſter ww Pi-pyeds poure 
; lonne 


| 


wyfe Þ hate ſlapne my good Greps 


__ © makeyeallthts ſozowe and trouble 


The ſeuen wyſe 
fonne to dethe fo2 the woꝛdeg of pout 
Wyle, it hal come to you wozſe than 
it dyd to the knight foꝛ his greyhoũd 
TheEmpercur ſayd ye haue ſhewed 
me a kapze example, and wout doubt 
this daye ſhal not my ſone dye. Tho 
ſayd the mayſter yl ye do ſo ye do wil⸗ 
ip. but Ithãke you that pe haue him 
{pared this daye ſoz my lake. 


£ The ſecond complaynt 
of the Empꝛeſſe. 


Cy2han chat thempꝛelſe herde that Þ 
childe was not yet dede. She began 
to wepe bytterlye # late het do —— 
vpon the erthe in aſſhes # wolde not 
hold vp her hed. As themperour that 
herde. he entted into the chamber and 
ſayde to het. O good wyfe wherfoze 


vout ſelfe fo muche. She ſayde de⸗ 


maunde pe me, that know pe not wel 
a what 


Mayfters, 
what greate diſpyte and ſhame that 
IJ haue ſuffred of your vnhappy — 
t haue pꝛompled me that ye Mulde le 
tuſtyce ouer hym done and pet helps 
ueth oftcotth,it ſhall happen to pon 
as it happened vpon a ſhepeherd Ta 
boze, The emperour ſapd, Þ pꝛay poty 
ſhewe me that example fo2 my lerning 
and ſhe ſayd peſterday J ſhewed one: 
and J ſawe none effecte p therokcame, 
to what entente ſhold J now ſhewe, - 
Meuertheles J ſhall this notable ex⸗ 
ample tell ano declare vnto pou, in 
this maner here after folowynge. 
C The ſecond epampke of the Empꝛeſſel 
Here was ſomtyme an emperout 
5 — had a great foꝛeſt, wher⸗ 
tir was a boꝛe that was ſs ctuel and ſo 
fell that all men goinge though the 
foxcſt he killed and deuoured. The 
Emperour was therok right heuy, # 
let to pꝛoclame thꝛough al his empite 
- Chat whot loeuet he was that 15 | 
k the 


The ſeuen wyſe = 
le the booze ſhuld haue his only dou⸗ 
ghter to wpfe,and therto hys Emp ize 
aͤktet his death, and as this in al plas 
ceg pꝛoclamed was there was not one 
man tounde that durſt meddle oz in⸗ 
ttomptte, Than was there a ſhepe⸗ 
herde whyche in hym ſelfe thought, 
might F this booze ſle and wynne. J 
ſhould not only auaunce mp ſelfe, but 
alſo al my generation and kynred he 
toke his ſhepeherdes ſtaffe in his had 
end went to the Fozeſt. Ind as the 
Bo oe had of hym a ſyght, he dꝛewe 
him towatdes the herd man, and he 
foz fexe clymmyd vpon a tree, Than 
the Booꝛe beganne to bite an gnawe 
the tree, ſo that the Dearde thoughte 
ſhoꝛtelp that he ſhuld haue ouer th2os 
we it. Thys tree was laden w greate 
plente of frupte, The herde gadꝛed 
Aird plucked therofand caſte them to 
the Booze, In lo muche that whanhe 
tylled hym therwith he put 1 mg 
468 zl 


Wayſters 
hym downe to llepe. The whtche pers 
ceyuynge the herde by lytell and lytel 
he delcended and with the one hande 
he cla wed the Booꝛe. aud wyth the os 
ther he heide hym lelfe on the tree and 
ſeynge that the Booze llepte loundly 
and taſte, dꝛewe oute hys knyfe and 
ſmote the Booze to the herte and kil⸗ 
led hym, and wedded the Emperours 
doughter to hys wpke: and after the 
deathe of her father he was made ems 
petour. Then ſayde ſhe my Lo2de 
wote ye not what J haue capde, Be 
laydryght well. Then ſayde ſhe, this 
myghty Booze betokeneth pour moſt 
nable petſon agapnſt whome map no 
man wythſtande, neyther by wildome 
ne with ſtrength This ſhepeherde w 
his (faite is the perſon of your vngra 
cious lonne which w his ltaffe of co 
ning begianeth to play w you as the 
herdmã clawed Þ boze and made him 
to ſlepe r alter killed him, Ithe lame 


mater 
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The ſeuen wyſe 


they kalle fables a narractors clawe 
and glole vnto the tyme that youre 
{on ſie you, that he may repgne. Tho 
lavd thẽperout god fozbede that they 
chulde do to me as they did to u boze 
and layd vnto her this day iny ſonne 
chalbe hangt d. Ind lhe anſwered yf 


pedofoye do willy. Than the empe⸗ 


rour the lecond tyme lyttyng en iuge 


met, commaunded to lede hym to the 


galowes and hang him. And whiles 
he was goynge, the ſeconde mayſter 
came befoze themperour doyng hym 
reucrence as itis betoꝛe ſhewed in the 
commyng of the ty2\t mayſter. To 
whom the lecond mayſter ſayd O my 
lozd themperour tf pe ſhoulde do ſice 
pourlonne foꝛ the woo des of poure 
wike it might woꝛle come to pou thi 
it dyd to a knight which kez the woꝛ⸗ 
des of his wife was vntuſtly put in a 


pyller. The Einperour ſapd. O good 
mapſter 


maner the mayſterg ot your ſonne bi 


_w— e 3 


Dayſters. 
mapſter tel me how it happened, And 
he ſayd my lozd A (hal not laye it but 
it that he Wpll do call agapne poure 
fon from the deth vnto the time that 
the example be tolde, the whiche pt it 
turne pou not frome youre purpoſe, 
Yout wpli be kulkolled. Thempetoure 
commaunded that the chyld ſhuld be 
called again, And vader this mancr 
that foloweth the ſecond mapſt er be⸗ 
gan to tell. 

¶ Tze epample of the ſeconde mayſte t. 
Ju Cyte was an anciẽt knight 
a fapʒe as ye haue do whome he 
loued aboue al carthely thinges in lo 
much that euety night he made faſts 
the doꝛes of his houſe wyth his own 
handes, and the keies he leyde under 
his beddes heade. In the Citie was a 
lawe 024 cuſtame that at a cereapne 
houre in the nyght a bell was vſed to 


be rongen that alter that ryngyng he ; 


which wedded a pong wyfe and 
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were by the watche men fourden vpõ 
the ſtretes all that nyght ſhulde they 


played ſhe many tymes. It befel bpon 


tloſed and bolted wythin falle, and 


The ſeuen wyſe 
the layd Bell. yf anye man oꝛ woman 


de kept kaſt in pꝛiſon and en the mo⸗ 
towe ſet vpon a pillety that al people 
myght beholde z wonder bpon them, 
Typs koꝛelſayd old knpght had litell 
mynde oz luſt of fleſhlye dedes fox y 
he was olde and myghte not lacvate 
oz perfotirme p delyꝛeg a a petytes of 


his pong wife wherfoze euttynpoht 


ſhe hauing aparamour, her hub ond 
flepyuge toke the keyes a went to her 
loue, and whan ſhe cam agayn al pꝛi⸗ 
uely he layde the keyes agapne vn⸗ 
der her huſbondks hede, and thus 


a nighe that the knight awaked oute 
ok his ſlepe, and myſſed his wyke and 


allo the keyes vrder his hede were a⸗ 
Wapye,he roſe bp # went to the doꝛes 


and founde them open, the wyyche he 
than 


Papſters: 
than went vp agayne vnto hys chams 
ber and loked oute at a wpndowetos 
wardes the ſtrete. Andwhan it was bi 
the day about the thyꝛd cocks crowe, 
his wy{e came from here beſtbploue t 
kounde the doꝛe ſhrt and bolted wyth 
in, tho was ſhe ſoꝛo ful. neuertheles 
ſbe knocked to haue ceme in, Tho 
ſpake the knight out of the wpndow. 
© thou moſte eupll x vncleane wple 
nowe J 8noWe and am experte that 
many a time ye haue fozlaken my bed 
and gone and done auoutrye, nowe 
ſhali ye Lande tyll the bell berongen 
and that the wakers mape take youe 
and doo wyth you atcoꝛdynge to the 
lawe. The wpſeaunſwered, S y lozde 
wherkoꝛe lap ve that to me. In trouth 
Ichali ſape youe I was called by mp 
moders matden x ketched in the night 
and dohan Jlaw that ye llepte ſo ſwe⸗ 
tely J durſte not awake pon becauſe 
Fee at oldc,# therfoze Jtoke Þ 5 
an 


Theſeneywyſe — | 
E wen to my mother the which is ſoze 


licke, that J fete to mozowe ſhe muſt 
be anopnted oꝛ aneyled not withſtan⸗ 
dyng fo2 that J ſhold not you offend 
02 dilpleaſe J haue haſted me agatne 
to you ti haue left het lyenge in greate 
payne &# infy2zmyte.Therfoze J pꝛay 
pou fo: the loue of god let me in afoꝛe 
the bel be rongen. T he knight anſwes 
red. So ſhal pe not come in, pe muſte 
ther abyde vnto the time that the belt 
be rongen, and tel that y wakers com 
and take pon. Then ſhe fayd Þ chulde 
be to vou and to me:to al out frendes 
and kynred a great ſhame & tebuke. 
Therfoze at the reticrence of almighty 
god let me co me in. Thenfayde he. 
aue iu thy minde euel and falle wife 
how oftcntymes ye haue fozfaken my 
bed it done and adugutry, It is moch 
better that ye ſuffer ſhame tt be wayle 
foꝛ your ſpnnes here in this woꝛlde. 
than koz to ſuffer payne in * 
20 AYD 


Mayſters. 
kayd ãgapne to him Jpzay pou for 8 
loue of hymthat was crucylyed and 
dyed vpon the croſſe haue mercy vp 
me. The knyght ankwered pe labour 
all in vapne foz ye (hall not come in, 
but pe ſhaleary the compng of the was 
kers. As ſhe herde that,ſhe layde my 
Loꝛde ye know wel that by thys doze 
ſtandeth a well yt ye let me not come 
in I ſhall thertn dꝛowne myſelfe, ra⸗ 
ther than al my frendes ſhuld be ſha 
med fot me. Then ſayd he, wold God 
that ye had be dꝛowned longe afoze 0z 
ye in my bed came. And as they thus 
ſpake togethet, the mone went down 
and was al dark e. Tho ſayd ſhe, pf it 
wil none other wiſe be Jſhal dzowne 
ny ſelte, but pet afoze as a trewe cri 
tian woman J wplie make my teſta⸗ 
ment. Firſt I begueth to god a to ou: 
lady my ſoule my body to burped : 
the churche of ſaynt Peter and of 9: : 
2 83 thynges and goodes that 8 £ 
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Theſeney wyſe 


hath ſent me. J gyue vnto you to di(# 
pole toz my ſoule after your wyſdome 
and dffcrecyon, and whan ſhe had 
thus layd, (he went to the well and a 
great ſtone ther beynge with both her 
armes ſhe lyft vp and ſayde, Now J 
dꝛowne my (elf, caſt the ſtone down 
into the well and wente agapne pꝛy⸗ 
uclye a ſtode by the doꝛe. The knight 
herypng that nopſe cryed with aloude 
vopce laynge, alas alas my wyke ts 
D29wnep,and haſtelp came downe and 
ranne to the wel. And wyan ſhe (awe 
that the doꝛe was open, anone ſhe ens 
tred and locked and made faſte Þ gate 
and went vp to the chambet and lape 
and loked out of the wyndowe. The 
knighte ſtode by the well d ctyed and 
wept byttecriye and ſayd, wo be to me 
haue now loſt mi inoſt beloued wif 
curſed be the tyme that J made faſte 
the doze agaynſt het. The lady hetde 
thit# ſayd. O pe curled — 


Mayſters. | 
why ſtande ye there this tyme on the 
night, was not mp body to you ſuffts 
ciẽt, wherloꝛe gs ye thus euery nyghte 
nut to pour hariottes and hozes and 
leue my ved. As he herde the vopce of 
his wife ht was tight glad and ſayde 
Bleſſed be good that pet ſhe is not 
dꝛokned. But my good ladye whers 
foze tay ye ſuch thinges againſt me, 7 
thoughte to haue chaſtiſed you t ther 
koꝛze J locked the doꝛe. ¶ But in no 
wole J entended pour perl pe know 
wel what ſoꝛow Amade foz you wha 
I herde you to haue fallen in the wel 
tt therkoꝛe came lyghtiy to haue hol 
pen you. Therupon ſhe ſapd, kalſip pe 
Iye, I neuer dyd ſuche thinges as yt 
laye to me. But it appeteth by a co⸗ 
men pꝛouetbe, he 5 is defecttfe oꝛ cuts 
pable hymſelfe in a ſinne, he iudgetg 
tuety man to be in the ſame. oz els the 
father ſought neuer his konne iu the 
auen: but yt pe had ben therein hym⸗ 
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T. kbeſeuen wyſe 
ſelke, And therfoꝛe ye put that to me d 
pep pour ſelte haue oftentymes done #X 
ſed, but one thing Þ p2omiſe you pe 
ſhal abyde there til the wakers come, 
t that the bel be rongen that they mat 
lede you befoze the iudges to abyde x 
coffee thelawe.Tho — the knight. 
wherfoze laye ve luch thinges to me, 
Jam old and al my lyfe days J haue 
ben conuerſaunte in this Citie, and in 
this was J neuer dyffamed,and ther 
fone let me in that to me.ne to pour (elf 
ye do no ſhame. She layd, ve ſpeke tn 
vapne. It is bettet that pe fozthinke 
vout linnes in this woꝛld than in hel. 


ſayth.à pooꝛe man pꝛoude, A tyche 
— a lyet. An olde man a kole god ha 
tyth. So pe be a lper and be what 
_ was it to pou foꝛ to lie vpon me. 
And ve are a fole,foz ye had the floure 
ok mp youth at your pleaſure, and vet 
Pe mille runneto 0 hookes and * 
e 


Haue in mynde what the wpſe man 


ayſteres 


tes. And therkoꝛe it is a great griive ol 


god that pe haue tyine and ſpace toq 
forthynd it,. leſt that pe ſhuld periſſhe 
and be damned koꝛ euermo ze, and foꝛ 
that ſuffre pour penaunce pactentlye, 
The knight lay d. O mp belt and wel 
beloucd Lady all though it be ſo, pet 
is god mercykull, and he alketh no 
thyng of a ſynner. but he amende his 
lpfe and fozthynke and do penaunce 
fo2 his ſinnes. Nowe let me come in 
and J wp] make amendes. She ſapd 
whiche dcuyl hath ma de pou lo good 
a pꝛechour. So come pe not in Ind as 
they thus ſpake the bel was rongen, 
the knight heringe that ſayde, O my 
moſt dere lady the bell ryn eth nowe 
ſuffer me to come in that Þ be not as 
ſhamed foz cuer, whiche anlweted the 
ringing ofthe bell pꝛetẽdeth the helth 
of yout ſoule, take it pacyttly in your 
penaunce. And as this was ſayd come 
505 wakers aboute the Cptye wente 
D.. itt and 


3 The ſeuen wyſe 
andfound the knight ſtandyng in the 
rete and lapd to hym. O good man 
t is not good that ye in this Houre of 
the nyght ſtand here. And as ſhe herd 
the voyce of Þ wakers,ſhe ſayd. good 
felowes veing me on that olde curſed | 
hoꝛe hunter and ribaude, loꝛ ye knowe | 
whole doughter # what J am. Thys 
curied old man is wont euery nyghte 
to leue my bed, gothe to his Beozes 
#harlottes, Jhaue longe fozbozne 
hym and wolde not ſhewe it, ne com⸗ 
playne vpon him to mp krendes, koꝛ J 
1 truſted that he would haue amended 
4 bis mtſrule,x it helpeth not, And ther 
koze take him and punyſhe hym after 
the lawe ðᷣ al ſuche olde dotardes mey 
take exiple by him. Then the wakers 
toke hym and al nyght chaſty(cd him 
in pꝛyſon and on the moꝛont they put 
him on the ppllery, To ſayd the Em⸗ 
-pcrotire, 102d haue pe bnderſtod what 
3 baue lard x ye ard tight „ bo 
ſlapde 


WDayftersz 


ſayd Þ mayſter yt ve put to deth pour 


ſonne by the excytacyon of your wpte, 
it ſhal to youu wozle come than it dyd 
to the knight, The Empetour ſapde 
ſhe was the wozſte woman that euer 
J herde of that ſo falſiy het hulbande 
bꝛought to ſhame rebuke. I ſape to 
pou mayſter y foz y reaſon of thts ex⸗ 
* ample my ſonne ſhal this day not die 
! UMThematltcrſayd to him yl pe do ſo 
chan do pe wylely. Ind 5 here after pe 
ſhall tope, i Jcommendeyou to god, v 
thanke you ot out pactent heringe, # 


he departed 

CZbet6y:rd complaynt of ee 
„ En, 8 
[ whan thempꝛeſle herde that the 
c<tide was not dede ſhe wepte bitterli 
and entred into her pꝛiupe chamber, 
and tate het ſkyn with her naples, * 
with loude vopce ctyed tz ſaid alas 5 
euer Þ wag bozne,x 5 I ſo gret a kin⸗ 
Dullii. ges 
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of the ſpartnge of youre ſonne and lo 


T be ſeuen wyſe 
ges doughter (hold thus be intreated 
# ſhamed and therof can haue no res 
medy het gentilvoomen this heringe 
went and ſhewed it to themperour, & 
he went vnto her and confozted her 
ſaying, O ladye wepe not lo, ne crie 
not. foꝛ it becometh vou nothing: whi⸗ 
che lapd, the loue that J haue d owe 
to pou maketh me moze to ſoꝛow thã 
the contempte of the dede, foz why the 
in ward loue of your herte hath hither 
to pꝛohpbite & letted me that J haue 
not retoʒzned agayne into mp countre 
to my father, but 7 fete yt I ſhould ſo 
do to you it myght do harme,fo2 he is 
myghty to honcur me With ryches,t 
to venge my quarell and deſpyte in 
ſuche wyſe that pe and youres might 
foꝛthynke it. T hetto lar d themperour 
det that goc out of pour mynde, ſhewe 
it not, foʒ es longe s Þ Inte 4 (hall 
neuer feple you, And ſhe ſapd, lcꝛd J 
Fray god that c mare long re 
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Weyſite. 

I keate me that it hall happen vpoſſ 
vou as it did ofa knight # of his ſbe 
that wold not bury his kathers heade 
in the churche perd, and pet his father 
was foz hym ſlapne, Than ſayd the 
Emperoure. She we me that example 
how that was that he would not bu⸗ 
tye his fathers head. She lapd J * 
do it to pour pꝛofpte. a 


C Tze — y ihe 


Empzeſſe. 


Here was in the citie ofrome q 
knight that had two dotghs 
ters and one lonne this knight had ſo 
great del yte in hunting, tuſtyng. and 
turnepng that al thing that he myght 
wynne and get he layde it and ſpente 
it thervpon, Yn that time was anems 
perour named Octautan, which in ti⸗ 
cheſſe of golde and ſcluer exceded all 
other kinges and pꝛinces In lo _ 


The ſenen wyſe 
that he had a toure ful ot gold, and oꝛ 
dapned a knight to haue the kepinge 
"uw charge therot. This knighte that 
lo hauntẽd tuſtynge, and other pdcll 
15 cd me to ſo great poucite that 

was dyſpoſed to ſel his hetitage. 
called to him his lonne and la d. Ay 
ſonne it behoueth me of your counſel 
fo necellpre and pouette cempellethe 
me to ſell mine heritage, oꝛ els foꝛ to 
finde an other wape by the whiche J 
may lyut, fo pt I ſhoulde ſell myne 
heritage pe # your ſiſters ſhoulde pes 
riſhe. The ſonne ſayd. Father pf ye 14 
finde ony other meane withoutſellig 
of the herytage. I \hould be redpe co 
helpe vou. To whom the kather lapde 
am bethought vpon a good coun⸗ 
leyl. Chemperout hath a toure ful of 
gold, by night time let vs goe thyther 
With dees and dpgge and 
hewe thꝛoughe the teure, and lette vs 
take ol the Golde ag muche as (hall 


(afty\s 


Sayſters. 
ſufiſe vs. Therto anſweted the lonn t 
and ſayd, that counſepl can not be as 
mẽded, foꝛ it is better of themperours 
gold? to take to helpe vs than out hs 
rytage to ſell They role bp bothe in a 
night and went to the towze and with 
inſtrumẽtes they made their thzough 
an hole, and toke as muche golde as 
they both coud cary away at y tyme. 
The knyght paped his dettes # haũ⸗ 
ted agayne iuſtes as he dydde befoze 
tyll all was ſpente and conlumed. In 
the meane whyle the keper of, the tres 
ſure wente into the toute and whan be 
ſawe the treſoure ſtolen. and agreate 
hole made though the wall. he began 
to ware ſoꝛe ag fetd and went to — 2 
petoute and ſhewed howe it was be⸗ 
fallen, To whome themperour ſapd al 
angrelye. hat nedelt thou to ſhewe 
that haue I not delynered to the mp 
treloure. X therkoꝛe of the J wpl aſke 
Tho anone as eka herd) 1 wet 
to 


T Ebeſeneywyſe 
to the toure agayne, and ſet afoze the 
hole agtcat beſſell ful ol pytche meds 
led with other gummes lo ſubtely, p 


that he muſt nedes fal into that veſſel 
and il he thetin fel coulde no moꝛe cos 
out of it. Not longe after the knighte 
had al the golde conſumed and ſpent, 
and went agayne with his ſone to the 
toure to ſtele moꝛe golde. And as the 
father went in firſte, anone he was fas 
len in the vellel with pitche to ÿ necke 
and whan he ſawe thet he was taken 
and cold not gette out, he ſayde to hys 
fonne folowe me not foꝛyt᷑ thou doſt 
thon mayſt not eſtape to be taken. 

Chan the ſonne ſayde, god defended it 
$ }ſhold not helpe pou: foz pf pe ate 
found? me are al but dede, it that pe 
may not be holpen by me. I ſhall ſeke 
counſell how that pe mape be deliue⸗ 
red and holpen. The father ſayd, ther 


(werd 
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no man myght come in at Þ hole, but | 


ts none other counleyſl, but with thy 


Mayſtere. 


werd ſmyte of myne heed, and as mx 


body is found without heed, no man 
(hai know me. t ſo thou # my dough⸗ 
ters may eſtape # auoydethys woꝛld⸗ 
ly ſhame and death. The ſonne (ayd, 
Father pe haue gyuen the beſt coun⸗ 
ſeyl. Foꝛ yt it were ſo that ony manne 
might perceyue onye knowledge of 
vod, none of vs ſhulde eſcape 5ᷣ dethe 
g therfoꝛe it is expedient þ your heed 
be lmytten of. A none he dꝛew out his 


and caſt it into a pytte, and afterward 
hid it thertn and yede and ſhewed to 
his (pſters all the matter whiche mani 


$ treſour came into the toure # found 
a body wythout onye heed, wherof he 
wondꝛed ſoꝛe, and ſhewed it to ÿ Em⸗ 
peroute. To whome he ſapde, bynde 


that bodye at the taple ok an houſe, 0 
Cytie 


d2a we it by al the ſtretes of the 
7 and 


ſwerde and ſmate of his fatherz heede 


dꝛyes after pꝛiuely bewapled the deth 
ol theyꝛ father. Alter thys 5 keper of 


The ſeney wyſe 
add dylygentlye take good hede yk ye 
here on cry oꝛ wepyng, where ſo euer 
pe here that he is loꝛd cf Þ houſe, take 
all them and wpth the body dꝛaw thẽ 
to the galowes and hange them. The 
which themperours ſcruauntes fulftt 
led accozding to hys cõmaundement. 
And as the came agapnſt the houſe of 
of the dede knyght, and as the dough⸗ 
ters law the body of theyꝛ ded father, 
they made a maruclous gtete ſhrych 
and wept pyteoully and as ther bꝛo⸗ 
ther that herd, auone he wounded him 
lel fe greuoullpe in the mout h wyth a 
znyle. ſo that grete plentp of blod cam 
oute of the wound. The offycers whã 
the her de that noyſe and erte entred in 
to the houſe, and demaũded the cauſe 
ok theyꝛ noyſe and clamour. Tho ans 
ſwered the ſonne that Jam this woũ⸗ 
ded koz whan my liſters lawe mi blod 
fo habundauntly goo oute as pe ſee, 
they began to wepe and cry. And = 
the 


Sayſters. 


offpcer lawe the wound they beleued 
hys wozdes,and ſo dyſceyited wente 


t heir wayes, and hynge the bodye ok 
the knyght vpon the galowes where 
it hinge long tyme and his ſõne wold 
neyther take his body down from the 


galowes, ne pet buty his hed the Em⸗ 


pꝛeſſe lapd vnderſtãd ye what haue 
lapd. Themperour layd pe tight wel. 


C The dectaratyon of the 
cpample, 

CThoſpake thempꝛelſe. thus mt loꝛd 
A fere ing itchalbe of you and of pour 
ſonne, Thys knyghte fox louedfhys 
ſonne was made pooxe, and fyzſte he 
commptted thefte and bꝛake the tour, 
ſecondary dyd hym teife to be headed, 
that hys chyldzen hulde haue no cha⸗ 
me. Atter the lonne caſt hys hede in a 
dyke, and buried it neyther in chyꝛche 
no iu chy2ch verde. his body he ſuffes 


red to hauge ſtyll vpon the me 
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So _ lead agayne towardes the 


The ſenen wyſe 


E ð he could not haue taken it downe 


in che day he might well haue done in 
the night. In the lame maner ye la⸗ 
bout night and day that ye may pꝛo⸗ 
mote your fon to honour and riches; 


But wythout doubt he dayly labou⸗ 


reth foz Four confuſpon and deſtruc⸗ 
cpon, that he mae tegne after vou in 
pour empyre,Therfoze Jaduiſe vou 
that pe do hym to be hanged bekoꝛe oz 
he pou deftroye, Themperout fayde 
ve haue ſhewed me a good exſample. 
Che tznightes lone whã he had ſmts 
ten ofhts faders hede wold not bury 
out doute my ſonne ſhal not 
do lo by me, but he comaunded anone 
hy 8officers that they ſhuld lede him 


totheg alowes, andthey obeyed hys 
| commanndementhaſtly, and as thep 
r lad him through 5 ſtretes the people 


made great noyſe and lamentacyon, 
alas alas the onely ſone ofthe empe⸗ 


galowes. 


Maſters: 
galowes. and as they thus ladde hym 
the third mapſter named Cratõ came 


8 rydyng vpon an hoꝛſe. as the childe 


ſawe hym be bowed downe his heade 
to him as though he had ſapde, haue 
mynde vpon me. The people erped 
laynge. O good mapſt et haſt you ⁊ 
laue pour dilciple. He ſmote his hoꝛſs 

with ſpoꝛes c haſted him to the Pas 
laps. And whan he came befozetheins 
perout he honourablye ſalued him 

whiche ſayd thy comyng hyther halt 
neuer auaple thee,noz it that thou coe 4 
meſt foz, The mapſter ſayd. J | 
in my cominge to haue ben weltome 
and haue had a better cewarde c note 
to haue be rebuked. The Emperonte- 
layd as pe haue deſerued ſo ſhal it be 
to pou. To whom he ſayd, My lozde 
what haue J deſerued. Thempetoure 
ſayde ve haue tyght well deſerued 
death. Foz why J delpuered to vou 
mp! lonne wel ſpeakinge and wel ma⸗ 


El nered 
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The ſenry wiſe 
niered koz to enkoꝛme and teche and pe 
haut delpuered hym agayne to me 
doume and a tybaude. To whom the 
mayſter layd,. in that pe ſap he is doũe 
that J commyt to God foꝛʒ he maketg 
the doume to ſpeake and the deafe to 
heate, But in that pe ſape Phe would 
haue pour wyle cnfo2ced that wold I 
gladly know pt onye creature haue y 
leen;ko2 there is no malyce aboue the 
malyce of a woman, and that ſhall | 
pzoue by a good example that womẽ 
are ful o leſynges and deceptions. x 
pk ve, put to death your ſonne fot the 
woꝛdes of your wo fe.it (hal hapen to 
vou as it dyd to a noble manne of hys, 
wpfeand of hys Pye, the whiche he lo 
ued merucylouſiye, To Whome the 
Einperoute ſapd. I pave pou tell me 
ho we that women are ful of malyce 
leſynges whyche layd J Wyll not do 
it, but i? ye fyꝛſt call agayne pout ſõne 
fromthe deth,and then at pour e | 
4&3 | ute 


Maſters ⸗ | 

ſure I ſhal ſhewe the example. Than 
themperour anone made the chylde to 
be cailed agayne and put in pꝛilon. 
Than the mapſtet began to ſap thys 
example in this foutme folowing. 


C Tbeepampe of the tyꝛd mayſteri 
r hete was in a Citie a ryche 
burgeys that had a Ppe the 
which he loued ſo muche that euerpe 
dap he taught her to ſpeke latyn and 
hebꝛewe. And whã ſhe had lerned per 
kectly to ſpeake thoſe two langages. 
al that ſhe law a herde ſhe ſhewed # 
tolde to her maiſter. This good man 
had a kapꝛe ponge wefe as pe haue, ] 
which he loued muche, but (he contra⸗ 
rie loued not him, bycaule he myghte 
not kurniſhe her of luch pleaſures and 
luſtes as ſhe defired to haue, and ther 
toe had (he an other fapze ponge man 
chat ſhe loued aboue her hulbande. 

And alwayeg ag her huſbãd was out 


F Type ſeuen wi 


of the to wne about his marchaũdiſe 
other beſpnelle to do, and ſhe ſẽt fox 
her belt beloued that they myght tos 
gether make good chere. The pye as 
the that ſawe tolde it to her mapyfter, 5 
athis home comynge. in ſuche wiſe p 
the noyle tanne al ouer the citie of het 
| aditjoutry, wherofher huſband manp 
I. tymes bꝛauled and chide her. She ans 
wh ſwered him, pe beleue pour curſed pie, 
Which as longe as ſhe lyueth ſhal al⸗ 
wayes make bet wir vs varyaunce x 
- dyſcozde,And he layd the pie cã not ly. 
koʒ that ſhe ſeeth and Hereth chat ſe 
telleth me, and therfoze Jbeleue her 
moꝛe than pou. It foꝛtuned that this 
good man went into ferte countres to 


do his marchaundiſe, & as ſone as he 
. was gone his wife ſent koꝛ her frende 
15 and loue to ſolace # make good chere 
i w hym,buthe durſt not come by daye 
9 lyght, but abode to the euenynge leſt 
4 that he ſholde be lene and marked = | 
ik | the 


Sayſtere 
people. And as the nyght was comen, 
he knocked at the gate: ſhe was redt 
and opened it #ſapd, Go tn freiye fox 
no ma [hal ſee pou, and he layd J fere 
me that the curſed pye ſhall accuſe vs 
fo by het is comen greate ſclaundze 
bpon vs thzoughoue al 5; citte,Entre 
in ſhe ſayd boldely and fete not, And 
as he ſholde paſſe though that halle 
where the pie was in her cage ſhe hetd 
him ſap theſe woꝛdes. O mp moſt be⸗ 
loued Þ feare me greatly ofthe pye 5 
ſhe ſhal bew2ape vs. And as the wife 
herde that (he ſapd. Be ſtyl foole it is 
darke ſhe map not ſe pou. Then Þ fpe 
that herynge ſayde, Ik Iſe the not F 
hearethp vopce . ſt thou doſt wzong to 
mp maiſter.toꝛ thou ſlepeſt with my 
mapſtreſſe, and whan my mayſter cos 
eth J (hall tel him. The ponge man 
heryng that ſapd. Tolde J not you 

the pie ſhuld dyſcouer vs. And y wike 
cad keate not, koz 01 . we chal 


bs 


 Theſeneywyſe 

beatenged vpon the pye. And entred 

into the chamber and flepte together 
that nyght. About midnight the wike 
atoſe,and called to her a maden and 
ſayde fetche me a ladder and ſet vp to 
therofe of p houſe that J may wꝛeke 
me vpon the ppe. The mayde dyd loo 
And they bothe went Vp and made an 
hole thzoughe the couerynge of thee 
Houle ryghte ouer the pye, and there 
thzoughecaſte ſande clay,ſtoneg,and 
water vponthe pye, ſomoche that the 
pooꝛe pye was nere deade and on the 
mozne the yonge man wente crly out 
ata backe dooze. And whan the good 
man was comen home as his cuſtum 
was he went and vylited his pye and 
lade toher. O ppe my welbeloued 

 byzde,tay me how thou haſt fared the 
whiles that J haue bene oute, She 
[ayd mapſter I (Dal tel vou tydinges 
that J haue berde, youte wyfe as ſone 
as ye were gone by the night —— 
| 3 0 


Wayſters 5 

let a man come in and as Ithat herde 
tolde him 5 J woldſhewe it to you 
at pour compnge home, that not with 
ſtonding ſhe lad him into pour cham 
ber. and llepte wyth hym all night, ye 
de maunded me al fo how that Jhaue 
de ne in your abſence. Ind J lape you 
of a trouth that J was neuer lo nygh 
my death as J was that ſame nighte 
wyth ſno we haple and raine that fyll 
vpon my body, ſo longe dutinge that 
J was almoſt left foꝛ vede, The wyke 
whan ſhe herde that ſayde to her hul⸗ 
bonde. Spꝛ you belcue your pye now 
mape pe hcre what ſhe ſayth.ſhecoms 
playneth that in the ſame nyght there 
fylt fo much ſnow haple and rapne vp 
on her that (Fe was almoſte dede, and 
pet ther was none of the all t lat ſame 
night, koꝛ ther was not in a pere a faps 
ret ne a clerer nighte than it was, and 
therfoze from Hencefoath belene her 
not. Tho wẽt the good mii to hys ney 
bours and demaüded ok them ik that 


T be ſeniey wyſe | 
night were any tepeſt oz tayne. They 
anlwered that ſome of them had wa⸗ 
ked al the night, a in al that pere they 
had not ſene a fayrernyght, Tho wet 
he to his houſe and layde to his wyfe 
IJ haue founden pou in the trouth fox 
the nyght was fayze and cleare as # 
vnderſtande of pour neyghbours, ye 
may nowe knowe of a troth layde ſhe 
the pie is à lier, with her leſinges ſhe 
hath ſowe and made dtſcozde bet wirt 
bs,x ouer y Jam diffamed thzoughe 
the citie by her falle lefinges,than the 
burgeys went to the Pie # laid wher⸗ 
fore haſte thou made lies and falle tas 
les be twir me and my wyle. Js thys 
the thanke chat J haue foꝛ the mete d 
A was wot to gyue the w mine owne 
hã des eueti dap, haſt alſo therby mi 
wile bzough into grete diffamacyon 
though al the towne. The pye anſwe 
red, god knoweth that J can not [ye 


fo that Jſaweand herde that haue J 
* | ſhe wed 


 $payſters 
ſhewed to pou, Than ſayd he. ß lyeſt⸗ 
Haſte thou not ſapde vato me that in 
that ſame nyght was haple# Snowe 
and rapne that thou haddeſt nerehãd 
loſte thy like which ts falle. And ther⸗ 
foze frome benſfoꝛth thou (halt make 
no mo leſinges ne dylcozde betwix me 
and my wpte,x toke 5ᷣ pie bꝛake her 
necke. ag p wyfe yſaw ſhe was glade 
and ſapd nowe haue pe done wel now 
mape we al our lyut dapes lyue tn res 
ſte and peas, And whan he had ſlane 
pe, he loked vp and lawe in the tope 
ofthe houſe a ladder and a veſſell i 
water ſand and ſtones and as he that 
beheld he percepued the falſhed of his 
wyle. and cryed withe a loude voyce. 
wo be to me that fo2 my wpucs woꝛ⸗ 
des haue mp Pye ſlayne and all my 
ſolace and iope loſt. the whiche in all 
thynges ſapd to me trouth. And as he 
hade thus doone anone foꝛ ſoꝛow lefs 


te his marchaundyſe and al his houſe 


and 


. 


1 The ſeuen wyſe 

and went towardes the holpe lande, 
and neuer tetoꝛned agayne towardes 
his wyle. Than the mayſter ſapde to 
the Emperour, Spꝛ haue pe vnder⸗ 
ſtande what J haue laid. he anſwered 
tight well the mayſter ſayd, was not 


that a falſe and curſed wyle that ſo by 
het leſinges cauſed the Pye fox to be 


ſtayne. The Einpetour ſayd. In troy? 
the (he was full of falſeneſſe, J fox 
thinke greatly the Pye,the which koꝛ 
her ttuc ſaytng loſt her life. Uerely J 
lay to you that pe haue told me a faire 
example therioze this daye my fonne 


hal not dye, Tho ſapd the mayſter, 


Spꝛ pk pe do ſo pe doe wyſelye, and Þ 
thanke pou that pe haue ſpared your 
ſonne, this dape koꝛ my wyll, and to 
god J commende poun 


¶ The feutß complaynt of 


the Empꝛeſſe. 


Wapſters 1 
¶ ushan the emp2eſſe herde that the 
childe was not pet deade, ſhe made 
great nopſe and crienges in ſuch wile 
that ſe was herd thꝛough the palais 
and ſapde. woo be to me that ever I 
was made Empꝛelle, wold god J had 
dyed whan J was bꝛought into theſe 
parties whan the Emperourherde Þ 
noyle and crye that ſhe made, he ens 
fred into the chamber, and confoꝛted 
her as muche as he might and demaũ 
ded the cauſe of het lamentacton. whi⸗ 
che ſayd, Ompn owne loꝛde haue no 
wonder though that J be in this gret 
ſozowe and agont fox Jam pour wife 
and in pout companpe by pour ſonne 
F am ſhamed, as pe ſawe me lately all 


be bled and ſcratched c ye haue prꝛos⸗ 


myſed ine that he ſhuld therfoze be has 
ed,x yet he liueth. wherkoꝛe ſhoulde 
Anot ſoꝛowe Themperour anſweted 
be content and pleaſed,and J (hal do 
luſtiſe vp0 my lone to K in 
that 


** 


XZ fe ſeuen wyſe - 
that J foꝛbare him peſter day, was at 
the meupng of one of themayſters by 
an example. T han ſayd ſhe. Baue pe 
fozbozen to do iuſtice foz owne, woꝛd 
Were it ſofoz al the woꝛld pe ſhuld not 
let do tuſtpce,x pe ſay foz the example 
of one mapſter ve haue lefte it. I feare 
me it (hal happen with you and wpth 
pout maiſtets as vpoa tyme it foꝛtu⸗ 
ned to an Emperoure with his ſeuen 
wile mayſtets. ¶ The empetout 
ſayde I pꝛape vou tel] me that exams 
ple, ¶ She lapd. To what entente 
ſhould J laboure in vapne, fo yeſter 
daye I ſhewed peu a good example # 
it auaplcd not, foꝛ what ſomeuer Jſhe 
we foꝛ your honoute & pꝛolyte p the 


mayſtets of your lonne toꝛne vp and 


downe to pour deſtructpon as in this 
pꝛeſent example J ſhall clerelp ſhewe 
you To whom themperoure ſayd, O 
my beft beloued lady tel me that exã⸗ 
ple.that by the ſame J may the better 

| beware 


At 


And che laid gladly Jſhal ſhewit fox 
here altet koloweth. 
CT Te fourth epampte of the Empꝛeſſe 


| theemptre was gouerned and ruled: 
And themperour that chan was; dyd 
do nothinge oz attempte wpthoutthe 
tounſell ot them, as they vnderſtode 
| thattheEmperour was to them ſo in 
| 62dapne oz do nothynge, in the meane 
tyme the made by theyz atte and con⸗ 
ninge vᷣthe Emperoure ſhuld clereſy 
ſe as longe as he was in his palaps 


Hayſtero. 


beware, foz though that J reſpyted 


my lonne life fo2 one dape, Þ ſhal not 
therkoꝛe giue him his lyfe, foꝛ that is 
differed, it is not therefoꝛe auferred, 


pour p2ofyte and began to tell it as 


Omtypme wag in the citte of rome 
ſeuen wyſe matſters,by whome af 


but anone ag he wag oute of hys pas 
2 aps, 


— — 2 


X be ſeuen wyſe 
laps, he was made blynde,# that dyd 
they tothe entent that thep might the 
mozefreiy intrompt themſelfe of all 
thinges that apperteyned to thempe⸗ 
rour,bp the whiche they gat and wan 
to them great pzofice # lucre of goods 
des.# afterthey had made, c wzought 
that experiment, they cold neuer chag 
it ne foʒ do it, afterwarde. but thempe 
rout abode ſtyl blynde many petes. 
Then the. vii. may ſl ers made and 02s 
deyned thzough out the empyre, that 
it ony man had dꝛeamed a dꝛeame he 
ſhuld come vnto them with a flozene 
of gold oꝛ of ſiluer t they ſhoulde ex⸗ 
pounde and declare vnto them the in 
terpꝛetacion of thepz dꝛemes wherby, 
and by other vntuft meanes they ob⸗ 
teyned muche inoꝛe ſubſtaunce and 
monp of the peoplethan themperoute 
did. So vpon a time whan he ſat at 
the table w the empꝛeſſe he began to 
ſighe and ſozowe in hym lelke, x _ 
Ve 


Mayſters. 
ſhe percepued that ſhe enquered dilp⸗ C i! 
| gently of him the cauſe of his heutnes 41 
| & doloure. Themperoure ſayd,ſhuld '1 
not that to me be heup and loꝛzowfull 
that J ſo longe haue ben blinde d out 
| of my palaps, and of that can haue oz 
finde no remedy. To whome, ſpake the 
etnpꝛeſſe it ſayd. my loꝛde here my toũ 
| leyll and it ſhall neuet repent pou pk 
| pedotherafter, In your courte pe 
haue.vit, wile mapſters by whom pe 
tt al Pempery is gouerned,yfpenow 
beholde and marke this in Your mind 
pe ſhall fynde that they are the cauſe 
cf pour blindnes and diſeale, and if it 
be ſo they are woꝛthy to dye a ſhame 
fuldeth, therkoꝛe take hede to my toũ⸗ 
lel and aduyſe. Sende ye koꝛ them x 
(ewe vnto them pour dyſeale and in 
fitmyte, and thꝛete them one payne of 
theyꝛ liues. that thhey Chould fynde 
a remedy to make vou hole of poute 
ick nelle and blyndneſſe. This coũſell 
45 pleaſed 


- remedy we are all but dede men, So 
: went ether fromthens thzough out al 


The ſenen wyſe 
leaſed the Emperour well. and anon 
ſent foz the mapſters, and whan they 
were come.,themperout anon ſhowed 
vnto them his infyꝛmpte a blyndenes 
and charged them vpon payn of dea⸗ 
the, that they ſhould lecke a remedpe 
and make hym hole thereof. Then an⸗ 


* LCweredthey.ye deſyze of vs athynge 
that is dffaſyſe and hard foz vs to do 
thus ſhoꝛtly but gyue vs relpyte and 
dapes and in the tenthe dape we ſhall 


gyue pau anl were. Themperout was 
chere with well content and pleaſed. 
Chen the leuen wiſe mayſters wente 
to counſell. how they myght that beſt 
chaunge and altet, and that in no ma⸗ 
ner could they fynde the meane howe 
they myght put awaye the blyndnes 

from the Empetour, wherfoꝛe they 


were all ti ahe ſoꝛowtul, and ſapde as 


monge — ſclfe, without we finde a 


the 
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Mayſters. 
the Empyꝛe and ſought yf they colde 
fynde ony remedy oz counſel therfoze? 
It hapned then vpon a tyme goynge 
thzongh a citie in the middes therof 
they found childzen playnge, and afs 
ther them came a man wa talente oz 
ftozene of golde and ſapde to them. 
Good mayſters this night haue dꝛe 
med a dꝛeme.thenterpzetacion therof 
J wold faine know. ndherfoze I pꝛay 
pou ſhew me what it ſignitteth a take 
thys gold to you, That herd one ot 
childꝛen that plapd among the other 
andſayd to hym.gyue me the golde r 
not them, J (hal expound thy dꝛeme 
The man lade. I dꝛemed this night 


that in the myddes ok myn ozchyerde 
was a greae ſpzinge of waſer,wherof 


came many ſmal ſpzinges that al min 
ozchyerde was full and ouer lo wẽ w 
wat er. The childe ſayd, take a ſpade 
and digge in the ſame place there ag 


And 


0 - ol, 


pꝛetaciõ of His dzcime,X he wold none 


powne the dꝛeame. they ſayde to him, 


: Tfeſeney wyſe 
c there ſhal ye finde an hoꝛde of gold 
ſo great that pe and al pour childʒen # 


linage ſhalbe fo euer ryche Che man | 


did as the child had ſhewed hym and 
kounde the treſoure accozdyng tots 
woꝛdeg. Tho went the man to y child 
and olfted him a pound wepght of the 
gold that be Had founde fox the inter⸗ 


recepue but cõmitted him to the pꝛay 
ers of the mã. The. vil. mayſters whi 
they hearde the childe lo wyſelye ex⸗ 


good childe what is your name he an 
wered & layd Jam called Merline. 

Then ſayde the matſters, we ſe clerely 
reat wildome in pou, we (hall ſhem 
nto yon a greate mater, and of that 
we wold gladly that ye could finde a 
temedy The childeſayd. Shewe me 


be hath his light clere wout any im⸗ 


pediment 


your mater, and they laid themperour | 
of tome as gad as he is in his palais | 


N RN N 9 - - 
y I 7 2 3 2 EC 8 2 9 1 , 5 — 6 
: —_ Ws S . K 3 * 
g as a6: " 5 * - ME N 
% * 3 TELLS "75H 
* 


Mapſters. 
pediment. And as ſone as he is gone 
| out of his palays he is ſo blynde that 
he map not le. Pf ve can now deter⸗ 
myne the cauſe hero, c finde a remedy 
that he may be eaſed # haue his light 
àgapne pe ſhal haue greate rewardes 
and honoures ol thẽperour. The child 
| ſapd,Jknow the cauſe as wel of hys 
| b{tadhede as of te remedye. Thep 
layd to him. Come with vs to the cms 
perour, and ye ſhalbe rewarded ſo lar 
gely pe ſhalbe pleaſed, To whom Þ 
, þ childe lapd, J am readi to go w vou. 
And whan they came w the child be⸗ 
| fozethe Emperour they ſayde to him, 
L oꝛd loo here chis child that we haue 
bꝛolight atoꝛe you v which (Hal fulfil 
| pour deſy2e as touchyng the cauſe of 
pour blidnes as the recouerig of your 
light. Thẽperour laid,good meiſters 
wol pe take it vpd pou ⁊ abide thero⸗ 
pthe child Hal do w me, Ther al ſaꝛd 
pe, foz we be experte in hrs wyldome⸗ 
Fit. Theme 
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th, To whom the chylde ſapde my loꝛd 


Theſenen wyſe 


Themperour tozned himſelf towars 


des childe and lapde, wyl pe vnder 
take to tell me the cauſe of my blinds 
nelle x the remedy. The childe anlwe⸗ 
red and ſayd, My loꝛde the emperour 
lede me into your bedchainber, & ther 
I (Hal ſhewe you what is to be done. 
And as he was therin bought he ſaid 
to the ſeruauntes, take of the clothes 
ofthe bedde, and al tye apparyle,x pe 
ſhal ſe wonders. And as Þ was done 
they ſaw a wel lmoking that had, vii. 
ſpꝛiges oꝛ floodes, the which wha the 
perour ſawe metuapled greatlpe the 
chyld ſayd pe ſe this well and wyth⸗ 
out it be es ve ſhal neuer haue 
pour ſyzt, themperour layd. ho w may 
that be. ÿ <yld ſayd,but by one wap 
Themperour ſayde. Shewe hs than 
the meanc.and pf it be poſſpble to me 


it ſhalbe downe, 5 Imap recover as 


gapne my ſpght as well Wout as W 


the 


ges w the wel chalbe vanyſſhed and 
gone — and ye (hal haue agayne 


this was done and kulkilled the well 


OE. = dr Ea 


Mayſtetes 
the, vii. ſpꝛenges ofthis well are theſe 
bit, wyle mayſters, the whiche pou and 
pour Emppꝛe hytherto haue trapte⸗ 
rofly gouerned and haue pou made 
blynde as ye be without pour palays 
that they pour lubgettes by extoʒcion 
myght plucke and pil, pe not ſeynge. 
but now they knowe not the remedp. 
Hete pe now my counſel, this welle 
halbe quenched and extyncte do ſtrik 
of the kerſt mapſters hede,# anone pe 
ſhal the firſt ſpꝛing quenched and lo 
by oꝛdze one after an other, till p they 
are all beheded, and anone al the ſpzin 


your ſight as pe had afoze, And as 


with the, vii. ſpꝛinges were vaniſhed 
And asthemperour had hys light a⸗ 


gapne he made the childe a gret lozde 


and gaue him great habundaunce ok 
Goodep, Alter that ſpake thempzeſſe. 
ny 
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Tzpe ſenen wyſe 
my loꝛd haue ye this example wel pet 
cepued that J haue tolde you, and he 
Tapd ye in the beſt wile, ye haue recited 
a good and a rial example. Than laid 
(he. In the lame wpſe your, vii. wple 
mapſters intende to do with pou, by | 
they: falſe narracyons.that pour ſone | 
may reigue vponyou, ö god fozbede, 


CZ he decſaratpon of the 
c pampl e. | 


Chis welle is pour ſonne wher⸗ 
of oute flo wen leuen ſpꝛynges, that 
ſignefte the leuen wiſe mayftcrs the 
which lonne ye map not deſtroy with⸗ 
gut the. vii. matſters be made feble x 
bꝛeught to nought that done this wel 
that is rout ſome with al his cauilla⸗ 
cions and wiles ſhal not ſcape, but let 
him e hanged firſt leſte that he haue 
held olhis maiſters, and foꝛth after 
cout. quently nn And lo 


pe 


ok. lf. tw. DM EE 


uno wha he came bekozethe empereur 


Sapſters t 
pe ſhall gouerne and guide your em⸗ 
pire in reſte and peace. Themperoure 
anone tommaunded his ſeruaũtes to 
lede his lonne to the galowes whiche 
they were lothe to do. So was there 
than a grete multitude of people gas 
thered with great nopfe and bewatlig 
ſo that the noyle came to the ers of the 
fourth maiſt er named malquidzac the 
whiche lepte vpon his hozle, and has 
ſted him to the palaps, So mete with 
him his diſciple and did reuetence to 
him, and recommaũded him vnto him 


and had done his obeyſaunee and re⸗ 
uerence as apperteyned, Themperour 
anſwered and ſaid, (tel thanke haue 
pe olde curled cattife fox the techinge 
of mp ſonne koꝛ I deliuered you mp 
fonne well ſpekinge in al thin ge tight 
vertuous. And pe haue leut him atole 
dope ſt a ribaude, foꝛ he woid belaine 
w fozce my wife,zx ther foꝛe al ye w hi 
lin. t 
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ol pour wife ye iudge your fone to die 


The ſeuen wyſe 
togither ſhalbe hanged. Thoſayed P 


mapſtcr.4Fy tozde J haue not that de 


ſerued of yo4,godkneweth whi your 
ſonne ſpeketh not in ſhoꝛte tyme ſhall 
perceyue other thinges, but 5 time is 
not pet comen. But in that pe ſape he 
wolde haue oppꝛeſled pour wpfe, that 
is not goſpel ne pꝛoued, ne foz one li⸗ 
guler petlone pe ſhould not iudge to 
deth your ſonne,yf now fo2 Þ wozdes 


it wil be woꝛs to pou tha to an old mã 
of his wptfe,x that Þ (hal pꝛoue. To 


whom the emperour layd, Thinke pe 


to do w me Pe olde dotarde, as lottme 
ſeuen wyſe men dyd to an Emperour, 
Ther to lapd the maſter, The offence 
02 treſpace of one o2 yet of tveett, map 
not found to the rebuke blame of al 
othcr,fo2 oucr al the woꝛlde there bee 
bothe good and cuyll,But one thyng 
of a trouth J ſhal ſhewe you, Þ cuyll 
ſhall come to you yf ye this dape doe 


pour ſonne to deth fo the woꝛdes of 


Woyſters, 

pour wyke, the whyche J wolde ſhew 
by a notable example. Than ſapd the 
emperoute wol pe that recyte foz our 
lernynge. The mapſter lapde. Plye 
wyll calle agapne pour ſonne. & kepe 
him til Jhaue made recytacton of the 
example ⁊ than what ſomeuer pe (hal 
thinke beſt to done with him. do it. 
ſhall rcherce this, example oz els not 
The Emperout comaunded that he 
ſhulde be called agayne and deſpzed, 
the mayſter to ſape as here aſter enſu 
eth o2 koloweth. 


C Theepainpfe of the fourt9Smayſteri 


V Here was an olde knyght a a 
ryght wyſe man that longe li⸗ 
ted with wife and child. His frendes 
came to hym many tymes & counſep⸗ 
led and exhoꝛted him that he ſhoulde 
take awpfe.The knight thus counſet 

led and ſtyzted by his frendes lo ofte 
| times 


The ſenen wyſe 
times that at the laſt he agreed to the 
And they gaue him to wile the dough 
ter of the pꝛouoſt of Rome that riche 
was and right fapꝛe, whome whan he 
had ſene anone he was made blinde a 
taken in her loue, and began to loue 
her meruaploully well and whan they 
had bẽ à certatne [pace together # hid 
no fruite ne chtide, Upon a time in a 
mozninge it happened that (he wente 
to the churche where ſhe met with her 
mother and laluted her as it behoued. 
My dere doughter laid p mothet how 
pleaſeth pou your martage and pour 
huſbonde. She laid right eutl].for ye 
haue giuen to ine an olde lame mon, 
me in al thinges dilpleaſinge, J wolde 
ye had that ſame time buried me, foꝛ 3: 
Had leuer lye and ete with a wine tha 
with him, and therfoꝛe J may no len⸗ 
get thus endute, but Jmuſt loue an 
other, Tho layd the mother, god fo2- 
bede ÿ. My dere doughter how longe 

tyme 


— 


Mapſtets. 

tyme J haue be with pour father and 
pet hpther to J neuer medled me with 
ſuche kolpſhenes. The doaghter ſapde 
mocher it is no metuaile foꝛ ye both in 
pour youth mette together and the one 
toke ſolace of the othet, and J map re- 
ceyue of him no maner of ſolace coꝛpo⸗ 
cal foꝛ he is colde aud bpon the bed he 
lyeth as ſtyli as a ſtone, oꝛ as a thynge 
immouable: The mother an{Wwered pk 
pe wrl loue an other lap me what he ts 
The doughter layd a pzetſt J wil loue 
to whome the mother layd it were bet⸗ 
ter to you and leſſe [pn to loue a knight 
02 a ſquiet thã a pꝛeiſt, aud the dough⸗ 
ter ſaybe. Ff I ſhuld loue a knight o2 
a gentei ſquier in ſhort time he woulde 
be wery ok me, and after that he wolde 
do me ſhame and tell it ouer all, and 
ſo it is not of the Pꝛeiſt, ſoꝛ he wil hol⸗ 
De and kepe hys owne honoute and 
counſepil as well as myne. 
Ind allo !pitituall menne bee moꝛe 
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he ſeuen wyſe 
true to their loues than the ſeculer mẽ 
Tye mother ſayd. Eere my counſeyll 
# it ſhall be good fo2 you, Olde kol⸗ 
tzes ate wplly & fell tempte pour hul⸗ 
bonde ſitſt & yt pe eſcape hym without 
doynge any hatme oꝛ ſmytynge, than 
loue the pꝛeſt. The doughter lapd J 
map not ſo longe abyde. The mother 
ſayd vpon my bleſſynge abyde tyll pe 
haue pꝛoued him. The doughter laid 
vpon your bleſlynge J wyll aby de ſo 
longe, tyl Þ haue attempted him but 
firſt ſay me ho w that J ſhal pꝛoue hi 
Che mother ſayde, He hath in his oꝛ⸗ 
chrerde a tree whithe he loueth moch 
do that to be {mtten downe whples he 
is out at hont nge, and agenſt his cos 


mpnuge make him there a fyꝛe, and vf 


he fozgpue it you than map pe ſutelpe 
loue the pꝛeeſt.à s ſhe had herd ỹ coũ 
ſeyll of her mother (fe went to her 
houſe. To whom het huſbonde ſapcd, 
Where haue pe ben lo ne n ans 

lwerd 


Mayſters. 
_— haue ben in the church wher 
as I inet w my mother and with her 
9 iptel IJ haue talked a comined and 
ſo began pꝛopꝛelp foꝛ to dyllymyle. 
Ffter midday Þ knight rode out koꝛ to 
huate. Then ſhe thynkinge vpon the 
counſeyll ofher mother went to the 
gatdiner and ⁊̃ ſavd to Him, Cut dow 
ne this pong tree nen planted 5 J 
map make a fpze therot to warme my 
102d W al at his comyng krõhũtinge. 
Fo it is a grete wind # atight charpe 
cold, The gardyner ſayd, Madame ig 
wil J not do,foz mi loxd loueth better: 
Pp tree thã he doth all p other trees nes 
uertheles I ſhal wel helpe pou toga⸗ 
ther wood pnough koz to mabe with 
all a good fire but in any wiſe this Þ 
wil not hewe downe. She herde that 
and boldlye ſhe toke the axe fromthe 
gardiner and hewed downe the tree 
her ſelfe and made the gardiner with 
other to bere it home. At euin whan ß 
loꝛde came from huntyng he was fore 
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louedaboue all other trees, As ſhe that 
herde ſhe began to wepe and excuſe her 


T. he ſeuen wyſe 
a colde. The lady let make a grete fire? 
t went and met w him a let hin on & 
ſtole atoꝛe the fire to warme. And as he 


a litel while hab litten he percepued the 


odoute of the lite, and called to him p 
atdiner q (apd, J file by this odours 
my neweplante bꝛenneth in the fire, 
Che gardiner (pd. Loꝛd it is true my 
lady your wyke hath kelled it downe. 

The knight lapd to her God foꝛbede Þ 
my plante ſhold be cut downe by pou. 


She anſweted anone and lapd. Lozde 


J haue done it knowinge the wether 
colde and pou alſo colde, and thetkoze 
J haue oꝛdeyned this fite foꝛ your cõ⸗ 
kozte. As the knight that herde he lo⸗ 
ked angte y vpon het and fayd, O cur 
ſed woman howe wereſt thou ſo hardi 
to hewe downe fo gentill a yonge tree 
the whiche thou knoweſt well that J 


ſelfe and ſayd my lozde J laue done it 
{03 


Muyſters. . ; 
koz pour good and p2otiffite,# ye take 
it lo gre ouſly, and begã to cry wo wo 
be to me, Auone as the knight lawe ß 
wepig and teetes of his wite and heto 
her cauſe he was mourd with mercy la 
inge to her. Celle of your wepyng. and 
beware how that ye ony moze anger oz 
trouble me in onp thinge, that J loue. 
The next day erly in the mozninge, ſhe 
went agayne to the chirche warde, and 
met w her mother coming agaynſt her 
F they laluted eche other. Than the 
doughtet laped to her mother. O dere 
mother I wil loue the pꝛeſt, foꝛ J haue 
attempted mp loꝛde as ye counſeyled 
me, but al foʒ nought.foʒ he anone fogs 
gaue it whan he lawe me a lytel wepe 
Tho łlayd the mother though old men 
one tyme kozgtue, they double the pain 
vpon an othertime,# thettoꝛe I coũſel 
pouß pe an other tyme attempte hym. 
Tho layd 5 doughter J map no leger 
abidc,foz J (uftir lo muche payne = 
| the 


The ſenen wyſe 
the lone of the pꝛeeſt, that w my tonge 
canne not teli therfoze ye ſhall per 
done me Iwill no moze folowe oz 
do after your counlell, than ſayde the 
mother, koꝛ the loue that the chylde 
ſhuld haue vnto the mother attempre 
him pet ones, #fozyour fathers bleſ⸗ 
linge, and then yl pe goo quite woute 
anp harme oꝛ betinge, loue the pꝛeeſte 
in the name of god, tho anlwered the 
doughter it is to me à great payne ſo 
long time to avtde,neuertheles foz the 
bleſſing of my father IJ ſhal ons atẽpt 
him, but ſay me how A ſhall begin, Þ 
motherſaid J vnderſtande 5 che hath 
a lytell hounde that he loueth wel and 
kepeth his bed, caſt the hounde with ſo 
grete might akoꝛe his face that it dy x 


it ye ſcape without a ſtripe oꝛ that he 
koꝛgpue it lightelp. in the name of god 


than loue the pꝛeeſt. Than ſayde the 
doughter. J ſhal in al thynge do after 


vour cofſell, koꝛ there is no doughter 


llbinge 


mother fare well, c went to her houſe 


DPWuauyſtere. 
ytzynge to day that wolde moze glad 
lp haue the bleſſpng ol the father and 
the mother than J. And ſo ſhe bad her 


agayne, q that dap w greate impoꝛtu⸗ 
nyte ſt trouble of herte ſhe bzought to 
the night and whan the night was co⸗ 
men. ſhe cõmaunded the bed to be coue 
ted w pupute and w clothe of golde 
the whyles the knighte late by the fire 
And whan the bed was thus made tree 
dy. the lytel hounde as he was accuſto 
med lepte on the bedde at ſhe toke hym 
by the hynder legges, and w a wood 
x a malicious herte ſhe caſt it agapnſt 


good olde knight that ſawe, he was 
mettteplouſly angry,and ſayd wyth a 
loude Vopcetohys wpke, O woꝛſt 
and moſt cruel of al wycked wymmen 
how couldeſt thou finde in thyne here 


that lytell gentyl hounde to fle,that F 


ſomoche loyed, Loꝛd lapd ſhehaue;ye 
Gb, not 7875 


the wall that it lap ſtyl dede whan the 
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that J do foz the belt it is all touined 


togother. Ind J counleyll you that pe 


T ꝰuyße ſeuen wyſe 
not ſcne howe the hounde Wpth his 
his foule fete haty our bed that is ſoo 
pꝛecyoully coucred with tiche clothes 
made foule comynge out of the myꝛe: 
And the knyght ſayde w moch anger 


Knew? ye not that Jloyed moch bets 


ter that iytell hounde than the bed, 

whan ſhe herde that, 2none (he began 
petyoull; to wepe and ſapd ws be to 
me that J was bozne, Foz all thynge 


into the wozite, The k2tght wold not 
luffre the wepynge and wepmentpnge 
of his wyte, but koꝛ that he loued her 
ſo moche he layed to her leue oꝛ ceſſe 
pour wepynge foz J fozgyue you it al 


be ware how that ye dylpleale me fro 
hens foꝛth.and they went togyther to 
bed. Upon the mozowe (he role vp ers 
ly and went to the church where as ſhe 
found her mother, to whome whan ſhe 
had done reuerence as it behoued. 


Dhe 


WBayftersi 
She fayd. Apother no we wl J laue 
5 pꝛeſte. Foz I haue nowe accepted Þ 
teconde tyme mphuſbond and alk 
thynges he ſuffered .T he mother ſayd 
O my dere doughter ther is no cruel⸗ 
te 02 kalſhede aboue the ctuelte of olde 
folkes, and therfoze J counſeyll por 
that pe yet ones pꝛoue him. To whom 
the doughter anſwered, Mother ye 
laboure in vapne,fo2 yt ye wyſt what 
and howe moche payne that J ſuffer 
koꝛ thee p2eſtes lone ye ſhoulde rather 
helpe me yl pe loued me, The mother 
ſavd. Here me doughter thts one time 
and J ſhal never let pou moze. Thie 
ho we that pe haue louked —— of 
my bzeſtes : and the greate papns 
that J uffred foʒ you at pour bythe 
By theſe paynes my dere doughter F 
deſyze of x Þ charge you vᷣ pe deny me 


not this good petycion, and Jpzomple 


to god A ſhal nomoꝛe let noꝛ hider pou 
efyoa etet, but rather help pou thetto 
G. ll, Tho 


An *, 
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mea grete payne to abſteyne me and 
kozbeare my felfeſo loge from the loue 
ol the pzeeſt, neuertheleſle koꝛ the gret 


des and al the beft of Þ cyte. And wha 


12 | wpth 


Theſeneywyſe— 
Tho anſwered the doughter; tt ts fo 


charges that pe haue layde to me, and 
alſo koꝛ that ve haue made a vowe no 
more fox to lette me, but to fyrther me, 
tell me how J ſhall attempte him and 
FJ (hall ones pet put it in aduenture. 
The mother ſlayd. Þ knowe well that 
ou ſondaynert commpng he entẽdeth 
to haue bs al to dynner and there ſhal 
be pour father and J and al your frets 


pe are ſet in yout place and all the me⸗ 
tes are bought ⁊ ſexued vpon the ta⸗ 
ble faſte one of the keyes pꝛeuelp that 
hangeth at pour gytdell in the table 
clothe and than fayne to haue koꝛgotte 
pour knife and ſay thyſe woꝛdes open 
ly. Se what a ſhoꝛt wyt that Jam of, 
haue kozgotten iy k nike in my chã⸗ 


— 


—_ T5” Ow oT IT 


Wayfters\ = 
with al the metes ye (Hal caſt downe# 
ouerthzowe bponthe grounde, And 
pk ye eſcape without payne F make a 
vowe to god I ſhal neuer let you at᷑⸗ 
ter. The doughter ſapde that ſhall J 
gladly do and lo toke her leue and des 
parted . The feſte daye came that all 
as the mother layd were boden. The 
ſeruauntes made redy & couered 5 tas 
ble. All wereſet at the table, and the 
doughter late ouer agaynſt her loꝛde. 
And whan the table was well ſerued; 
with metes and other thynges ag ther 
to belonged,Þ lady of the houſe ſayde 
with an high voice. Sehowfozgetiul 
Jam ofmynde J haue left my knyfe 
in my chamber the whiche J muſte fet 
che. roſe haſtelp vp i dꝛewe the cloth 
with all the mete that was vpon it W 
her, and all the golde veſſel and ſaltes 
lape vpon the ground, The knyght 


wered ſoze angrye in his herte, but fox 


ſhame he dyſſpmpyled afoze his geſtes, 
an 


E. li, 


Joy and mpzthheſolyted and meued 


maſſe the whiche ended. went to a bar 


| Theſeneywyſſe 
and commaunded on ether clene cloth 
ſt other inetes to be bꝛought and with 


his geſtes to cre and make good chere 
ſo that by hym they wercal gladed. 
The feſte oꝛ dynner done they gaue al 
thankinges to the knight d tokec their 
leue and departed every man towar⸗ 
des his owne houſe, Upon the nexte 
dap in the moꝛninge the knight aroſe 
etly t went to the chyꝛche and her de a 


boure and ſapd to hym. Mapſter are 
ve erperte in blood lettynge in what 
vayne that Þ wyl delyze you. He laid 
ſyꝛ Jam experte in what vayne that 
ye can name in mannes body. The 
knighte ſad, am well contente come 
on with me, and whan he was comen 
to his houſe,.he entred into his chñ ber 
where his wyfe laye in bed and ſa nde 
to et Vlſe vp ſhoꝛtely. Than ſayd Ce 
what (ail J do vp th 


res 


„ 
pet nytie the clocke. The knight ſapd; 
pe mult ryſe vp. foʒ ye muſte be letten 
blode on both your armes. She ſayd. 
was neuer laten blode,aud (hall Y 
nowe blede, Tho ſaid the knight, that 
is trouth, and therfoꝛe ye at afole.Foꝛ 
thinke pe not that ye hewe kyꝛſt doun 
my tree, end an other tpme, pe Bplled 
my lptell hounde and peſterday ve ſha 
med me afoze all out frendes and pa⸗ 
tentes, and the fourth is tf J ſhold tuf 
ket pou thus to go foꝛthe pe ſhold me 
foz euet confoũde and ſhame. the cauſe 
herof I conſyder that ye haue euyll c 
wyld blode within pour body. a ther⸗ 
foze J wil that the cozrupte blod (half 
be dzawen out that pe from henſtozth 
(hai no moꝛe put me to ſhame # angre 
and let to be made a grete fite, and ſhe 
ſto de and cryed and helde vp her hon 
des to watdes the heuen and ſayde. 
My M 02de fo2gvue me this treſpace; 
and haue pyty vpon me at thys tyme, 
G litt, aud 


pa * 33; r 0 
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And as this was done the kyf 
to be ſtopped oz ſtaũche Þ vayne, and 


Tbe ſeuen wyſe 

and I (hal neuet moze offende pou. 
The knight layd, pꝛay koꝛ no mercpe, 
foʒ the mercp that god hath wzought 
without that thou holdeſt oute thyne 
arme ſtrayte I (hall ſone haue thyne 
herte bloud, And he layd alſo to Þ bars 
bout, ſmyte harde c make a depe hole 
in her atme, 02 els I (hall giue vou a 
grete ſtripe, T han (mote the barbour 
ſo ſoze that the blovd came abundaũt 
ly out, and the knight wold not ſuffer 
him to ſtaunche it vnto the tyme that 
ſhe chaunged coloure in her vyſage 
hcl bad 


bad the barbout ſmyte the vapne vpo 
the other atme. Then cried ſhe wyth a 
loude voyce, Mi ſwete huſbonde haue 
compaſſpon vpon me foꝛ nowe J dye. 
The knight anſwered my wyfe: ye 
ſhould haue afoze thought on this oz 
ÿᷣ pe haue done to me theſe thze eutll 
tournes 02 deſpytes, Then ſhe helde 
out 


Mapyſters. 
out her left arme. the barbour ſmots 
ttherin an hole that the blod came oub 
right hudgelp, and ſuffred her to blede 
vnto the time that the colour in her v6 
ſage chaunged and that ſhe ſwouned 
Thenſayd the knight, now binde that 
arme and ſtaunche it, and ſayd to her 
now go to bed and ſtudye and thynke 
henſtozth how pe mape amende youre 
ſelfe oz els I ſhal dꝛawe the bloode ol ⸗ 
pour Herte, And as this was done he 
gaue the barbour his rewarde and he 
wente agayne vnto his owne houle 
the wyfe vnder the handes ol hir pg 
dens nyghe deed was ladde to hir bed 
and bad one of her handmaydens go 
to hir mother in al haſte # (ap that (he 
come ſpeke with me afoze A dye, The 
mother whan ſhe hard p ſhe was glad 
of that cozrectyon of her doughter e 
haſtely came to hir, the voughterjwhi 
ſhe herd hir mother layd to hir O my 
molt ſwete mother J am almoſt dede, 


24 


other but mp huſvond,T han fayd the 
mapſter to thempetout. Lode haue 


tpqht wel. Foz amonges al other that 
ts het hulſbonde and J doute not but 
yl ſhe had done the kourth ſhe ſhould 
tmapſtet therfoze J 


T Tibeſeneywyſe 
fo: Jhaue ſo moche bloud bled, tha 
—.— J (hal notlcape 5 dech. 
ho anſwered the mother,tapd | not 
to pou that old men are ryghte crucl 
and fel, wyl pe nowe loue the pꝛeiſte, 
whych ſayd. The deuyl may the pꝛeiſt 
confounde# ſhame, Þ wy incuer loue 


pe vnderſtande me, And he aiilwered 


euer Jhaueherde this. was the beſte 
example. The eupl dedes ſhe ded vn⸗ 


ſhamed hym foꝛ euer. Than ſapd that 
counſell you that 
pe be beware of pour Wyle leſte that 
it happen woꝛſe to pou, for why vf ye 
do to deth your onelyſone foꝛ her woꝛ 
deg pe ſhal be Decetted th the end. and 
fo2 cuer pe (hal foʒihunke it. Che Em 
pc out ſayd truly niaſter this * my 

88 onue 


| WHayſters, . 
ſonne ſhal not dye. The mayſter lapde 
My loꝛde I thanke pou ß ye fox mine 
example and my lake this daye haue 
| {pared your fonne, 


¶ Zee fyftß comptaynt of 


tze Empꝛeſſe. 


Che empꝛeſſe hering that the chylde 
waͤs not pet dede appatapled and cloe 
thed her in her veſture oz clothynge, 
let to be oꝛdeyned her wapnes and car 
tes, as thoughe ſhe wold haue gone to 
her father home in her countre foz to 
haue complapned of the greate (bame 
that was done vnto her e could haue 
no remedy hetof. The ſeruaũtes ſeige 
. went # ſhewed itto the emperout » 
thẽpꝛeſſe was goyng into her countre, 
han he that perceyyed he'whent to 
her lapinge, whither are-yegoinge* © 
I hoped ans ye — loved me ſoo! 


_ fozeJ 


Then (aydthemperour, It be cometh 
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The ſeuen wyſe 
haue ſought no ſolace but with me? 
To that ſhe ſapd. That is true. thers 
go from pou, foꝛ J had leuer 
Here of your death. than to ſe you dye, 
wout doute ye delpte lo moch to here 
theſe mayſters, that it ſhalt happen 
vpon pou as it did to Octauian, them 
perour,the which was lo coutptous 
that the uoble men of the emppꝛe bu⸗ 
eyed him qutcke and fyiled his mouth 
with molten gold. Themperour ſayd, 
Dere wyfe do not that an other tyme 
the blame to you oz tome myght be 
layde.Than ſayd the empꝛeſle, trulpe 
Þ blame ts yours. fo2 haue pe not p20 
myled me many tymeg that pour lõne 
Gold dye, ſt yet heltucth,x therfoze tro 
henlfozth J wil no moze beleue you, 


not a kinge euery cauſe lightly to dil⸗ 
cufle, wout adupſe,. and ſpectally vpo 
hig ſonne, vpon whom it is not bchofe 
full lightly to gyue Judgement,end 
ther 


Wayſters. 

therkoze J ſaye and pꝛaye pou that 
pe wil tell me ſomwhat by the whi⸗ 
che I mape my ſelfe gouerne, fo it is 
vtter deſtruccion of a kinge wout ad 
upſet vndelcretly to gyue Judgemẽt 
She anſwered and ſayde, J wyl glads 
ly tell you a notable example, ſo that 
fromhenlfozth ye ſhal not be couetous 


oz delyꝛous to here the maiſters. Ind 


began to laye in this kozme 


¶ The U complaynt of the 
Emp eſſe. 


(nin themperour n 
in Rome tight ryche and couep⸗ 


tous, and aboue al thinges he los 
ued golde. The Citezyens p tyme of 
Rome dyd moche harme and manpe 
grete outtages to other nacyons, In 
ſo muche that dyuerſe nacyons# regt 
ons were meued and ſtyred agayenſt 
the Komapnes, In that tyme —_ 


| Theſeneywyſe | 
was mapſter Utrgilius, the which ef 
celled in magique and in other (cyens 
ces all other mayfters, The cytezeyng 
pz2ped hym that he by hys arte a c n⸗ 
nynge woolde nabe lomwhat by the 
whyche they ol theit enemres myghte 
haue warnynge # knowledge vykoze, 
Wherbp that they mighte puruey 
fo2 them lelfe the better. He lette doo 
make by his atte aud conning a tout. 
and aboue vppon the toure dyd to be 
ſet as many pmages as in al the woꝛ⸗ 
Ide were regions and pꝛoupnces, and 
in themiddes ok the toute he let to be 
made and let an pmage whiche helde 
in his hande an appell oz a great roũ⸗ 
de balle of golde. Ind euert vmage of | 
the toute helde in his hand a litle bell. 
and ſtode turned lokynge to watdes 
his owne pꝛoupnce to him aſſigned. 
And as oftentymes as onye pꝛouince 
would Hyre oꝛ rebell agaynſte the ro⸗ 
ae ſo otecurned hym the mage 
8 


 lighte and the bathes he made an p⸗ 


MWayſters, 

bk that lond and range the bell. Thal 
heringe the cytezepns of Rome atmed 
themſelke, and to that pꝛouynce vede 
with all theit inyght foz that londe to 
kepe onder, and lo was there no londe 
{o greate that coulde wzeke them vpõ 
the tomapnes and therfoze were they 
bedꝛad and fered ouet all the wozide, 
Aſter that mapſter Uirgiltus made 
foz the ſolace and contozte of the poʒe 
people a tyght that waye bzende, and 
by that light he made two bathes, the 
one of them hote,tn thewhich the-poze 
people might bathe and waſſhe them, 
and that other colde tnthe which thet 
mighte theymlelfe refrefſhe, betwix p 


mage ſtandinge, in whole foꝛhed was 
wꝛittẽ. He that ſmiteth me (hal anone 
haue vengeaunce,Thys pmage ſtode 
there many yeres, At the laſt there cas 


me a clerke and beyelde that pmage i 
- > © ad 


this wꝛitinge, and thought in himſelf 
what vengeaunce he might finde ther 


it, and the clerke lifte vp his hand and 


kynges the whiche of the Komaynes 
had ben oppꝛeſſed and ſuffced greate 
wꝛonges, and Went to counſepll with 


belt ofthe Romaynes be auẽged. and 


Te ſenen wyſe 


foze, I belue better that pf gnye man 
holde ſmyte the that thou falleſt ther 
W to the erthe he hold finde ſome tre 
ſoure vnder thy fete, and therfoze ts 
thy wꝛitinge that no man ſholde haue 


gaue the pmage a great ſtroke that it 
fell to the ground and anone the light 
was out, and Þ bathes were vaniſhed 
a wap, and he founde no treſoure. The 
pooꝛe folke that perceyupnge were all 


ſo2ovofull ſayenge, curſed mote he be 


foʒ euet moze.that foꝛ his ſynguler co 
uetiſe hath deſtroped this pmage. and 
vs hathe robbed of ſo great ſolace # 
coinfozthe. Here after aſſembled thze 


the of they2 counſeill, how they might 


ſome 


— — Ins . 


ſome cf thi ſapd, we labour ſu vayne 
as long as there ſtã dyth g tour wthe 
pmages we map nothyng do agaynt 
theym. To that counſeyll atoſe vp iuii 
knightes and lapd to the kynges, we 
haue thought a good remedp how pe 
ſhal deſt rope the toure with the yma⸗ 
ges and that to do and bꝛinge aboute 
we wyll oute lyues ſette to pledge, pr 
that ye wyll do the coſte. Tho ſayd y 
kiges what coſt ſhat we do. They lan 
we muſt haue. iiii.tonnes ful of gold. 
Than ſapd the kinges; take p god 
kulkilled pour pꝛomyle. The knightes 
toke Þ gold a went towardes Nome, 
x whan they were thythet come. in the 
nyght without one of the gates in the 
dyche w water they dꝛowned one oſß 
tonnes with the golde, and an other 
tonne they dꝛowned bi the ſetond gate 
and the thyꝛd tonne by the thitd gate 
und the fourth tonne. by the fourthe 
an chey 


gate they dꝛowned. Ind: whan chen 


; 1 a „* 
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fo. 


thus done erlp in the moꝛ nynge 
- thep entted into the Cytte at an houcs 
te wyanthemperour wente 


xenct as it behoued;Themperovrle- 
ynge them demaunded frome: 


1 they were. oꝛ what ſcience oꝛ what ſer 
5 p cold do. hich anlwe⸗ 
f | bed. we ate of latte countrees and we 
wagneueshinge to pꝛeuelyoꝛ ſecret 
[1 — — be 
1 1 — — 
WW |: to witte ik pe had ony nede a out ſer⸗ 
[ net mergrente rewardes 
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Masters. 
l contente and thus had thep with 
the emperour many woꝛdes. It euen 
han the empetotit was going ta ber 
they laid too ham. Wp lod it it pleate 
pou this nighte ſhjatl the oldeſt ol bs 
ſet his conntuge a woꝛke ald dzeame, 
and the thyꝛd day we (hal ſhewe pon 
his dzeme and what it ſygnylieth . the 
emperour ſayde goo in ods: name. 
And they went kutth with great glad 
neſſe, and all that nyghte cher Pw 
ouer with dereſtons and mirth v 
truſt that thep ſholde came to a 
putpole, whan the thyꝛd day was 


men — went eri to the empetout, 
( 


and the ficſte of them layde Y loꝛd 
eſeth pou to go w vs Wout onvor 

gates of thy citie and Jſhalſh 

| — where as a toune full of gold 
d Themperout laid. Iſhal gowittz 
vou and ſe it it be true g; ve fav iht 

E tomè to p place they dꝛewe 

tent p thep ther afozthav putte 
Mit, The⸗ 


TX be ſeuen wiſe : 
The emperour whã he that law was 
gladde, and gaue to thein their parte, 
Tho layd the ſeconde dꝛemer eam loꝛd 
this nighte Þ (hall dꝛeamt. Thempe⸗ 
tout ſayd. god gyue pou a good dꝛea⸗ 
me, p nert nyghte cam he and toke out 
bens tonne and gaue it to theins 
crour;andtoke him his dele. In like 
yſe dyd the thyꝛd, and the kourth vp 
on the whych themperour was out of 
all meaſuretoyus and glad and ſayd 
he had not ſene afoꝛe lo true t experte 
Cothſaperg oꝛ dzeamers as they were, 
(Then ſapde they all togyth:r at ones 
as it had bens oute ot one mouthe my 
lozde we haue one alter another dꝛea⸗ 
me the whiche as ye haue lene be all 
true pꝛoued. But no w tt it pleaſe por 
that we mape dꝛeame altagether thys 
nighte. we truũe that too vs (hall bee 
ſhewed where we ſhallynde a greafe 
qu antite oꝛ ſubſtaunte of goulde and 
- gei en lald god geue 
10 


(ol * 
to ö poit a good ee to me and | 
to ydu rape be pꝛoſtytable vnto the 
nexte moꝛowe they tame agapne vnto 
the Emperout x ſayd to him wyth io 
onfe and glad vyfages oz countenan⸗ 
ces: Mp102d! we bzing good and pots 

fytable tiding bee Rue 
te pes bucher fo is 
vs ſhewed che, wi 
it to be loughte. pe elde 
ryched in this woꝛld chable no wed 
you lyke.Thipetour 0 D "whe hold 
pe kinde the Yoozde oz treaſure; lapde. 
vrider the kurdamenc ofthe Toure y*. 
the Imagts tarde on. Thi Empes | 
teur anſwered God. defend » Jſhuld 
fot lone of golde deſtroye that T 
wyth Fmages wherwith that we oute 
enempes be edeferded x warned, Thep 
ſayde to hym agayne. My lozdehavie 
pe kounde vs in oute lapinges others. 
wyle then ttue and tyghtkull. The em 
pcroure dard nay, Oloꝛde layde they. 


Ts 3 5 


T ge ſwen wyſe 
we wyth our.owne handeg ſhall gette 
oute the old without hurtynge of the 
tour oz of the mages. Indie is ets. 
. chat lecretlye in the night vy 
vs it be done foꝛ dꝛede of reſozte and 
tontouts ofthe people leatte that pe 
15 ten in the nopſe & clamours o 
em, and alto that thei 2 takt 
pen — and golde away ftom you 
and ds. The Emperout ſapdt. Go in 
the name of; od and do pout beſte as 
and I ſhall to we et 
iy come to pon. be 
*Joye and glad neſſe, andinche: nyght 
they witelaten in to the toute. and w 
grete haſte and dylygence they vnder 
— and on the next daye etlye 
they mount 
code agapne towatdes theyꝛ 
coũtre with toy and glozy. And oꝛ that 
they came Wout the light of rome.the 
toure fell downe on the moꝛne enſu⸗ 
. xnge whan it was fallen, and the Se 
be natcours 


2 


ed ppon their bones and 
owne 


> <p uf E rr. 


Sayſters 


gretelp a there was a 


and went to themptrour S ſapd L620 


how mape it be that this tour is thus 
fallen. vp the which we haue always 
bad waruynge afozeof out enempes, 
He anlwered and ſapd;- To me came 


foure fals deceuers and fayned: 


grounde. Ind they ſayd that v 


vnnumerable 2 ph 
they ſhulde wel Ludermy 
buttinge ok the toute * 


loʒ vout nere een een 
al deſtroyed, but fyzſt youre conctyle 
vn 

othe c and latd on 
H. lit and 


natouts it perceyucd: they 1 - 
gret ſozowe and 


dewaplynge throughout all the titie 
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ſeife to be foure ſcthſapers and chat 
they coulde kyndt ttesſouxe hyd in the- 
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foundacyon ofthe Conte was hid en | 


Pages, ant nd I 
Fgaue fapthtothemand-they haue 
dylceyued me, they avſwered him, re 
haue coueyted lo-inuche golde, and 
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Them: 
and poured his mouth full of molten 
golde;ſayeng to him pe haue deſpꝛed 
golde ag therioge ye ſhal dꝛynke golde 
aud after they buryed hymquycke. -* 
Not long akter that came 5 enemies 
agaynſt the Romans. and ouercame 
and deſtroved them al. Than lapde 
thempzelle vnto themperour haue ye 
Jozd this example wel vnderſtãd 
the lad ryght wel. Chan laped ſhe; 
The toute w the ymages is your bo⸗ 
dy w pour. v. wnttes. as longe as re 


Os none fo bardp to frouble Q2 


gers and with there kalle — 
oꝛ fables fonde hom they may deſttoy 
von, ioʒ ve axe ouetmoche couctyſe to 
here and enclined to thẽ a in ſo muche 
that then ſhal vnder myne you caſte 
pou under kote, and bzynge you to 


nua. The nage are pour fpue- . 
wpttes 


* 


| e LO 
wytts $ be al tot. Foꝛ Gele this bebe. 
al chyldyſhe oꝛ folpſhe they ſhall des 
trop and ſie vou, and pour ſonrieſhat- 
obtapne'your empy2ze,, Chempergur 
ſayd pe haue tecpte-to me a good erã 
ple, wherfoꝛe it ſhal not to me happen þ 
as it dyde, withthe toute but ny fon” 
firſt this daye ſhalbe hã 8 wi 6 
thempaclle ſapde yt pe doo — 1. 
fare well and iyne longe, 2 
next dape he commatinded. chm tob 1 
lad to hangprigt; re - 
wardesthe-gals! 


aha fn oe ALL ES 
before thempetour ob + Kr 6 it 5 9 [1 
wyth all reuerence. and he delppled 
his ſalutarton, and put voy 108 
his lpfe, and p mapſter fard; Mp tozd" 
J have vt delerued to d 2 d pe my 
ſalutacton-defpyſe it is not ytut ho⸗ 
nour. fox yourtone hath not with vs 
be 1 condycyons as pe E 


yym 


q The ſeen wyſe 
1 bim koz as pe in ſhoꝛt tyme (hal fynde; 
and that he ſpeketh not is of his gret 
wyſdome and tzno we ye that he ſhall. 
well ſpetze as tyme comyth, though 
chat he nowe ſpeke not as pe in ſhozte 
tyme ſbal hexe. But ve ſape 5 hepout 
12 * 15 — that beleue 
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od pmeo death, fox your wpues 
HEARD © hengenunee.J Inlpke — 


Ar den to hel bntoyou — youre 
le, — mes — vt . 
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"The fench erk A 
whiche pp ocras enuped hym moche. 
It hapned vpõ a tyme theratter. that 
the kynge ol Ungarp ſent his meſſen⸗ 
gers vnto ppocras that he ſhold come 
vuto hym hig ſon foʒ to cute oꝛ make 
hole, P pocras excuſed hym ſelfe and 
woldenot go. but ſenthis'colpnc Gao - 
lienus with his wꝛit ng; in the com⸗ 
pany ofthe: menengttt fo to-excule: 
-m_—_— — Ealcrus was temen 


nmr morn rhg not 10855 Xe 


led hum faping that he had many gret 
hin dertabatdat hem ihe not 17 — 


hole dharrhiiDe AAACN 
kinge,Galtenus went to the childe, s 
whanhchad ferinehls:butrie: and täl⸗ ; 
tedhis nounceg he ard to che dqutne. 
Oerxteilent pꝛynces pꝛap pou here 
and ſuffcr * W tel me who 1 | 
the 


\ 


who ſhoulde be his father, but my 
loꝛde the kyng. Galienus ſad, Jam 


| hte <A 
the father of this chylde, She ſapd. 


ſure that he is not the father. She an⸗ 
ſwered. yt pe wyll ſay that foꝛ a troth 
ſhal doo yout Hed to be ſmytten of, 
e anſwered J lay pet ones agapne v 
this bzinge is not the father and Nam 
not thcrfoze comen hyther to leſe my 
hed foꝛ haue no ſuche rewarde de⸗ 


f ertied, t he was goyng his wap. Che 
quene that ſeyng ſpake. O good map 
ſter yf pe wyl kepe it {ecrets not diſ⸗ 


couer me, Iſhal ſhewe and open vnto 


vou myne hette. The mapſtet ſaped 


God defende that frome me, that Jr 


no perſone ſhold ſhew it and therkoze 
o noble quene ſhewe it boldely to me 


fox it chal neuer paſte mymouth after; | 


and IAſhali your ſonne eaſe and make 
hym hole. She ſayde yl pe dod that ve 
ſþal haue of me a good tewatd . thes 


fope herewhat OY 1 gare O fopturi 
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Water to dꝛinke. 'C 


K — 

tame hyther vnto mi 10z0,the kyng bf 
of Burgondien, and he was lo longe 
w me — that this childe bi 
him J bate, Tho ſapd the maſter, ere 
ye not. I knewe wel that it was ſo by 
foꝛe, and anone he gaue the childe to 
eate beeke oꝛok an ore to dꝛinke, and Þ | 
child was caſed of his infirmite. And | 
whan as the kinge herd that the child 

was quite of his malady he gaue vn⸗ 
to the mapſter a good rewarde but of 
the quene he ſecretiy teceiued aud had 


à gtcter gifte and a ſpecpal thanke. c 
went his way. And whan that he was 


comen home ypoctas his mapſter de | 
maunded of hym, haue pe 5 chyld he⸗ 
led. and he layd pe. Than alked he hi 
what he gaue to him, and he ſayd.F | 
gaue htm fleſhe of o2 beele to ete; and 
Cho ſapd ypocras 
Chan is the mother of that chylde 
not true to her hulbonde, that ts 
ttouth laid galtenus, Jpocras _ 
as 


C 4 


| nee 

was meued wyth enupe, and <ought 
in him ſcife.yf here be not found a res 
medy,. my ſcience ſhall no mos be ſes 
by, and he ſhal be named and pzayſed 
avoue me. Ind from ð dap koꝛthwatd 
he thought # deupſed how he mtghte 
lee him. Upon a day Ppocras called 


and ſapd come go we to ſexe and ga⸗ 


ther herbes in the gardine. To whom 0 


be ſapd mayſter Jam tedy. And whan 


they were comen into the gardpne. Fo 
pocras (ayd, J fele that this herb ts 
right vertuous [loupe downe and ga 


as || thr me ofit,Galtenug did ſo, as they 


wẽt aboute the gardine lapd ppocras 


now knowe J well by the odsure of 


this herbe that it is better ; pꝛecioſet 
than golde, therkoze ſtoupe downe to 
the gtounde a dꝛabe him due with the 
rotes fog he is tight moche. Galienus 
bowed himſell dobone to plucke vp ỹ 
herbe ypocras dꝛewe oute his knyfe # 
Arlled hym, Alter that pp deras — 
"tt ſeke 
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Z' be ſeney wyfe 
ſcketo the dethe that the ſttengthes of 
his body fapled htin and dyd as moch 
as he cold to hclpe himſelt but it wold 
not be, and as his ſcolers d dyſcyples 
herde of it they went haſtly to hym, d 
al 8̊ they myght oꝛ cold do foz the peo 


pod ok his helthe they dyd;bue tt auay 


led hym nothinge, Cwhan Ppocras 
that pertepued he layd vnto his ſcoy 
les. Goo and fetche me a grete tonne 
᷑yll it full vnto the bikes wyth 
water. And whan they Had ſo done, he 
layd to them make no we therin an he⸗ 
dzed hooles, and whanthat was done 
there wente none ol the water oute. 


Cho ſayd ppoctag Bcholde my moſt 


dere dylcrples, how that rhe vẽgeaũte 


ok god is tallen vpon me; as pe open 


Ip map ſe.Foꝛ in this tonne are an hon 
dꝛed holes and pet goth there out not 
one dzoppe. tight fo there commeth no 


vertue out of the herbes to helpe me. 


* therfoze * do to me it t beine 


e 


and gaue her agapnethe rynge,* told 


therkoze it was that J alk ed it of pon 


WMayſters. 


her how the king had marked it a lene 
it on his figer.⁊ pꝛayed her if He made 
ony queſttons of che rynge þ ſhe ſhold 
ſhewe itto him. This done, he wente 
downe agayne to his lodginge. Ind as 
none after that the kinge came to the 
Quene and (hc teceyued hun right lo 
uingly and after that a litel tyine was 
paſled, the kynge ſayd, My lady ſhew 
me where the rynge is that J gaue ro 
pou. J deſpꝛe to ſe it. O inp lozdeto 
what entent at this tyme delyze pe to ſe 
if, Than layde he, y ve (ewe it not to 
me incontinent it (hat tepẽt pou. She 
roſe ano ne vp and went to the cheſten 
brought the rynge to the kinge. And 
as he ſawe the tinge he was haife aſha 
med and layd onto her. Phowe lle 
is the knyghtes rynge Nabe in 5 
whyche A ſawe vpon his kynger,and 

A beleued that it Had ben mp tyng kd 8 


A4. ; lo 


euyll [uſpecyon F yelde mp ſelk gyltye 


mete as is in mphoule,The king ſayd 


The ſeuen wyſe 
ſo haſtely after the rynge. And of this 


agapuſt you my dete lady in this be⸗ 
halfe koꝛ the ſtrength ofthe toure dece⸗ 
ued me. Foꝛ F thynke that no manne 
myght come therin, but J my ſelfe a 
lone. She ſapde. My dere lo2de, wons 
Det not fo one rynge (S{pke an other, 
fo: werke me make leldome ony werk 
but that other make the lame, but god 
foz giue it you that pe haue meſuſpecs 
ted, whan ye knowe the ſtrength of Þ 
Toute, and the keyts pe haue alwape 
by pou, and byleue no man there with, 
Aftcr 5ᷣthe knight let oꝛdapne a great 
dyner and lapd to the kinge, My loꝛd 
it is ſo that my ladye an loue is come 
out ot my countre and I haue done to 
be made a feſte oꝛ dynner. and gladlye 


would pꝛape you that at this tyme 


pe wyli do me honout, and take ſuche 


3 ſhall gladly do you 5 wozſhip aud 
moze 


Sayſters. 
moze. The knight was therol glad, # 
by his ſecrete wap went to the quenest 
ſayd to het. Mp lady this daye ye (at 
come to my houſe by myp2pup wapc, 
X clothe you in roche clothyng after p 
| wayofmpy countre, and pe ſhall ſyt ac 
ß table w the zynge as my ſouerapne 
lady, and make him good chere. She 
ſapd as pe wyll J wal in all thinges 
| fuaiftil, and whan the houte of meate 
was come and the kinge krö the caſtell 
was cominge towardes the Knightes 
houſe. In the meane tyme the quene en 
tred by the ſecrete way into the knigh⸗ 
ces lodgynge and apparapleb her after 
the mancr of the knightes countre, & 
whan the kynge was entred into the 
houſe ſie laluted hym reuetentiy and 
teteyued hym,and whan the kinge had 
beholden her he demaunded of the 
knighte, what woman ts this that is 
ſo fay2e. THE the knight lad my lo: d 
it (5 my eren Lad pe chat nolur 
Lit, 18 
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be ſeuen wyſe 

is come out of my countte after me. A 
haue tatyed longe in her ſerupce.Ths 
the knight ſit the kinge at the table as 
it behoued, and made the quene to ſic 
by hym, and the kinge thought that it 
was his quene, and lapd within hym⸗ 
ſelke. O how like is this woman vnto 
my. wpke, So the ſtrength ofthe toute 
decepued him that he gaue mote fayth 
X credence to pkntghtes woꝛdes than 
he dyd to hys obne agen. The quene 
began koꝛ to ſpeke and talke vnto the 
kinge and to ſtire him fo to cate and 
Dꝛyntze and to matze good chere. And 
ais the king herde her vopce and lpeche 
thã he layd to hymſelfe. O blelled lady 
Ipke is this woman vnto my quene, in 
her behaupnge,tn ſpeche,tn vylage, a 
in all other thynges and condycpons, 

and alwapes the ſtrength of the tou te 
fayled hym. In the ende ok the mete, Þ 
Enyght pꝛaved hys loue to lynge a 
ſonge afoze the kyngethe whych begs 
fo; 


FGayfters © 
bnto them. My dere frendes, J pꝛaye 
you make not ouer greate haſte, toz 1 
thynke this day w the helpe ol god to 
del yuer and laue him from his perpll. 
And fro thens the mayſter haſted him 
towardes themperours pal ays and re 
uerenced him accs2dinge to his dute. 
But the Er perout wich great malice 
| and indignacion anſwered to him. Ne 
uetmoꝛe haue pe Jop ne helth foz that 
pe haue lent my ſonne thus vntaughe 
and dompe, the whiche that J delplie⸗ 
red vnto you wel ſpeking therioze (hal 
pe all be hanged with him. The maſter 
an{wercd, Dy2 the tyme is not longe 
betwyrte this and to moꝛow none, and 
then by the grace ol God pe ſhall here 
bim well, and wylly ſlpekynge, and vn⸗ 
to pou the ttouth ſaynge, and that Þ 
p2ompt you vpon payne of my lyłe pf 
pe wyl ſpare hym ſo longe pf pe kynd it 
not (0, Than ſapde the emperour;yfY 

mige 


The ſenen wyſe 

myght here myſonne ſpeke it ſhoulde 
ſuſtyle me. F would delyꝛe no lenger 
to lypue. Then the mapſtet ſatd,ye (Hal 
ſe and here al this if ye wil abydethis 
Iytel time a then (hal openly be kno⸗ 
wen the dylcencpon ck the ſiryfe that 

hathe benc betwyrte vs and the Em⸗ 
pelle, and than ſh al it be ended, and it 
that ve do not call again your ſonne, 
but put hym to death foꝛ pour woves 
Woꝛdes, it (hall happen to you worſe 
than it dyd to a knyght that dyed foꝛ a 
luttei blod that he law his wyke blede, 
to n Hhõ atter ſhe was right vnkinde. 
Chan ſayd themperoute. That exam⸗ 
ple wolde J fayne here. Tho layd the 

mapſt et, let yout ſonne be called again 
and A ſhal tel you ſo notable an exam 
ple that dutpng pour lyfe pe maye bes 
ware of the vntruthe and vnſted faſt⸗ 
neſle ol wommen. Thenthempetoure 
_ fayd.J ſhall doo call my ſonne agay⸗ 
ne vpon a condycy on that to moꝛo we 


Mayſters. 
IA hal Here my ſone weke as pe haue 


pꝛompſed me. The mayſter ſayde do Þ 


my [02de,fo2 it (hall ſoo be, and began 
to tell as hereafter foloweth. 


- Tbe epample of the ſeuents mayſtet⸗ 


(Of Here was a knighte that had 
a lapꝛe pounge wpfe whom he 


entyrely loued, in lo much y he could 

not be out of her ſygbt. It hapened on 
a tyme that they played together at 
cheſſe and the knyght bechaunce held 


a knyfe in his hande and ſhe plapinge 
connned to [mite her hand vpon the 


knite, that a lytle blode begane to ap⸗ 


pete. han the knight la we that hys 
wyke bled,he lozowed much and was 


ſoze afctde ol his wyfe, that he fell to 


the grounde in a ſowne his wife caſts- 
colde watct vpon his vilage that hes 
[ycel came agayne to him ſelłe ſayde 
tgiztlp cal y curate W the hol ug! - 
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go to your houſe and gyue elmes for 
the love of god ⁊ that (hal moze auaple 


| euyll conſelours. Conlider not ye how 


The ſeuen wyſe 


mente koꝛ I muſt dye foz the blod that 


Ahaue ſeen come out of your tpuger 
hath ſmytten the death to my herte. 
Che pꝛeeſt came and houleled hym. a 
anone after he dped wythout ony tarps 
enge. foꝛ whoſe death there was made 
great ſoꝛowe and bewaplynges, and 
ſpeclally of the wpie,And alter that p 
oblequpes and burpeng was done ac⸗ 


coꝛdyng. She went and lape vpen the 
buriel oz graue, and ther ec Ade the 


greteſt lozowe ot the wozide, and layd 
that ſhe wold neuer depart from this 
but as a turtyll Doue ſhe wold fox the 
loue ofherhuſbonde there abyde and 
dae. Tho went her frende vnto her & 
fayd what auayleth this fe2 his loule 
to lyue and dye here it is better that ye 


his ſoule, than in this place to abyde. 
To whom lhe anſwerd be ſtyll pe are 


Jam 


bh. i. 4 


PHPaſtere⸗ 
IJ am kro him leperate and departed 
by his death, foz a lytell bloude that he 
ſawe come out of inp honde oꝛ fynger 
and therfoze ſhall neuer fro hens des 
parte, Het frendes herynge let make 
a lytell houſe oꝛ lodgynge nyghe vnto 
the graue, and put thertn all thynges 
that to her was neceſſary & went theyꝛ 
wayes thynkyng that wythtn a while 
ſhe ſhold be wert to be alone,and ſo de 
ſolate from al company.and that ther⸗ 
by (he ſholde veſyze agapne the com⸗ 
panpe of people, Jn the cytie was then 
alawe that whan a treſpaſſout oz of 
fendour agaynſt the lawe were hans 
ged that the ſhpꝛiffe all y night ſholde 
watche and'kepe the body all armed, 
and i it happen that the body of hum 
hanged were ſtolen awap, the (heryfe . 
ſholde leſe al his lande, and his lyfe as 
the kinges pleaſure, It hapned lone 
after that the knight was dead a man 


to be hanged foz treſpaſſe that he had 
M. i. done 


TX be ſeuen wiſe 
done;ſo that the ſhetyffe after the law 
ofthe londe all the nighte watched by 
the galowes that was not fatre tro the 
an the chyꝛchyerde was not far 
from the walles of the lame. Tho bes 
came the (ſhetptteſo colde that he wyſt 
not but to dye foz cold, without the ras 
ther þ he might warme him, it was ſo 
feruent a cold, and ſo ſtronge a froſt, 
and he behelde krom thens about hym 
and ſawe the fyꝛe in the churchperde, 
x haſt ed hom and came therto a whan 
he was come he called and knocked at 
the lytyl houſe. The womã ſpake who 
is that, that at this houre is knocking 
at the houſe of this loꝛowtull woman, 
FJ am the ſhy2iite þ ſo moch colde luk⸗ 
freth that wout anone pe let me in J 
(hell freſe to death, She ſayde. J fere- 
me yt that Flet pou come in ye (holde 
ſhewe me luche wozdes that ſhoulde 
cauſe ine foꝛ to be moꝛe heupet, and he 


* J p20 oinpſe vnto poit chat J n 
ap 


Wafer 
fape no woꝛdes to pont diſpleaſure. 
Then let he him in, and whan he 
whyle had litten by the fpze and was 
well warmed he ſaped to her. O fayze 
woman w pour lycence wolde J faine 
ſpeke but one woꝛd vnto you, She ans 
ſweted to hym, ſyz ſay what it pleaſeth 
pou. He layd. O lady pe be a fapꝛe gen 
tyl woman ryche and ponge, were it 
not better and moꝛe conuentẽt foꝛ yory 
to dwel at home in pour houle and to 
gyvue almelle than to deſtroy and con⸗ 
ſume pour lpte here w wepinges and 
| cryenges, She ſayd (ir knight had J 
knobẽ this afn2c pe had not come Here 
in, foꝛ J ſay to vou, as J haue ſayd ta 
bother ofteutymes.Pe knowe well that 
my huſbonde loued meſo well that fo. 
d lptpll bloode Þ heſawe me blede on 
one ok my fyngers he is dead, wherkoze 
Iſhal here die fox the loue of him, A8 
v knight herd this. he toke leue c wee 
to the Slower. * he was there 


come 


The ſenry wiſe 
tome he ſawe that the thecfe Þ helefte 
there hangynge was ſtolen &# caryed a 
wayc,and bega therfoze to were heup 
and full of ſoꝛowe, and ſapd, wo is me 
what ſhal J do foꝛ I haue loſt my lpfe 
and al my good. Aud he goynge thus 
fall of ſoꝛowe and heupnelle and wiſt 
not bohyche way to toꝛne hym oz to go 
at the laſte he bethought hym to go to 
that deuoute and delolate ladye, and 
ſhew vnto hir the heupnes of his hart 
to wyte pk that ſhe coulde goue hym 
ony good counſell. And whan he was 
thether come he called, and ſhe axed P 
caule ot his knockpng. Tho lapde he, 
madame J am the ſhizef that was here 
tyght now wyth you, and J wold keine 
ſhewe pou the ſecretes of myne herte, | 

Therkoze J pꝛapt vou for the love ok 
god open the doe, and he wente in x 
ſavd to het. O molt vertuous lady J 
tome to haue pout counſeyll# adutle 
koʒ e knowe well the lawe of the lon⸗ 

des 


des ate that whan ſoeucrony man is 
| hanged and ſtolen awap ok the galo⸗ 
wes, than the ſherike his Ipfe and good 
des be in the kinges handes, Rowe it 
ls happened in the tyme that J was 
here with pot & watmed me the theeke 


is ſtolen away from the galo wes, ther 


koꝛe J p2appoufo2 Þlone of god giue 


me pdur adyyſe what is me beſt to do 


= Sheanſwcred J haue cöpaſſion vp d 
vou, foꝛ by the la we ye haue loſt Ipfe# 
goodes to the kyng. Do now aftermy 


dounlell. and pe ſhall neyther leſe lyfe 


ne goodes „He anlwered therkoze Y 
came to pou hopinge to haue good 
comtoꝛth. She lad wyll pe than pꝛos⸗ 
mile to take me to your wife, p knight 
aͤnſwered, wolde god that ye wolde do 
that, but I fete me leſte that ye wolde 


doyldeine ſo moch to humble you to me 


that am ſo poꝛe a knight. She ſayd F 


gpue you my wpll therto and He gaue 


her agapne his wyll and conlent ed to 
Mit, be 


Tgeſenen wyſe 
be her knight durynge his lyfe. Tho | 
ſapd ſhe. ye knowe wel that luch a day 
mp loꝛde was buryed whiche fox the 
lone of me dped,take him ont of his le 
Þulture,and go hange him in ſtede of 
the theete. The knight . — ladye 
pour counleyl is woke Tho went they 
together and opened the graue and 
Ddꝛewe him out, The knight lapd how 
al we now doo, by caule the theeke 
was taken two of his vpper teth were 
mitten out, and J tere me pk that were 
percepued I ſhold be dead. She ſayd 
to hym, tate a ſtone and rike out. it. 
of hys tethe. The knight anlwered, ma 
Dame that map not 8 koz Whlle he w 
ued he Was my well beloned felowe a 
it Hold be to me a great rebuke. pk J 
tomptt ed ſo dyſloyall adede vnto his 
bodp beynge dede. She anſwered fox 
pour lone J Wall dott, a toke a ſtone 
and ſinocke out two of his tect! je, and 


lapd to ye ſpyzene, take him and hang 
m 


Mayſters 
him ppon the galo weg ipke to 5 thele⸗ 
The knight ſapde J feare me to do it, 
fo2 the theefe in takinge ofhym was 
wounded tn the head, and wated both 
his tres, and therfoze if it were lerched 
and koũde other wple, it ſhold be to mp 
btter vndoynge. Than ſayd ſhe, take 
out pour ſweard and made him a grete 
wound on his head and cut of his eres 
O madame god fozbyd that J do thac 
tothe dead bodpe that Þloucd lo well 

in his life. Chã ſayd ſhe, gyut me pour 
ſwoꝛde and J ſhall foz the loue cf vou 
Do it, and toke the ſwerde and ſmote a 
manly ſtroke vpon the dend mannes 
fozhede and cut of bothe his eres. Ind 
whan ſhe hadde thus done ſapd, Now 
fake and hange him without compa⸗ 
nv, and thanthe knight anlwered, pet 
I ere me to hãge him foʒ Þ theef was 
ted both his ſtones, cc if y wete ſerched 
and kounde wythout ali our laboure 
wete in vayne, Then ſapde (he, A 
lage neuer lo teerfull à man feynge 


The ſeuen wyſe 
the matter ſo clere and ſure; Take # 
knife and cut of his ſtones, And he ans 
Twered.that may J not do in no wyſe 
and therfo2e I pꝛay youſpare me, and 
pe knowe well what a man is woute 
his ſtones. She layde fox the loue of 
pou I ſhal do it. Ind toke the knife in 
her hande and cut of her hulbondes 
ſtones d to him, nowe take this churle 
thus diffigured and hange hym vp w 
out dꝛede. And went foꝛthe together, X 
hange vp the body vpon the galowes 
and ſo was the ſhtrefe delyuered oute 
of the kinges daunger,Tho layde the 
lady, now be pe quyte of all your daũ⸗ 
geours and fere and all thy lozowes 
by my counſeyl, And therkozeJ wyll p 
pe w2dde me in the face ok the churche. 
The Bnight ſayde J haue madea 
bowe that F ſhall neuer wedde other 
as longe as ye lyue, which J wpl hold 
_ batafterwarde he ſayd.O thou molt 
ſpawecful# wozſt womã of al _ 
who 


Mayſters! 


honotrable and a louing knight was 
thy huſvonde, which foz a litle blode 
he ſaw of thy fynger ſhed, dyed, nowe 


haft thou ſmitten out two of his teth; 


thou haſt cut ot hys eres a hys ſtones 
and thou haſt made him a great woũd 
in his hede, what deupl wolde wed the 
and bycaule p thou ſhall neuer ſhame 
moe good man. F ſhall rede the, and 
Dꝛewe his werde, and w one ſtroke he 
{mote of her hede. The mapſter ſapde, 


haue ſapd. The Emperour ſayd,right 
wel. Amonges all wommen was this 
the woꝛſte, and the knight rewarded 
her accoꝛdyng ſo as ſhe ſhold no moge 
men ſhame. And thẽpetour ſapd moze 
ouer, O my good mayſter myght J 
ones here nit ſonne ſpeke Jſhold gtue 
no charge of my lyke, Tho ſayd the ma 
ſter, To mozow ve ſhal here him lpeke 


afoze ou aud afoze all the lozdes of 


who woulde take thee to his wike. In 


My lozd haue ye vnderſtande what 1 


The ſeuen wyſe 
the Emppꝛe. and he ſhal ſhewe the bes | 
kp ttouth of al Þ vartaiice bet wixt vs 
and the Empzelſe as J hope, and toke 
his leue of themperour and departed, 


l He tßat Dyocſeſyan the Empe roure 
ſonne complayned on the Empꝛeſſe, ( hom 
hat he epenſed him of her complaynte. 


Nd after that all mapſters aſſes 
bled together and toke theyꝛ coũ⸗ 
ſeyll howe and in what manner 
they hold bzynge out the child of pꝛy⸗ 
ſon and lede to the pylays,andtho thet 
went to the child there as he lay in pꝛi⸗ 
fon afoꝛe the mydday his wyll and his 
counſepll to here. To whome the child 
ſayd, what that ſhall pleaſe pou, (hall 
pleaſe me, but in no wple beſy port not 
howe that J ſhal anſwete, oꝛ what J 
(hall ſaye,foz w Joye $ (hall anſwere 
to all tbynges that ſhalbe demaunded 
of me, whan the ſeyen mayſtere yeah 
f 


© Kayſtersi | | 
that they were right glad and clothed 
him in purpure and in glotheof gold, 
t two mapſters went aroze him, and 
one on his tight hand an other on his 
lifte hande, and the other thꝛe kolowed 
him attet, and afoe thẽ all went. xxtiit. 
men w diuetle taſtrumentes of mult 
X bzought him with greate melodpe & 
honour to the Palays, And whan the 
@mpcrour herde al thts melodpe, he de 
maunded what it was. Then it was 
folde hym,Syz emperoure tt is youre 
lotine, the whiche commeth to fozeyou 
and akoꝛe al your loꝛdes to ſpeke # ex 


cuſe himſelfe ot all thinges Fare lad 


to his charge, Themperour ſayde.that 
is good tidinges mighte J here my 
ſonne ſpeke. And whanthe chyld was 
come tothe palaps he tanne onto hys 
father and ſapd bnto him haple father 
and my mooſt honourable; Jud whan 
the Empetaur herde the voyce ok his 
ſonne he waz ſo glad y loꝛ Joye he fell 


The ſeuen wyſe 
dobue to the erth but the chylde toke 
hym lyghtly vp agaynt, and whan he 
was come agayne to hymlelfe. T ho be 

gan the ſonne loz to ſhewe his matter, 
and there came ſo grete multytude of 
people that᷑ the Jope and noyſe of the 
was ſo grete that the chylde could not 
be herde. Che Emperdute conſidering 
1 that let money to be caſt vpon the ſtte 
| tes that the people therwith ſholde be 
. occupped and atuoyded out of the pas 
| lais, and they might the better here the 
chylde ſpeke, but the folke coke no res 
garde after the money.Themperoure 
percepuyng that made to be commaus 
* ded ſylence vpon payne of their lyues 
and whan they were all ſtyl the childe 
began to ſay. O mp moſt dete father 8 
foꝛe 5 Yony thynge ſay;'F be ſeche # 
pꝛap pou that thempꝛes Wal her chã⸗ 
bet maydens may come # be pꝛeſent. 
none theperour cõmaũded thempzeſſe 
W al her chaͤber maydens to come — 
oute 
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Hayſtens 


oute delay. She beinge in great feare; 


came wpth al her map dens a the child 
comaunded the to ſtande befoze all the 
people in a rowe that they mpght ſe 


them. Then ſapd the childe to thempe⸗ 


rour, Dp lykte vp pour epen and bes 
holde the chamberer that there tadeth 
in grene clothynge,the which ye know 
the Empꝛelle aboue all other loucth 
beſte, whom ye commatinde to be vn⸗ 
clothed vnto her naked body afo2e bg 
al to fe what ſhe ts, Themperour layd 
My dere ſone it ſholde ſhame vs all as 
woman to ſtande naked afoze vs, He 
ſayd,yf it be a woman it is my ſhame, 
and yk not let the ſhame abyde in Her, 
whan the chamberer was bnclothed, 
they ſapd al it was A man, and ſo it aps 
pered in the nether parteg wherof they 
wondzed all gretelp. 


C Z be dectaracion of the tomplaynte of 
the Empe touts ſonne on n, 
hen 
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The * wyſe 
Hen layd the ſonne vnto the fg 
ther, beholde this rtbaude that 
many à nyghte hath with youre wyfe 
Iven in pour chamber in auoutrp, and 
haue de ouled pour bed and therkoze 
the Empzeſſe ioued him fo well, the 

whiche ye knewe not, whan the Empe 
Tour ſawethat he was impactent and 

 Wyzoth, that he commaunded that ſhe 
with the rpbatzde ſholde be bꝛent, the 
ſonne ſayde loꝛde father make no haſt 
ok that iudgement bekoꝛe that J haue 
repꝛoued her of the cryme,that ſhe laid 
bpon me kallelp, and that ſhe vntrulpe 
and falſty hath complayned and lyed 
vpon me. Tho ſapde the father. My 
dere ſonne J commite al the iudgement 
into your handes, The ſonne an{wes 
red yf ſhe be kound falſe and a lper the 
taw ſhall iudge her, But my dere fas 
ther wha ye ſent after me at p inſtaũce 
o hir, then J with my maiſters beheld 


the ſtertes in the fir mamente and r 
we 


Sayftes 


woꝛde win lenen dates J ſhould haue 
died aſhameful death, and therefoze 5 
was the cauſe that J ſpake not. And 
where as the Empꝛeſle ſayde and put 
into me, that J wolde haue oppzeſſed 
and raupſhed hit, in that (he lieth falls 
ye, but ſhe did hit beſt to haue cauſed 
meto do it. Ind whan (he in no wyſe 
could bzinge me therto,ſhetoke me pa 
per penne and puke, and bad me wzite 
the cauſe why that J refuſed her. Ind 


whanthat J had wꝛiten that J would 


not do 02 committe ſo greate and abho 
minable lynne. and alſo wolde not my 
fathers oz 3 defoule, Tho began 


ſhe to tete hir clothes and Ceratche! her 


| vylage that it ran on blode, and cryed 
with a loude Vopce,and committed vn 
to me the cryme oz blame, And whan 
che Emperoure herde this he behelde 
| her wa fell coũtenaunce ⁊᷑ lapd to hy 

in . maner, Ost wzetched woman 


we lawe that pf J ſhould ſpeake oupt 


was 
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T ße ſenen wyſe 
Was it not ſutictent to fulfil thy fonle 
and lecherous appetyte J and thy ty⸗ 


baude, but woulde alſo haue had my 


ſonne. Than fel the Einpzeſle to thems 
perours fote and ſhe crycd hym mercy, 
Thenthe Emperoure ſayde, O thou 
cutiyd and moſt vnhappye woman. ? 
aſtkeſt foꝛgeueneſſe and thou art woꝛ⸗ 
thy none to haue, loʒ thou haſte deler⸗ 
ued to dpe in thꝛe maner wyſe. The | 
kirſt is that thou haſt done aduoutrye | 
The ſecondets that thou haſt pꝛouo⸗ 
ked and ſtyꝛed my ſonne to ſynne and 
haſte to him committed and layde the 
crime falſely and vntruly. And the. lit. 
that thou haſt eyery daye entyced and 
pꝛouoked me wyth thy falſe tales foz 
to put hymto dethe.#therfoze Þlawe 


ſhal haue the courſe vpon the x tudge 


the to the death, Then fayd the ſonne. 
Father ye know wel that foz the leſing 


that ſhe lied bpon me. J was daily lad 


to hauginge, But god with the 2 
Ot 


of mp mapſters hath delpuered me, © 
my moſt honoꝛable father, it was ſaid 


vnto pou bi the Empꝛeſſe that J wold 


alſo by the helpe of mp mayſters des 
poſe you out of your Empire and that 
F labogred to dyſtroy pou, and fo? to 
ſet me in your place, ſholde nat ye than 
haue ſoꝛowed, ye haue the Emppꝛe, to 
gouerne, and wherfoze ſhoulde Jnot 
holde you foʒ my father. God defende 
that fo2 of you I haue mp ltuing, and 
Iſhal holde and repute pou foꝛ mp ſo 
uerayne loꝛde and father durynge the 
terme of my lite. And J will not in on 
ma ner depꝛyue pou of pour honoure, 
but I (hall laboute and beſpe mp ſelle 
aboute the gouernaunce of the ſame, 
and all your commaundementes 
ſhalt fulfill. in euety thyng. But is 
in lpke wiſe as Þ father caſte his lonne 
into the ſee foꝛ to dꝛowne him, bicauſe 
he ſayd that he in tyme comynge Hold 
be his loꝛde, and pet che lone by Þ he 


A 


Ip 
of 


* 
x 
2 d tee RE 


neſſe of the lawe vpon me and vpon the 


| Theſemeyliyſe 
of god was ſaucd,# was made a gret⸗ 


no hinderatice tothe father but pꝛou⸗ 


lyte. Alſo ye ſhoulde ſe and temembze 


that my like and gouernaunce ſhal nes 
uer hinder pou but it ſhal be to poute 
great ſolace and Joye. Than layd the 
Empetoure bleſſed be almpghtp god 
and the houte that J euer begate pou 
and deſcrued to haue ſuche a lonne p 
onde ſo wyſe and good in all thyn⸗ 


vnderſt ande, and that myne hert map 
the better Lope in the. Then ſapde the 
fonne firſt commaund lylence to pour 
people that I be not letted in my woz- 


is ended giue lentence w the tightwiſ⸗ 


Empꝛeſſe. Tho commaundid the Em⸗ 
peroute ſiſence, and the chfid began to 


La maner as here alter foloweth, 


The 


ter [02d than he was, and pette was it 


ges. Tell me nowe an example by the 
whiche J mape parfytly thy wildome 


des tyll ß Jhaue done And whan ött 
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Mapſterss 
C Xe epampte of Dyockeſpan ths 
Empetouis ſonne. 

1 wag a knight which had 

but one ſonne 5ᷣ he loued righs 
muche in begynnynge as pe nowe all 
oneip haue me, whome he delpuered to 
A mapſter offarre conntres to noʒyſh 
and to lerne, that chyld was of a grete 
wytte and pꝛouffyted much and grew 
as well in lerninge as in bodpe. Ind 
whan he had dwelled with hig mater 
ſeuen pere, his facher deſyꝛed to le him 
and ſent letters to him that he ſhoolde 
come agatne into his countre + viſpte 
his frendes in lykewyſe as pe haue 
ſente foz me. The child was obediente 

to his fathet and came at his commaũ 

dement of whole commyng he Joped 

| muche,fo2 that he was as well grow? 
in his members as in doctryne. Toes. 
uerp man he appeted pleaſaunte avd 


Gentylle. It happenned es 


r 


The ſeney wyſe 
dape that the father and the mother lit 
tynge at the table, and the chylde (ers 
upag them. nightpygale came fees 
pnae aloze the wyndo w where as the 
latte, and began fox toſyng ſo lwetely 
1 that they merucyled, And the knyghte 


gerh,welt were him that could vnders 
ſtande his ſonge,and could ſhewe the 
interpꝛetacion the tot. Then che ſonne 
ſayd,mp woꝛſhypkull father the longe 


is clare,but I fete pour dyſpleſure. The 
| father fayd,ſay hatdelye my lonne the 

interp2ctacyon of the byꝛde, and than 
1 | | ve ſhall pꝛrou £ whether 4 (ball beans 


kealon of myne angre, and whan the 
ſonne herde that he ſayd, the nightin⸗ 
gale hath ſayd in his long, that J (hal 
become à greate lozde,. that Þ ſhal ve 
Honoured and wezſhypped of all men. 
g namely of my tacher,the whiche (hall 


ſayd. © how\ſwetelye this byzde lyn⸗ 


ofthe Nightyngale Jcoutd well de, 


gry 02 not, but Jſhall marke well the 
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SWayſtetes 1 
bꝛpnge the water koz to waſſhe in min 
handes, and mp mother ſhal holde the 
to well. The fathet ſapd thou (halt nes 
uet ſee that dap ſuche ſertiyce of vs to 
hane,noz none luche dygnite ſhall ko⸗ 
lowe the, and in greate malpce & wode 
neſſe he tske his lonne vpon his ſhold 
ders and rãnt to ß lee and caſt him in 
t, and ſayd, Lye there the interpzeta⸗ 
tout ofthe byꝛdes ſonge. The childe 
coulde [(wpmme, and {wpmmed to a 
londe where he was foure dapes wyth 
out meate oꝛ dꝛinke. The fift day ther 
came a (hyp ſaylynge,and as the child 
lawe that,he called a loude to the ſhip 
men. and ſapd koꝛ the loue of god delt- 
uet me from the petill of death. The 
ſhypmen ſaw that it was a fayꝛe vong 
man they had cotnpaſſyon on him and 
went with their bote z kette him aboꝛd 
and into tet re coũtrees with them they 
led him, and ſold hym there to a duke, 
The chylde grewe goodly and farze it 
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The ſeney wyſe 
the duke loued hym moche, and hadde 
him gretely in his lauout. Ups a time 
the kynge of that realme let calle and 
aſſemble all the greate lozdes and nos 
ble men ol his londe to a generall coũ⸗ 
ſell. This duke pꝛepated and ozdaps 
ned hym to go to the counlel, and mars 
kcd the wyldome and the wytte of the 
childe and toke the childe with hym. 
And whan thep were all gadred and 
aſſembled beloze the king in his coun⸗ 
ſepll. My welbeloued lozdes and fren⸗ 
des lapde the binge, wyll pe wete the 
cauſe wherkoꝛe that J haue called pou 
to this counſeyl Then lapd they al we 
be all ſouerayne loꝛd at your commaũ⸗ 
demente. Then the kynge ſayd. It is a 
lecrete matter that Shall ſhewe you, 
yk ony man can open it, and declate 
what that it ſignilteth. A {were and 
pꝛomit vnto hym by my crowne that 
47 hat gpueto your myn — dou gh⸗ 


2 


I Wayſten es 

in mp realme durpuge my lyfe,. and at᷑⸗ 
tet mp deathe he ſhal haue and poſſeſſe 
al the hole kyngedome and the myſte⸗ 
ry of the counſeyll is this. Chʒe rauõg 
alwayes folowe me where ſo euer that 
IJ goo, thep leue me not, but cry wpth 
ſuche hozryble dopces, that it is grete 
payne foz me to heare them: and to be 
holde theyz lokynges, and therfoze yk 
ther be onp manthe whiche that knos 
weth the caule of theyz folowpnge, £ 
can ewe what they mene vytep2 cri⸗ 
enge and voyde them fro me, withoucs 
doubte I (hal fulfyi this *pzomyle Þ 
haue made, à as the ktnge had thus 
ſapd. there was none founde in all the 
counſeyll that wyſt the cauſe 02 could 
moue 02 put awaye therauons. Then 
ſayde the chylde to the duke. My lozde 
chpnke pe that the kyng wpil hold his 
pꝛompſe oz woꝛde pt J accomplyſh 
his wyll and deſyze, Than the Dyke 
fayde A thynbe he will holde phe hath 
h N4ltlf, Noz 


- 


pꝛompled, but wyll ve that J gyue the 
 kynge knowledge of pou what pe can 


 Qyos wherkoꝛe vᷣ the Rauõs folow ou 


T be ſeuen wyſe 


do. Then the chyld ſapd. J wyl mp lite 
ſet in pledge and F ſhall perfourme 8 
make it good that J haue ſapde,whan 


the Duke herde that, he went to the 


kinge and layde. y lozde the kynge, 
here is a Yonge man that is ryght con⸗ 
nynge and wyle, the which pꝛompleth 
koꝛ to ſatylfie and fulfyl in al thpnges 
pour deſpze as touchynge the rauons, 
pt᷑ pe wyl fulfil that ye haue promiſed, 


The kyng lwoꝛe by the cro wne of his 


tzingedome what J haue pꝛompſed in 
al thinges ſhalbe fulfilled, Tho bzous 


ht he the chylde be koꝛe the kynge, and 
whan the kinge la we hym he ſpake to 


bym, O kapꝛe chylde can ye gyue ans 
ſwere to my queſtyon. The chyld ſayd 
My leꝛde pe in the bell wple, pour que 


| hozrybly cry vpon you. To which F 
Fae Poa tme it hapned v two 


rayong 
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Mayſtero. be | 
tauons a male a female had broughts 
forthe betwene them the thiro rayon, 
vpon the ſapd ſee was ſo grete famine 
and ſcarſyte of all manet ofthynges Þ 
men beaſtes and foules dyed and perts 
ſHed foꝛ defaute. The thitde KauonÞ 
tyme bepnge ponge in the neſt the mo⸗ 
ther lefte it ſekinge whereſhe myghte 
beſt get her lyuynge, and came nomoze 
to the neſte. The male Raton ſeynge 
that with greate penutye and laboure 
led the ponge Rauon tyll that he was 
able to fipe, and whan the dere tyde 
was paſſed and gone then the female 
Kauyon came agayne to the ponge Ra⸗ 
uon and wold hold felyſſhippe and cõ⸗ 
pany with him. And as the male rauon 
ſawe that, he woulde haue duucn her 
awap, ſapinge thus, p ſhe in his great 
myſcheyfe and neceſlyte leite hym and 
his company therfoze nom ſhe ſhold 
wante his company and feloſhippe. 
She alledgid and nenn, 
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not, koʒ that papne was tozned into top 


The ſenen wyſe : 
bis birthe great laboure and ſozowe,# 
Cuffred penurye, And therfoze of hys 
company ſhe Molde tather Joye than 


the lathet. Foꝛ this my ſoueratne 102d 


thep folow pou aſking the ryght tud 

ment which of them both ſhall haue 

ponge Rauon in theyꝛ companye, and 
this is the cauſe of theyꝛ hoꝛtpble clas 
mour # nopſe Þ they make dayly vpõ 
you, But mp loꝛde had ve here Vpon 
a tyghtwyſle ſentence gyuen ye ſhold 
neuer mote ſee theym o2 be troubled 
with thepz cryenge. Tho ſapd the king 


for the tauſe that the mother hath lelt 


and foz{akentheyonge rauen in his 
moſte neceliptesit ſtandeth with reaſs 


and tuſttcethat ſhe Chal wante and be 


without his keliſhyp. And where that 
ſhe ſavth and alledgeth that in the bes 


_ eynge#byzthe of hym ſhe had greate 


payne ard trauaple, that helpeth her 


8s lone as ſhe ſawe the yonge . 


ä ; 

fn the 0210, But koꝛ that the male is 
che caule of pꝛoduccyon and generas 

racton in euerp beſte, and alſo that He 
the ponge Rauon in hig neceſſite ſuſs 
tayned and fedde into the recouertnge 
and nouryſſhyng of his bodye.theres 
foꝛe I ayne fox a tudgemente and foy 
a ſentence diffinityue that the ponge 
Rauen ſhal abyde and hold company 
with the father and not with the mos 
ther, Ind whan the rauongherde this 
ſentence, with a greate noyle and crpe 
they llewe bp in the apꝛe and were no 
moe ſeen ne founde in al that Region. 
whan that this was done the kyng des 
maunded ofthe ponge man what bys 
name was. Be anſwered J am called 
Alexander, Tho ſayd thektnge,Jwil 
haue one thong of you,ppe tom hens 
toꝛth ſhal name & take me ct none other 
foz your father but me,. foꝛ pe ſhal mars 
ny doughtet a pe ſhal be pofſeſſour of 
all my realme, The „0 
ab ode 


2. LY — 


The ſeuen * 


abode and dwelle d ſtyll with the king 


and every man had ta him favour and 


loue,foz he began to haunt and occupi 


hymlelke in iuſtes and tourneps. wher | 
in at all tymes he had the pzyſe aboue | 
al other that were in al Egipte, ſo that | 
his pete oꝛ lyke was not founde ther | 
was not lo harde noꝛ ſo.obſcure a que 


ſtyon put vnto hym, but that he could 


aſſople it. It that tyme was there an 


Emperoure named Cptus, that excels 
led in gentylneſſe curtelp # cutuolpte 
ok all other Emperours kinges and 
pꝛinces in the wozlde, In lo muche Þ 
luche a fame and noyſe ficw and cane 
ouer all the wo2lde of it, that whatſo 
tuet he was that woulde pꝛouffyte tn 
tonnynge maners 02 behauynge, that 
he ſholde go to the Emperours courte 
And whã alexander herd vᷣ he ſaid to 5 
 kynge, My moſt honourable father # 

102de pe wote wel that all the woꝛld is 


full ol the lame of the Emperourt (of 
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it is delectable to abypde# dwel in hys 

| coutte wherkoze ff it pleaſe pou mp 

| Z,02de and father J woulde gladlye 

go to his courtthat J might be wyſer 
and pꝛompter in maners-and behauig 
than Jam. There vpon anſwered the 
binge. It pleaſeth me ryght well, but 

| I would that pe take with you plente 
oft golde and lyluct and other neceſas 
rtes, lo muche that ye mpne Honoure 
therwpth maye laue, and that ye mays 
haue alſo that is to you tequyſyte and 


behouekull. nd alſo me lemeth it were 
; expedpent that pe atoze pour Depars 


tynge ſhoulde marye my doughter. 
Tho anſweted Jlexa det will 10 pleaſe 
rou my I 03d to ſpate me at thys time 
and at inp commynge home agayne F 
ſhall wedde hir wyth all honoute as 
to her appertepneth. The kynge anlwe 
ted. ſythen it is peut wyll to go to the 
Emperours coutt, lycente pou, and 
therto J conſente,Flexandextoke "at 
Fr 


b yy 


of thekvng 


T be ſenen tuyſe 73 
e, and toke with him treas: | 
ſout pnoughe and wente to the empe⸗ 
tours courte, Ind whan he was come 
with a fayzecompanye,he wente afoze 
the Emperoute and fell on his knces, 
and ſaluted him and did htm reuerece, 
Chemperoure toſe vp frome his ſete 
imperpall and kifled him, and aſked of 
him ot whens and what he was, and 
Wherfoze he was comen, He anſwered 
and ſapd J am lonne and heyze to the 
kynge of Egipte, and am come to doo 
ſeruice to poute mooſt highe mateſte 
pl it pleaſe pou to actepte me, 

Che Emperour ſatd that he was tight 


welcome, and committed him to his 
ſtewardte and made him his ketucr. 


Che ſte warde 02deyned hym a fay2e 
chamber and putucped hym all thin⸗ 
ges that were neceſſary to Þ ſame.and 
alexander behaued him lo well # wyſe 
ly 5ᷣ in ſhoꝛte tyme of al people he was 
beſoued, not loge after 5 came 5 biges 

f one 


Mayſters. 
konne ot Fraũtce to do ſeruiſe to the 
cours to lerne nutture, whome thepe⸗ 
tout recetued honourably and demaũ 
ded his name and of what antes he 
was come. He anſwered Jamſonne to 
the kynge of Fraunce, and I haue to 
name £.0dwpke your ſetuaunte. Tho 
| ſayd the Emperogre J haue made Js 
lexandet my katuet, and pe ſhal be my 
cuppe beter, that alwapes pe ſhall de 
{cruyle afoze me at my table, and com⸗ 
maunded hys ſteward to allygne him 
a lodgpnge,whome he alligned wyth 
Alexander in his chamber, Thele wer 
ſo lyke in ſtature in vpſage. and in con 
dycyons that vnneth Þ one myght be 
dylterned fro the other, but p Flerfdex 
was moe in connynge lyghtlter in his 
dedes tha Lod witze was for Lodwik 
was a femynyne man and chamkaſt, g 
theſe two pong men loued well togp⸗ 
ther. This Emperour had a doughter 


jj oviye named, Flozentpne, che w hyche 
wag 


ons right five and gractous. c chuld 


lexander wherupon the doughter be⸗ 
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Dance foz him in his rowme. Lodwin 


T fe fenen wyſe 


be his heyze whome he loued entyerlp, 
which had a courte by het lelke and fers 
uauntes to her allontd. To whom the 
Emperout eucryday was accuſtoined 
to lende from his table of his deynteg. 
in takenynge of loue by the hand ok a⸗ 


an to haue him meruaploullye in her 
Tee beruf e of hys' wyldome and 
his gracious demenute, It hapned bp 


on a dap alexãder at the mete tyme had 


ſuch a buſyneſle that he ſetued not at 
the table naꝛ none other gaue atten⸗ 


percepued that end ſerurd in his ſtede. 
Ind whanhe had lerued the Emper⸗ 
dur in his late ſetutte vp on his knee. 


the« -mpcroure tommaunded hym to 


bter us he 


was wort to do,chynkinge hem to be 
Alexa der, Tho toe Lodwi ß viſſhe 
and yedk ty the 


palapg ofthe Emper⸗ 
ours 


Maſters. - 
rours doughter and ſaluted her with 
great reuerence a ſet the mete afoze her 
dut vnts 5 time he had not leen her, ſhe 
perceyuied anone that it was not alex 
ander, and (apd to him in this manece 
what is your name and whoſe ſonne 
ate pe and he anſwered to hit aud laid 
Madame J am the kinges ſonne of 
Fraunce,# my name is Lodwik. She 
ſayd Ithanke you ofpout labout. and 
he toke his leue and depatted. Ja the 
meue time came lex ander to the table 
and they fullfyiled theyz ſeruyce. The 
dyner Done anone Lodwyk went to 
his bedde ſoze leke, And alex ander per 
cepuynge that went to his chamber x 
ſayd to him, O mp beſt beloued frend 
and felo we Lodwyke howe is it with 
you, and what is the cauſe of your in 
kirmite. He anſwered hym and (ayde,y 
cauſe ofit Jknowe not, but J fele me 
toſyckey PÞfere me F can net elcape ß 
deth, Alexader aun caule of wg” 
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diſcaſe I know. ! 
whanas ye bate the. mate 
erours doug er; pe he⸗ 
te ſo ſeruet 


* ith herloue Thervponhe an: 
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von vnto3 | 
e market and — with his owne 
we clothe lette wpth pꝛec 
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ſtera. 
that he pon his bidde vnto the 
deathe þ toe nkgh pf ye ſutlte himto 


peryſſhe ye ſhall neuer recouer agayne 
poute esse, Tho lade ſhe. O Fer 
unſtyll me that 


g 


ander wolde pe this cou 
Ichuld lo leſe my virginite, god veltd 
chat, and be pe ſure 2 lexander that ot 
Pre al re ſhait mutr moe 


departed, the 
next dape Aſexandet wente agapne ke 


the gran Mey bog ed was 
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_ cafethatmp harte was fo wounded, s 


deth that it be not fox ener {apde vnta 
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Te ſentywiſe | 
The he aaſwered. O madame J haue 
not ben ſoviſpoſed; bycaule that imp 
birth is not to vs copared with pours, 
And allo it happened me neuer ſuch a 


he that hath a good felowe is bounde 
fo: to do him good and true feliſſhpp, 
and therfoze-mooſt excellent pꝛynceſſe 


of your moſt habundaunte pite haue : 


compaſſion vpon hym and made hym 
holethat ye haue ſo wounded vnto the 


pour crueltte and imppteouſe here, ſhe 
anſwered him. go your wapes fox at 
this tyme J wyli gyue pou none ans 
Cweretherof. And as he herde that, he 
foke his leue and departed, Ind the 
thir de daye he went vato the market 
and boughte a girdell that thꝛe tymes 
arcmteln value and coſtelper than 
the chapiet wag, and pꝛelent ed it vnto 

on the chaufe of Lod witze. Ind 


- Dayſtets: 
«fouſclhe ſapde vnto 26 JOG Say 


to Lodwpkethathe come to my cham 


ber a boute the third hour inthe nyghe 
and he ſhat fynde the done open, and 
Alexander hetynge that he was glad. 
and went to his ft lowe and fapd, My 

beſte beloued telom be pe of good com 
| fozth;{orJhaue conquered: the mays 
dien vnto pou, and tnthisSinight I ſhal 
bꝛing you vnto her chamber. And wha 
that was ſayd he ſtert vp as thougbe 
that he had waz ened out of his — 6 
was well teuyued and foz great ioy has 
mas made ali hole, and the next nighte 
| folowtnge a lexaudet toke Lodwyk a 
vꝛought hym vnto thechamberofthe 
tadye wyth whome he was in lolace 
; Jovead thenight,sirothattymeforth 


tentymes to vyl pte, lo that 15 — by 
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dye foz hym he not 
ut j mayde knew it weil; 
tyme after ð thete came let⸗ 
exander at the drathe of th 


— 


— 
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A Epics COME FR Aa e "ory 


N offre mp lele and al my goodes, 


EE Wayſters 
tets of the deth ort my father,wherfoze 

t bthoueth me to goo and xeteyue the 
ing dome, and that ye wpl lytence me 
to depart, and foꝛ all benttites ſo done 


rather then I hold bymy goynge a⸗ 
wape offend oz dylpleate pou mn low 
FI ſhatfoxſake all my Neaime and all 
that J haue inthe woꝛlde and abpde 
wyth yauſtyil. Chen layde the Empe⸗ 
toute. knowe ve foʒ ecttayne that oł 
vout departyngt J am right heup fot 
ye were vnto me the beſte;: ſetuaunte 
that was in al ny houſt : But it betas 
met not an Emperoure to lette hs 

ſetuauntes fronte theys pramocpens,. 
oʒ auauncementes, but toner to pꝛo⸗ 
mote them vnto hygher and greater 
honoure. Therfoze go pe vnto dur tte 


fouter a de chall delpuer gol as much 


gold as pe wyl haue. and im the name 
and with my bleſſynge gu inta 


oure countre, a Alexagder 
B 


arcwel,and many © 
_ ſo2owfull ol his deb 
e was beloued. Ledwi w the mays 
en brought bim en his wape well le⸗ 
nen mple Titer that alexander wolde 
not fuffrethem to go further, then fell 
they bothe tothe grounde for greate' 
1 ſoꝛo ve and lex and er toke d lpkte tbõ 
1 both vp agayne from the erthe;and cõ 
FTleczted them wich kapze and \wete woꝛ⸗ 
des and layd O Lodwyk my moſt de 
low, warne pon that the le⸗ 
inge be: wirt you and my la⸗ 
hem and zepe them as pꝛe 
and take good hede to 
J wotean other {hal 
my ede that hall en⸗ 
x gtate that vt 

and day 


Wapſters. 
fayde. O Alexendet J chalbe ware as 
moch as to me is poſlible, but how ſhal 
I nowe do whan J wante your como: 
panp, therkoꝛe one tbinge Ichal deſtre 
of you that ye wyll take this ringt ol 
me foꝛ a temembꝛaunce. Then ſayde. 
he 3 Chal toꝛ the loue of pan gladly re: 
teyut the Kynge and yet chold neuer 
wythoute the Kinge tozget pol, and 
committed them to god. Then chey 
embzaced-eche other aboute the necke 
and kiſſed and ſo departed from other 
Not longe after y the zinges ſone of 
Spapne named — — receyued 
of the Empetoute in the roume and 
place ot Alexander, to whome the ſte⸗ 
warde aſſtgned Alerandets place and 
chambet, whiche was ſoze agaynſt the 
will ot Lod worte but he coulde not as 
mende it, Guydo petcepuynge 5 Lo 
wyrk-agaynſt his will had him in his 


| —— he toke and had enuye 


| agaenſt him, ſothat Lobwyke.of a 
1 loug 
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anp of Þ aid mayde 

Ktuerthelelf e atkterwarde ouercomen 
W che laue ol the mayden lõtyme hañ⸗ 
tub and went againe to hit as he afoze | 
cume h one; up do bortiy perceps 
1 awarted to ion ge ther vpon, y: 

ie the — — therof 
infurctythat the mapden wi 
wykeknowen: and bad 


dorne. That heuphge, 
. My loꝛde heis 
iche woꝛthy to be commended — 
wene toꝝ he hath ben u —— —— 
—— * 1 


-Wayſiers.” 
goeth to hircucry nyghtwhan it plea 
fach hym. and whã the Emperout herd 
that he was ſozemeuyd and wered an 
grp, and tt happened wodwurke vpon 
the ſame time to come tough the hal 
ad whanthe Emperour we him be 
ſa pd. what here I ot tha thou euyl and 
bntcue body, pt it be founde and mo⸗ 
ued true thou ſhalt dye the moſt ſham 
ful deach that can be deapſed,Lodwib 
lapd, y Loꝛde the Emperotare. what 
isthe cauſe, 6uydo anſwered; J lat 
depole here aloꝛe my loꝛd agatuſt 
the that thon haſte denen in an 
doughter and euery nygbt thou goeſt 
| to hit and doeſt fompracy 
ö and that tobataple A ſbalt pyoure-and 
make good vponthy hodye:wetb my 
body. Then layde Lodumne J am in 
nocent and not defectyut in tte cxpme 
and falſelpe thou putteſt that and 
lapeſt hpou me, and thern pa I holde 7 
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to her Moe it behoueth me to haue 


miſtruſbpourſetfe;go 
—— — re — re⸗ 


T be ſeuen 
come vpon thyn owne hede. Then the 


wyſe 


wyke wente bnto the mayden a ſhe w⸗ 


ed to her tte taule ot the doy of batayl 


by the Empetoute aſſygned a in what 
mener ux do had hym acculed,# laid 


pout ce uiſepil e tis I muſt deye fox 


our & 


ſhe. o leylt in that, tha 


Emperoure aſſygned them the daye of 
bataple# fightinge. Chat done cds: 


why as ye know it had not aueyled me 
to hůues yenſayde the battaple wyth 
wolde hauc pcidedaup ſeife gyl⸗ 

Ine, Suydo is ſttong and hat dy in ar⸗ 
7 4 thi ( —— ts none but altran⸗ 


Foxe f 3 J bold the batayle agatnſt hin 
Jem but a vedeman,andfo ſhal ve a⸗ 
dy de ſheined and rebuktd. Chen fard 


haſtily vnto my 


Ec. 18 


6 
al 


Sayſtets 
fycke and lieth vpõ his deth bed c de⸗ 
ſpꝛeth to le you — ſpeake with you 
petlone and to diſpoſe hig kyngdome 
and his go 253 afo2e he departe out ot᷑ 
thts wolloe and deſtre his licente fo 
the loile of your father that ye myghe 
go and biſite him, and that he wil pzos 
roge and lenght the day of batatle the 
whiles that pe may ga and come. nd 
whan pe haue obtey ned his congpe 02 
lycence, as haſtelp as e map go ſectete 
ip to the kinge alexander, and whan pe 
ate come to him take hym aparte and 
ſhew him the cauſeof your comynge a 
require him ĩ this pour vtter ectremite 
that he wil vs helpe c ande, and whan 
that Lod wyke had herde this counſel; 
t pleaſed him wel e did herealter. Nys 
leue gotten and lenget og oꝛ tetan 
of battayle pꝛefyxed + alſpgned depat 
ted and tozke his iourney towards the 
realine of Egypt, and neuer letted day 


no alght ** came vnto bing alex 


anders 
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lexandet had vnd 

minge de was moche glad 

to mete hin epue ae 

tably. and had wondet of 80 

Tho fapd Lodwpk. O in dere trade 

and my beſt beloued frende, my 1yfe $ 
det te in your handes, 407 as pt 

fa d to me akoze that 

h h e whiche ſholde pe in 


without laue the moze wyl 
felke rand 105 is longer gs Fr 
n that J coinde! 
batafterwardethe utn by 
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And he lap 


The ſenen wyſe 
| d this day. viti.dayes;Thets 
ſlapd alexander, vf I ſhoulde this dape 
tarp then can J not come to that daye 
p2cfyred. Therfoze fe what J (hal do, 
FJ haue boden al my lubgectes that to 
mozowe they ſhoulde come and beat 

mp weddynge and bꝛydale, and pf 

ſhold go than is that day loſte, and y 
Ago not and do the bataple than Flo⸗ 
rentyne and pe ate both vndone what 
thinke yenowe beſte foz to doo whan 
Lodwike herd that he fell to the earth 
# began to ſyghe and loꝛowe oute of 
meſure ſapinge ſoꝛowe and heutnelle 


tome to me on al ſydes Then layd Js 


Jexander vnto him, be of good comfort 
foz J ſhal not foꝛſake you thus thou 
ghe that J ſholde leſe my wyke a king 
Dome, but heren what that Þ haue 
thought in lo muche as we are bothe 
Ipke:lo that the one ol vs cannot be 
knowen from the other,but we both to 
gether and Jam not pet greatly k no 
_— wen 


CC WT” war ee re TY CT 


© © 


mige. 


wen here. but ar barons Fother folks 
ſhal take pou foi me;therfoze here (hal 
ye abyde and tary and mary my wyfe 
in my ſtede, and holde the feſt and bey 
dale, c do in al thynges as though I 


were there my lelle pꝛeſent except wha 
as ye come to bedde w my wpfeloke Þ 


pe bether true andfaythfulrand I ſhal 
Wout tatpenge go and take imp hoꝛſe 
and ride thether as the batayle ſhalbe 
and yl god gyue me the byteozp that I 
map ouercome and vaynqurllhe 

enempt. Achall come agapne ſerretipe, 
and pe ſhal go agayne to your parties 
and dwellynge place. This done alex 
ander badde Lodwykefate well and 


toke his lourner towardes the Em 
tours courtt fa to fpght and do 
abode in Egypt tnthe fred of kgs 


24 7 7 — 295 next moꝛnt 


£7 ght well and ordnen a noble 


T be ſeuen wyſe - 
face of the churche maryed and ſpon⸗ 
ſed Aleranders wyke and held the feſt 
and bzidale'ws greace copalte of delp⸗ 
cate,and pzectous meates,plente of alt 
maner wpnes, and dpuerſe melodpes 


of inſtrumentes of mulpke, i he made 


greate Jope and chete to all the noble 
men, and to all other people that ther e 
was aſſembled, And whan the nighte. 
was come, he wente to bedde with the 
gquene and lapd bet wixt hym and her a 
naked werde, wherof (he had areate 
wondet. but nothinge he ſapd and al 
ſo he laye with her euer y night as long 
as Alexander was out. ¶ The kynge 
Alexander at the dape that was pꝛe⸗ 
Fixed and ſet, came vnto the Emperour 
and ſayd. Omoſt dꝛad louerayne loꝛd 
it is ſoy I haue left my father tighte 


eke. Meuertheleſſe Jam come koꝛ to 
dekende myne honout and my koꝛwaro 


to petfopme. The Empetour ſaid pe do 


man 


- Siyſtcts. 1 
inan and koztune Gall fauoute vou in 
pout tuſte t ryght wyſſe quarell. And 
whan the Emperours doughter bnder 
ſtode that aletander was comen, anon 
he ſent foꝛ him, and whan as he was 
Totte to hit (he embꝛaced him, d with 
| foye and gladneſſe ſhe kyſte hym, and 
bleſled the tyme that ſhe myght ſehym 
d gapne and demaunded him where be 
that had left hirftende and loyer lod⸗ 
wpke, Then he 1055 and declared 
vnto hir all ỹ pꝛoceſſe and how he had 
left hym kinge in hisrealme, and toke 
hig lene at hyz, and wente to Lodwy⸗ 
Bes chamber, and there was no creas 
ture 5 thought otherwple but it was 
Lodworke, onlp except Flozentyne, 

The next dap kolowynge afozeer alex 
ander wente vnto the bataple he lapde 
vnto the Emperoute tithe p2eſence of 
uido. My moſt redoubted ſoueraine 
loꝛd this Guido hath falſely x butruls 
accuſed me vnto-your noble grace. 3X | 


Y. ii, ou 


pour doughter that ſholde be vnto the 


where vpon they lepte vponthepz cour | 


| Tfeſeuenwyſe. 
ſholde be of ſuche aqueyntaunce with 


diſhonoure of pout moſt noble perſon 
and hers, and vnto that FJ lwere and 
affirme,by thts holy euaungelies p ſhe 
was neuer in ony manet by me in ſuch 
vyſe knowen as he hath to you alleds 
ed # enkozmed ⁊ that this dape with 


the apde and the helpe of God J hall 


pꝛoue and make good vpon his body. 
Then lapd Euydo,yct ones J ſape as 


4 4 


ſom x [were bythe holpe euaunge⸗ 


pes and by al that God hath made Þ | 
thou haſte had knowledge and haſt de 
fouled the Emperours doughter, and 
that I ſhall make good bpon thy hed 


theyz ſpeares that they both bzake and | 
hynered in peces,# they dzewe thepz | 
Cwerdes and faught longe together, | 


kyll at the laſte alerander with greate 
myght and ſtrẽgth at one ſtroke ſmote 


6 


re haue ſaged,ye ſhall ſtande and he p 


1 Way 

ot Guydoes hede, and felis it bnto the 
3 unten rs doughter wherof ſhe was 
tight glad and bare it vnto her father 
dh 1850 Father beholde the hedde of 
him that poy and me bath falſely defay 
med, whan that the Eiiperomns\ percet 
ured the bictozy.anone he ſent fox alex⸗ 
ander whome chat he heleued had ben 
Lodwttz and ſayd, OLodwyke this 
dape pour honoute and my doughters 


moꝛe in my grace and fauoure,. Wy 
what ſoeuer he be that Herenfter m 
dekame pon he ſhalt foz euer ſtande b 
| my indignacton. Alexander anſwered 
god helpeth and laueth thẽ that truſs 
teth in him fe alwapes wzeketh ß blod 
| vndetfectyue oz innocent. But nowe 
my mofteredoubted lozd of one thyng 
| A requyze pou, at my depattynge fro 
my kathet Jlefte him ſoze ſycke that it 
wil lyke you foz to lycence me to go 
ſe howe it ſtandeth wyth him x if that 
1 it be 


pe mape in no maner wple leue me fox 


done to foꝛe. N haue gotten wo moꝛe 


but many a tymes hete afcze, oe 


„ jvyſe 
it be ony thynge amended z (hall 5 
contynent come agapne. Then the Em⸗ 
perout ſayd, that pleaſeth me well. but 


fro henlkoꝛth J can not he wythoute 
pour pꝛelence. Alexander toke leue of Þ 
Empetoure and bad him fare wel, and 
code agapne vnto his Realme whome 
whan Lodwtke ſawe he made greate 
chete, and gladneſſe, and tighte frends 
Ipt receyued him and laped. O moſte 
true frende ok al frendes,tell me howe 
pe haue done and ſpedde in your tours 
hey and nede, and what ende pe haue 
badught it to. Then ſayde he. Go tothe | 
Emperoure and ſerue him as ve haue 


race and fauoure of him than euer ye 
baue had atoꝛe tyme and J haue alto 
imypten ok the hede of your enemp and 
8dyerſary, Then ſaid lodwik,yehaue 
not onlye at this tyme laued my lyke. 


as 


Spapfiers | 
as pet J can not deſerue? * bit go res 
warde you, and lo depatted and wente 
agapne bnto the Emperoure,and ther 
was no man that knewe of the abſence 
ol alexãder ſaue onely Lodwpke,Jud 
mhan as the nyght was come he wente 
to bed wyth the quene, and anone he 
had wyth her lwete and frẽdly woꝛdes 
aud her embꝛaced and kyſt. Tho layde 
he. pe haue made this time al to long. 
that ye haue not ſhewed any thynge of 
frenſhip oz loue. how map this be. The 
ſapd he wherkoꝛe ſap ye that She laid 

| — nighte as J was in my bedde ye 
haue lapd bet wire you and me a naked 
ſwerd and pe haue neuer taſted 02 £02F 
ned you towardes me moze than now. 
And whan the kynge herde that, he 
thought on the trouthe of hys felowe . 
and lapd vnto hyꝛ. O mp moſt dere la⸗ * 
dye and q nene, it was not doe foz none F 
| euplil wyll. but foz a good pꝛobacyon 
and tox a perpetuall loue. 

P. iiii, But 


re — 3 n 
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The feney y 
But Gethought tn her lelle that lone | 
hall pe neuer mote haue of me, but p 
diſptte ſhe thought J ſhall auenge vp 
pon the. Tho was there a knight that 
che akoe had a litell loue and fanoure 
vnto and ſhe beganne fo2 to loue hym 
moꝛe and moꝛe, lo longe tyll at the laſt 
they 7 5 8 t Ymagyned howe thep 
myght deſtroy and ſlee the kinge, and 


8 — %. JS 
F 2? us 
® © 
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. therkoꝛe they gate pgplon and poyſo⸗ 
„ me yy Kinge,ſo that yk he had not ben 
We 6 = wr el tomplerp on he had died 

f 'butit. w2 ought in him fo ſoze 5 
it — him to be moſt foule and hoꝛ⸗ 
e e N dz laſer that euet — 
vpon eatthe. The loꝛdes and noble mẽ 
of "his realme and the quene alſo ſeing 
this deſpyſed him and ſapd, that it bes 
heued not a Lepꝛe.to regne vpon vs, 
koꝛ he ſhold not procure not engender 
'ony fap2e 02 clene Hheyzes, And ſo he 
was depolcd of the dygutte toyall. and 
dluen out oł his Nealme. 
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In 


|  Wayfters,” 
T Jnthe meane tyme dyed the Em 
perour of Rome and Lodwik wedded 
the doughter x after that Lodwikes 
Father dyed, ſo that Lodwyke teygned 
both Empetoute and kinge of Frafice 
at ones, whan kinge alexander herde 
that, he thought in himlelfe. Now mp 
telowe teygneth together vpon them⸗ 
ppyꝛe and the Realme of Fraunce, to 
whore may J better go than to hym; 
foꝛ whome many tymes J haue aduen 
tuted my lyke, à vpona nyghte he role 
vp and made him redy and toke wyth 
him his ſtatfe and clapet. and yeve toy 
warde themperouts courte,and whan 
he was come nyghe to the gate, he ſet 
hym amonges other laſers abydynge 
the gyuynge ofthe almeſſe, and on a 
ſealon as the Emperotre went out of 
his palays.all the poze laſers began 
to rpnge they? clappers,and the good 
kynge Alexander dyd lyke the other; 
but there wag none. almelle 1 to 
them 
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vnto the Emperout he aſked what ts 


him here is a laſer that righ 


All the ball is full ot loꝛdes, and noble 
al abhoꝛre and laue theyz meate. But 
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L he ſenen wyſe 
but there was none alineſſe gyuen to 
them, He tarted ſo longe vnto the time 
that the emperour was ſet and ſerued 
at the table. Tho went kinge alexan⸗ 
der vnto the gate and knocked therat, 
and the pozter aſked who was there, 
alexander anlweted him Jam a pooze 
deſpyſed man, but foz the loue of God 
Itequite pou that pe toꝛue not poure 
ſyght fro my vilage, and that pe will 
fo: the rewarde of god do my mellage 


the mater, alexander layde go and tell 
m hete yt hozryble 
is to ſee, the which pꝛapeth him foꝛ the 


loue oft god and kinge alexander that 


he will graunte him this dape to eate 
his almeſſe atoʒe him vpcn the erth in 
his hall. The porter ſayde J wonder » 
pe date deſyze that of my loʒde fox whi 


men and if they behold pou they ſhold 
103 


Wayſtero. 
fox ſo muche as pe haue requyꝛed me 
lo pꝛotoũdly bort the loue of god J (hal 
go # do your crande what ſoeuer hap⸗ 
pen therol . a lo he pede 2 afozethe 
Empetour and dyd his mellage,whan 
the Emperoute herde the poztet name 
alexander the kinge ol Egypt he layd 
tothe poꝛtet go bing him in afoꝛe me 
how hozrpble that ſo euet his. viſage 
ve and ozdapued him a plate afoze me 
that he map eate his meate atoʒe me in 
mp pꝛelſence. The pozter bꝛought him 
in a none. and oꝛdeyned him ã place a 
let him to meate afoze the Emp 
and whan he was well cektelſhed, he 
lapd vnto one ak the Emperotts ſer⸗ 
y dere frende do me thys 
15 8 to theckmperoure. Sape vnto 
hym that I pape hym fox the loue of 
god a kyng alexander that he wil ſend 
me bis cup w wine, The ſetuaũt ſayd 
foꝛ the loue of god I hall do it, but F 
beleyolt wyll not be, koz pf 180 ones 
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dꝛynke ok my loꝛdes cuppe he wyll tio 
he dyd the erande, Anone as the Empe 
he commaunded his cu: 


krendechpp Than that he departed'fro 


The fenen wyſe 


mo2e dzynke ok the ſame, neuettheleſle 


tout herde hym name kinge alexandee 
ppe to be filled 


of the beſte wyne and bere it vnto him 
The whiche wyne whan he had recep⸗ 
ued it he put it into his botel and toke 
his tinge that Lodwpkehad gyuẽ vn⸗ 
to hym, and put it into the cuppe, and 


ſent it agayne vnto the Empetoute, ck 


whan the Emperout ſlawe the rynge, 
anone he knewe it that it was the ſame 
that he had gyuen vnto Alexander in 


him, and thought in his hette that aler 
ander is 129 57 elles this mare te 


marueplouſip come bnto the Uynge, 


and commaũded anone Þ Þlafer ſhold 


not depatt vntd the tyme de had ſpo⸗ 


ken with him koz in no wyſe he coulde 
haue knoweledge of hym noz pet re⸗ 
vuted hpm fo alexander, aktet = the 

ynner 
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donner was don and ended ,the Empe 
! cou toke the ſeke man aparte and als 
ed ho we he came by the Ringe 
Alexander demaunded pr he knew wel 
the Ringe. TheEmperoure ſapde, J 
 knowe Fi Light well. Alexander ſapde, 
wote pe alla to whome pe haue geuen 
tt. Themperour lapd J wote rlahe wel 
Ho be is it than ſapd Alexander that 
pe knowe not me, ſoꝛ I am alexander to 
whome ye haue genen the lame tinge,. 
bwhan the Empetour herde that he fell 
done tothe grounde fo ſoꝛowe. and 
tare and rent his robbes and clothes, 
| with great [yghynges and bewaplins 
ges lapde. O Alexander ye be the one 
halte of my loule, whiche is your good 
y and delycate bodp p was ſo kapꝛe.vᷣ 
nowe ſo vnclene and wzetchedly is en 
| fecte he anſwered. this is me happened 
koꝛthe greate fydelyte that ve haue 
done to me in my bedde, with my wife, 
han ye lapde a natzed (werde betwire 


you 


L 
pou i hit, wherkoze he became wzothe 

and hated me, that ſhe and a knight 
chat a fozetymeſhe ought hit toue vn 
ko haue impoplened me as pe mapt ſce 
# aboue p they haue dꝛpuen me out of 
my tealme, and whan the Empetonre 
herde that he foz loue toke him aboute 
che necke and kyſte him and lapd, O 
my moſt entyerly beloued bzother. J 
ſozowe to lee pou in this great ſyknes 
and myſery,woulde god Impght dye 
fo2 pou. but my mooſt dere krende ſut 
frepacyenely a lytell tyme tyl that we 
daue ſente t̃oʒ all the phyſytyons and 


wyſe maſters in phyſicke to haue their 


counſeplle and adupſe, pt there be ony 


kemedpe oꝛ hope ot recouetyng of pout 


helthe, and pf it be poſſyble foʒ to helpe 


maner thynges that wete requtlite # 


* ncceſſarpe for his caſe and helth ,and in 


all haſte he lente his mcllangers by al 
parties of the wozlde foz the experte d 


mooſt wyſe phylyctonsthat might be 


founde. Of whome within a monethe 
were come tt aſſembled befoze the Em 
petoure.xxx.the whiche were right ex⸗ 
| pertc and ſubtyll in that ſctence. To 
| whome the emperoure ſayde My wel 
| beloued mapſters q haueafrende that 
greuouſelp is infected wpth a lepzye, 
| whome J wolde ryght fayne were hes 
led and made lounde, and nothynge 
| theronto ſpare nepther golde ne lyluer 
ne al 5 other goodes 5 J haue in this 
woꝛlde, but 4 wolde gpue it to recouer 


ſayde al that euer is poſſible to be done 


by phylycke that ye ſhall lone vnder⸗ 


ſtande after that we haue leenthe per ⸗ 
ſonne, and koꝛthwith as they had ſeen 
him, e percetued the cauſe n mater or ß 


infirmite 
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and pꝛapers an 
nye other kaſted 


to almightye 


andthp! 
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Ther foloweth the pee of 
the exůple to purpolee. 


Ben ſayd the Emperours ſõne 

Lo2de haue ye bndetſtande 
what q haue ſayde. The Emperouts 
ſayde ryght well. Tho layd the ſonne. 
Ay mooſte honoutable and tedouted 
fathet, all thoughe that god hath giuẽ 
and indued me wyth wyledome and 
vnderſtandiug aboue mau other, that 
ſhold not be in appayzing of pour hos 
nourex myght, but mozefoz the pꝛeler 
uation ot the lame. So in lykewple Þ 
kinges mateſte whiche wagnothynge - 
to the hinderaunce of his father, buy 
rather foʒ his woꝛſhip and p2ofyte,top 
as longe as they lyued they were hos 
noured in his reaime. Than ſapde the 
Emperoute. Mp dere ſonne J wyll all 
hole teſygne to vouthe Empyꝛe to go⸗ 
uetne, foꝛ I petcepue well bypournar 
tation that pe haue to me declated, that 


Rel. tis 


tt is beſte to me I mooſt fox myne cafs 
that Jleuechis beſyneſſe and laboure 
And take me to mozereft,fos J am old 
and feble. Che ſonne anſwered his fas 
ther. My loꝛde father, ſo ſhal it not be, 
hut as longe as pe lyue pe ſhall haue 
the auctszite and mighte of the Em⸗ 
ppꝛe to do and comaunde as it apper⸗ 
teyneth Vito an Emperdur, but in all 
beſtnes that are laboutrouſe J wyl al⸗ 
wapes be redy to mynyſtre and to ſexs 
ye you A INT to mp dice, 


r 


gemente, and bzinge agayne the Em⸗ 


 _ 6 rr 


C How the 3 2 
the Em pie ſſe and how ſhe and * 
four were pat to deathe. 


ney pou 


Dun commaunded the Empe⸗ 
route the Juſtices to lit in iud 


pʒeſle afoze them wyth hir la dyes, and 


the tibaude hir beſt beloue clothed in 


beſture of a womã, the which he mads 
to ſt ande next vnto hir. Than the Em 
petouts ſonne aſked ſentence and iud 
gement vpon them ſapinge. O lozds 
father, ag pe be Emperour of all the 
wozlde, and your mateſte and powes .. 
reguireth to do true tuſtice vnto all 
po le that deſyꝛe it. Mow demaunde 
pe thys dape gyue rpght ſentence. 
Ay to do true iudgement vpon the vn 
trauthe, kalſihed, and ſhame to me put 
and alledged, by the Empreſle fo the 
whiche, J haue ſcuen tymes be lad vns 
to the galowes, a haue ſtande in great 
K. li. tcoperds 
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 gayhiſt the Empꝛelle that ſhe (hal be 


LED. 1 \ 
peo gre mg rp 
1 3 


ve guattred and lmptten in peces - 


T ße ſenen wyſe ; 
leoperdye and perylle of my lyfe. Ind 
allo that ſhe vatrue vnto pou hath bẽ 
of hir bodye as pe haue leen by geod 


pꝛote made a foꝛe pou, vpon the why⸗ 


che Jaltze iudgement and therfoze cõ⸗ 
maunde pour tuſtyces to gyue lentẽte 
ther vpon accoꝛdynge to ryght # law. 
Anone as the Empzeſſe herde thys (be 
fell flat to the erthe afoze Þ Emperour 
and alked merty and kozgyueneſſe, but 
it helpeth ne pzoufyted hir nothynge, 
fox the ſonne wolde haue right and de 
\yzed tudgement, Tho ſpake the Ju⸗ 
ſtyces hir owne dedes condempreth 


unde. Therkoꝛe we gyue ſentence as 


bounde ts an hoꝛſe taple, and dꝛawen 
though al the ſtreteg of the citte vnto 
the place of execucyon and there to be 
bzent,and we iudge allo and gyue ſen 
tence : gaynſt the tybaude that he (hal 
and 
bis 


ee Ee eee 


| Wayflers, | 3 
his fleſhe caſt vnto the houndes and 
byꝛdes of the apze fog to deuoure hym 
and this ſentence was appzobate and 
alowed of all people. = 
¶ Pereaftcet in ſhozte tyme dyed the 

Emperoute and Dyocleſpan hys lone ha 
gouerned and tuled thempyze wyth 
great wyſdome.and heldex kepte ys 
mayſters with him in great honour I ; 
gloꝛp. By whoſe counlepll and wples 
dome he gouerned the Empire that he 

| excelled all his pꝛedeceſſouts in tiches 

and in doynge tuſtice and ryght, And q 

his mayſters loued him aboue all os b 

ther thynges in the wozlde, Do 

that many times they put thẽſelfe 
in greate petoll and tieoperdye 
ok there lues fo2 hym. And 

ſo they ended theyz days in 

Iteat tope a honour, and 

cdõmended theym to 
_ almyghty god. 
_ Finlg, 
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